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2009 (June) Unit C  Philosophy of Religion 
 
Example of Candidate’s Work from the Examination 
 
Candidate B 
 

3 (a) Explain how psychology may challenge religious belief. 
   (30 marks) AO1
  
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
The question required candidates to explain how the various theories by Freud and/or Jung offer 
naturalistic explanations for religious beliefs.  The candidate clearly has some understanding of some of 
the theories and has often used the appropriate technical words.  
 
However, there is a major weakness with the answer.  The candidate has made very little reference to 
religious beliefs and, as a result, the focus on psychology challenging religious beliefs is not addressed.  
There are brief hints such as a “religious belief is the result of psychological pressure”, “religion stems form 
the unconscious mind”, libido had a role to play in the development in belief of religion, and “Jung 
concluded that religion comes from these archetypes”.  
 
There is no clear attempt to show how the theories of Freud and Jung explain religious belief.  Some of the 
theories are mentioned but no explanation is given as to how they relate to religious beliefs.  Apart from the 
first and last sentence of the answer, it would be difficult to work out what question this answer was 
addressing. 
 
It cannot be regarded as a generally satisfactory treatment of the topic (level 4 descriptor).  However, it is 
above isolated elements of partly accurate information (level 1 descriptor).  Although it does not have a 
summary of key points it does show limited understanding (level 3 descriptor).  Hence it was awarded 10 
marks (just into a level 3). 
 
Interestingly, it is an answer that would have taken very little to significantly improve it.  The weakness may 
well be in exam skills rather than knowledge of the topic. 

Level 3 (10 marks)

 
 (b) ‘Religion has been successful in responding to the challenges of psychology.’  

To what extent do you agree? 
   (15 marks) AO2
  Candidate Response 
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Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
The candidate’s lack of clarity in part (a) in addressing how psychology has challenged religious beliefs 
indicates that this part (b) may also be a weak response.  
 
There seems confusion in the statement that “religion may be the cause of belief in a creator”.  No attempt 
is made to address the weaknesses of the particular theories of Freud and Jung.  The conclusion “Overall, 
I do agree that religion has been successful in responding to the challenges of psychology…” is more of an 
opinion than a reasoned conclusion.  Certainly there seems no clear justification offered.  It seems difficult 
to justify level 1 (a few basic points) and so a level 0 was awarded. 

Level 0 (0 marks)
 
 

4 (a) Explain each of the following terms: positive atheism, negative atheism, 
agnosticism. 

   (30 marks) AO1
  Candidate Response 

 

 
Commentary 
 
AO1 (30 marks) 
 
This question required candidates to explain three terms that are listed in the Specification.  The candidate 
does show some understanding but the material is more a summary and addresses all three terms in just 
over 100 words (if you discount the first two sentences of introduction).  
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The trigger word “explain” indicates some development and illustrations are required.  However, each term 
has been “explained” in just two sentences.  Again, the candidate seems to lack exam skills rather than 
knowledge of the topic.  
 
It is not a generally satisfactory treatment of the topic within the time available (level descriptor 4) and so 
was awarded a level 3 (a summary of key points) and 12 marks. 

Level 3 (12 marks)

 
 (b) To what extent is religion in retreat in the modern world? 
   (15 marks) AO2
  Candidate Response 

 

 

 
Commentary 
 
AO2 (15 marks) 
 
The answer begins with a reference to technology, but it is not made clear what relevance this has to the 
argument.  A view is then briefly supported but no attempt is made to explain how evolution and the Big Bang 
cause religion to retreat.  Further evidence is given by a reference to numbers of atheists, which is then 
countered by the claim that there are also a lot of religious believers. 
 
Given that this issue is clearly stated for study in the Specification, it shows little evidence of such study.  It is 
superficial with a basic attempt at reasoning. 
 
Hence it was awarded a lower level 2 (a superficial response).  

Level 2 (3 marks)

 




