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Answer Question 1 and one other question.

1 Read this passage and answer parts (a) and (b) which follow.

�One definition of a miracle is an event that breaks the laws of nature.  Laws cannot be broken,
or they would not be laws.  Therefore, it would appear that an event that breaks the laws of
nature cannot happen.�

(a) Explain how some religious believers might argue that an event that breaks the laws of
nature can happen. (10 marks)

(b) Choose and explain one definition of a miracle, other than �an event that breaks the laws
of nature�. (10 marks)

2 (a) With reference to two scientific theories, explain what science tells us about the origin
and nature of the universe. (15 marks)

(b) �A scientific understanding of the origin and nature of the universe contradicts a religious
understanding of �creation�.�

Explain why this claim might be made, and assess how far you agree with it. (25 marks)

3 (a) �There are both classical (e.g. Aquinas, Paley) and modern (e.g. Swinburne) presentations
of the design arguments for the existence of God.�

Outline one classical and one modern presentation of the design arguments for the
existence of God. (15 marks)

(b) Explain the challenges to the design arguments from philosophy, and assess how far these
challenges are successful. (25 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS

Copyright © 2006 AQA and its licensors.  All rights reserved.




