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2009 (June) Unit L  Islam 2 The Life of the Prophet 
 
Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination 
 
Candidate B 
 

3 (a) Explain the nature of the Umma in Madinah. 
   (30 marks) AO1
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
This question is taken directly from the Specification.  
 
This is generally a well-focussed answer.  Its opening claim that the majority of the Madinan population 
were Muslim in 622 is, however, debatable. 
 
The Muhajirun and the Ansar are correctly identified although the candidate fails to say that the Ansar were 
Muslims, or to offer a translation of the term.  The description of the ‘hypocrites’, linked to the Qur’an, is 
very effective. 
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The strong faith of the Umma is commented on and illustrated.  It is developed later in the answer when 
the fact that the Umma would fight their own blood relatives is used as evidence of their new loyalty. 
 
The brotherhood within the community is made clear, as is the support given to the Muhajirun by the 
Ansar.  There is passing reference to the Jewish tribes. 

Assessment 
Reference to the constitution of Madinah would have helped this answer, as well as greater attention to 
Muhammad’s role as leader within the community.  
 
The answer is generally relevant, but, for example, the treatment of Badr is a little off-key, and mostly 
accurate.  It is a reasonable length.   

Level  6 (24 marks)
 

 
 

 (b) The Madinan Umma of Muhammad’s time still has a vital role for Muslims today. 
   (15 marks) AO2
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
This addresses an issue flagged up on the Specification, and candidates should have debated it prior to 
the examination. 
 
The candidate offers two reasons why the Umma is important and these are supported by examples.  The 
answer is, however, one sided, and shows no sign that there is a debate on this matter. 

Level 4  (9 marks)

 
 
Total for this question is 33/45:  Grade A borderline standard June 2009 
 

 
4 (a) ‘After the death of Muhammad, the Umma identified a new leader.’ 

 
Outline how a new leader was identified and explain the differing views of this 
process found in Sunni and Shi’a Islam.   

   (30 marks) AO1
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
The candidate offers a brief summary of the election of Abu Bakr.  This is just sufficient as an ‘outline’. 
However, traditions that suggest that Ali was excluded from the debate would have been useful, as would 
traditions concerning his attitude towards the new Caliph. 
 
The candidate clearly presents the Shi’a understanding that Muhammad had nominated Ali as his 
successor.  The interpretation of the key term ‘maula’ is explained. 
 
A clearer explanation of the contrasting views of Sunni and Shi’a about how the Caliph was identified was 
needed.  This could have included, for example, the Shi’a attitude to the authority of the first four Caliphs. 
 
Assessment 
In the context of this first June examination, this answer was assessed as, just, level 6 and given a mark of 
24/30. 

Level 6  (24 marks)
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 (b) Assess the view that Islam has never recovered from the crisis caused by the 
death of Muhammad. 

   (15 marks) AO2
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
The point of the opening paragraph here is not quite clear.  The second, however, clearly argues that the 
divisions in Islam following Muhammad’s death still remain.  This is the only aspect of the ‘crisis’ caused by 
the Prophet’s death that is tackled by the candidate – it would have been profitable to consider other 
factors e.g. those leading to the wars of re-conquest.  The argument that the election of Abu Bakr ended 
the crisis is not convincing given what else the candidate has to say.  The final section attributes the 
division in Islam to events later than the Prophet’s death.  This is a valid point but does not actually help in 
a debate about whether Islam has or has not recovered from the crisis that did happen. 
 
Assessment 
Awarded level 5, 10/15, for an argument that does recognise more than one point of view. 

Level 5  (10 marks)

 
 
Total for this question is 34/45:  Grade A Borderline standard June 2009 
 

 




