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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1 (a) With reference to relevant historical sources, give an account of the evidence for the 
presence of Christianity in Ireland before the arrival of Patrick. [35]

 (b) Explore the view that by the time of Patrick, Ireland was ready for conversion. 
Justify your answer. [15]

2 (a) Give an account of the role, nature and distinctive features of Celtic monasticism as it 
developed in Ireland. [35]

 (b) Comment on the view that monasteries had little impact on the everyday life of the  
Irish people. Justify your answer. [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3 (a) Explain the achievements of Patrick’s mission to the Irish. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, explore the extent to which the 
issues that were faced by Patrick are relevant for any age. Justify your answer. [15]

4 (a) Explain the importance of the peregrini to the development of the Church in Britain. [35]

 (b) With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the claim that  
the motives behind missionary outreach should be viewed with suspicion.  
Justify your answer. [15]
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