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2009 (June) Unit L  Islam 2 The Life of the Prophet 
 
Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination 
 
Candidate A 
 

1 (a) Explain the importance of Makkah at the time of Jahiliyyah. 
   (30 marks) AO1
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
‘Explain’ means that the focus is on understanding.  Candidates should expand on the main points with 
reasons, examples, or illustrations. 
 
The opening paragraph defines jahiliyyah and sets the scene.  Makkah’s setting on the trade route 
between south and north is then described.  This information is essential to the explanation that follows.  
The trading agreement is briefly outlined in the next paragraph although its significance is unclear.  ‘Arabs 
at the time could trade whenever’ is rather vague. 
 
The trading position of Makkah and its importance for both international and local trade is then made clear. 
Each new paragraph in this well constructed essay deals with a different theme, and Makkah’s position as  
centre of power and a religious centre are explained.  The relationship between trade and religion is clearly 
shown. 
 
Good use is made of technical terms, and the use of language is generally clear.  There is no explicit 
reference to scholarship, but the answer is very well-informed. 
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Some scholars argue that Makkah’s importance as a trading centre has been exaggerated, and that its 
primary importance was as a religious centre e.g. see Reza Aslan in ‘No God but God’ (Arrow books 
2005.)  This idea is not acknowledged in this answer. 

Assessment 
The quality of the answer has to be judged in the light of the level descriptors and the novelty of demand 
on the candidates in this first June sitting of the new AS. 
 
The answer is a good length for the time available (around 22 minutes including thinking time). 
 
The level descriptor for Level 7 reads: 
“A thorough treatment of the topic within the time available.  Information is accurate and relevant and good 
understanding is demonstrated through the use of appropriate evidence / examples.” 
 
The descriptor for Level 6 reads: 
“A fairly thorough treatment within the time available; information is mostly accurate and relevant. 
Understanding is demonstrated through the use of appropriate evidence and examples.” 
 
28/30 is awarded, putting the answer just into Level 7.  A better explanation of the special status of Makkah 
as a trading centre would have earned the extra two marks.  Level 7 does not, of course, represent a 
‘perfect’ answer but the highest quality expected at this level. 

Level 7  (28 marks)
 
 
 

 (b) ‘The fact that Muhammad was born in Makkah was vital for the success of Islam.’ 
Assess this view. 

   (15 marks) AO2
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
This was one of the issues flagged up in the Specification and candidates would be expected to debate it 
prior to taking the examination. 
 
The opening to this answer looked worryingly irrelevant.  The key point seems to be that Muhammad’s title 
‘The trustworthy one’ led to his success because ‘If he was not brought up Meccan and had gained this 
title, he would not have been able to reach such a high position.’  This is not convincingly argued, but it is 
clear that the candidate is saying that there was some advantage to Muhammad to have been born in 
Makkah. 
 
The next section counters this with an account of all the opposition from Makkah.  The candidate tries to 
draw a conclusion specific to the question set ‘Because he was born in Makkah, he slowed the expansion 
of Islam, it nearly stopped in fact’.  The possibility that the battles against Makkah were a good thing is also 
raised, but not developed.  In the final paragraph a point of view is stated. 
 
Assessment 
The candidate is clearly aware that there is more than one point of view on this issue and is able to give 
some reasons in support.  There is an attempt at comment and balance. 
 
This most closely matches the descriptor for Level 5. 
The answer was awarded 10/15. 

Level 5  (10 marks)

 
 
Total for this question is 38/45:  Grade A standard in June 2009. 
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2 (a) Examine the main themes of the Prophet’s teaching in Makkah. 
   (30 marks) AO1
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
The answer opens confidently.  However, the claims made about Muhammad’s reaction to the first 
revelation needed support.  Candidates should make it clear when they are reporting objective fact and 
when they are offering interpretation. 
 
The second paragraph is not focused on the question set, and the confident claim that Muhammad 
‘believed he was the Shiloh’ needed explanation and support. 
 
The third paragraph does focus on the themes of the teaching, but the reference to Muhammad’s rejection 
of ‘ancestorism’ was out of place and needed support.  The next paragraph continues with themes – but 
little more than a list is being offered.  The command word ‘Examine’ requires some unpacking of concepts 
and explanation with reasons, examples or illustrations, and so far this answer has not offered this. 
 
In the next paragraph, some comment is offered and some good points are made.  The final paragraph 
adds reference to teaching through example, but is a little muddled in its use of terminology (sawm in the 
first line should be Salah) and incorrectly puts fasting in Ramadan in the Makkhan context. 
 
There are no direct references to the Qur’an in the answer. 
 
Assessment 
A range of ideas is covered and the answer is generally clear BUT the absence of evidence / examples to 
support the answer limits what can be awarded. 
 
The Level 4 descriptor reads: 

A generally satisfactory treatment of the topic within the time available.  Key ideas and facts are included, 
showing some understanding and coherence. 

Level 4  (19 marks)
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2 (b) Assess the view that Muhammad’s most important role in Makkah was as a 
‘warner’. 

   (15 marks) AO2
   
  Candidate Response 

 

 

 
Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
Muhammad’s role as a ‘warner’ is flagged up in the ‘Issues arising’ section of the Specification. 
 
The first two paragraphs deal generally with the idea that he was a ‘warner’, although they are not totally 
focussed.  It is stated that the warnings ‘stood out’ because teaching about life after death was new to 
them, and claimed that this had the largest impact – although no evidence of that impact is offered.  The 
answer does make clear that other themes were very important. 
 
There is recognition of more than one point of view, which is a feature of the level 5 descriptor, and taking 
into account the fact that this was a new paper, the answer scored 10/15. 

Level 5  (10 marks)
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Total for this question is 29/45: Grade B standard in June 2009. 
 

 




