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2009 (June) Unit G  New Testament 
 
Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination 
 
Candidate A 
 

1 (a) Examine the relationship between the three synoptic gospels. 
   (30 marks) AO1
  
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
The focus of the question was an examination of the relationship.  The danger was that candidates would 
write in very general terms about aspects of the synoptic gospels but not fine tune the information towards 
addressing the focus of “relationship”. 
 
This candidate begins with a general introduction and then discusses purpose.  However, there is no clear 
linking of the material to the focus even though it is relevant.  It has been left to the examiner to make the 
necessary links.  
 
  



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Religious Studies / RSS07 Jun 09 Exemplar Candidate Work: Candidate A / Version 1.0 
 

 

4  
Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 

 
HIJ

 

 
A brief outline of the two document hypothesis is then given.  The candidate has mistakenly referred to it 
as the four document hypothesis and has also made an error by transposing Matthew and Mark in the first 
sentence of the paragraph.  Mistakes such as the transposing of names can be regarded as accidental 
errors and ignored.  However, if others were to occur it could be seen as evidence that the candidate does 
not actually understand the material and is not aware that they are errors.  
 
Support for the theory is given in very general terms and no evidence is given from the actual text.  Again, 
the question of purpose is revisited with reference to readership, but there is no clear linking back to the 
focus of the question.  Some additional notes inserted and written at the end of the answer book refer to 
Matthew as being the first gospel. 
 
Certainly there are some key ideas and facts.  There are some examples in terms of readership and 
purpose but none from the actual text.  An attempt has been made to address the focus, though at times 
the material has not been made clear as to how it relates to the question. 
  
Because of its breadth it was regarded as a satisfactory though not thorough treatment within the time 
available and was awarded a top level 5.  The candidate could have easily improved this answer by some 
rearrangement, clearer linking to focus and some examples from the text to support argument. 
 

Level 5 (23 marks)
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 (b) ‘There would be more advantage in having a single gospel than having three 
similar gospels.’  Assess this claim. 

   (15 marks) AO2
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
The answer consists basically of two arguments for and two arguments against but placed alternately.  The 
arguments are not really developed and the conclusion section (which is almost half the answer) is a 
repeat of the arguments. 
 
It does express two views, which is an element of the descriptor of level 5.  However, that is not sufficient 
to place it in level 5 since those views are not developed and limited in coverage.  Hence, it was awarded a 
level 4 where the descriptor refers to “a limited attempt to sustain an argument”. 

Level 4 (8 marks)
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2 (a) With reference to one healing miracle, explain the role and purpose of healing 
miracles in the synoptic gospels. 

   (30 marks) AO1
   
  Candidate Response 

 

 

 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Religious Studies / RSS07 Jun 09 Exemplar Candidate Work: Candidate A / Version 1.0 
 

 

8  
Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 

 
HIJ

 

 

 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Religious Studies / RSS07 Jun 09 Exemplar Candidate Work: Candidate A / Version 1.0 
 

 

HIJ  
Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 

 

9

 

 

 

 
 



Teacher Resource Bank / GCE Religious Studies / RSS07 Jun 09 Exemplar Candidate Work: Candidate A / Version 1.0 
 

 

10  
Copyright © 2009 AQA and its licensors. All rights reserved. 

 
HIJ

 

 
Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
Many candidates are given revision/study notes by their centres for each topic.  Though these have their 
place, there is always the danger that candidates rote learn them and reproduce them in the exam, 
regardless of the focus.  
 
This exam answer suggests that such a problem may have occurred here.  The first two paragraphs read 
like introductory notes on the topic of miracles.  The answer could equally have started at the third 
paragraph and nothing of any significance would have been lost. 
 
Indeed, the third paragraph contains some good material.  However, the material would have benefited 
with some of the points being developed a little more.  
 
The candidate has then gone on to use the healing miracle of the centurion’s servant.  It is a pity that the 
candidate has not linked the purposes already mentioned to this particular miracle account.  However, 
some attempt is made to link the miracle account to role and purpose.  
 
The excursus on eschatology is not made relevant to the question, but the final paragraph returns to 
address the focus. 
 
Without doubt, the answer does have some irrelevant material (introduction and eschatology) but there still 
remains accurate information of some breadth and the candidate has moved away from the rather more 
basic discussions about compassion and helping people to a more theological understanding about 
Kingdom of God.  There are a few inaccuracies in places but they do not detract from the scope of the 
material given. 
 
The candidate clearly has understanding and some reference to contribution of scholars.  In the time 
available it is a fairly thorough treatment, rather than just a satisfactory one, at AS level.  Hence it was 
awarded a level 6. 

Level 6 (25 marks)
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 (b) ‘In a scientific age, Jesus’ healings still have meaning.’  Assess this claim.  
   (15 marks) AO2
   
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
A series of arguments are given expressing alternate views for and against the claim.  There is some 
discussion about miracles having symbolic meaning but the thrust of “In a scientific age” is partially lacking 
in the debate.  There also seemed some confusion in the debate as to whether miracles could happen and 
what repercussions that would have on the arguments. 
 
Again, the candidate clearly has understanding and, with a slight refocus, could have easily gained a 
higher level mark.  There is an attempt to sustain a reasoned argument.  There is also some attempt at 
comment.  The conclusion is a summary of the arguments rather than an evaluation of them. 

Level 5 (10 marks)

 
 
 




