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2009 (June) Unit H  Religion and Contemporary Society 
 
Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination 
 
Candidate B 
 

This is an example of a candidate who produced some excellent work on one question, but clearly did not 
manage her time well, thus leading to a disappointing performance on the second question.  Although this 
answer is probably longer than it should be it is included here as an example of a very good understanding 
of the topic, handled maturely. 

 
2 (a) Examine the role of faith schools within the United Kingdom today.  
   (30 marks) AO1
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
The answer starts with a brief plan.  It is always advisable for candidates to make a brief plan.  What is to 
be avoided, however, is the tendency of some to plan in so much detail that their answer merely seems to 
be a repetition of their planning notes.  This is clearly not a good use of their time. 
 
The answer starts off with a brief definition of a faith school, and shows some historical awareness.  The 
examiner’s omission mark near the top of the page is simply to indicate that it was not just the Church of 
England that was involved with education at this time.  The candidate makes appropriate reference to the 
dual system, and then goes on to explore a range of roles of faith schools.  These are well focussed and 
specific, with good exemplification.  The candidate is able to exemplify from a range of schools of different 
faiths, showing a very good understanding.  The idea of social cohesion is explored well, and there is good 
exemplification of the ways in which this may operate.  The final paragraph, whilst going beyond the strict 
demands of the question, makes very valid points in considering the role of faith schools within the wider 
life of the country.   
 
The Level 7 descriptor states: 
‘A thorough treatment of the topic within the time available, information is accurate and relevant, and good 
understanding is demonstrated through use of appropriate evidence/examples’ 
 
This answer clearly met these criteria and was awarded L7 (28/30). 
 

Level 7 (28 marks)
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 (b) ‘Faith schools are inappropriate in the 21st century.’  Assess this view 
   (15 marks) AO2
    
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
This is a well reasoned discussion which addresses the question clearly.  As sometimes happens, the 
conclusion is stated in the opening paragraph.  This is perfectly acceptable, and the candidate then goes 
on to show the reasoning which led to this conclusion.  The first complete paragraph on page 6 is a 
reiteration of AO1 material which does not add to the argument, but s/he then goes on to make a range of 
valid arguments about the place of faith schools in a multi-faith society.  Rather than simply listing points 
for and against, s/he teases ideas on either side of the argument, and uses examples to support different 
points in the argument.  This part of the answer is supported by good knowledge and understanding, as 
well as skills of reasoning, which supports the conclusion.  
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The Level 7 descriptor for AO2 states: 
‘A well focussed reasoned response to the issues raised. Different views are clearly explained with 
supporting evidence and argument.  There is some critical analysis. An appropriate evaluation is support 
by reasoned argument.’ 
 
What is very evident in this answer is the process of argument, and the whole response is very well 
focussed.  The answer was awarded L7 (14/15). 
 
This candidate’s final mark fell just below the grade A boundary, but this was because of the time issues 
and the quality of the second answer.  Had the second answer been of the quality of the first, s/he would 
have gained a very good grade A. 

Level 7 (14 marks)

 
 
 
 
 
 




