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1 (a) Discuss the Islamic understanding of the concept of “prophet” with particular reference 
to Abraham and Muhammad. [30]

 (b) Critically evaluate the claim that the prophet Muhammad is the only source of authority 
within the Islamic faith. [15]

2 (a) Discuss the rituals that are connected with birth and death in Islam. [30]

 (b) Critically evaluate the view that rites of passage are of much greater importance to the 
community (ummah) than to the individual. [15]

� (a) Discuss the central beliefs and practices of Sufism. [30]

 (b) Critically assess the view that Sufism was the greatest source of division within the 
Muslim faith. [15]

4 (a) Discuss the Qur’anic teaching on marriage and women. [30]

 (b) Critically assess the view that obedience to the Qur’an is increasingly difficult in the 
modern world. [15]
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