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Section A

Answer all questions.

A psychologist is interested in investigating people’s beliefs in the paranormal (e.g. ghosts, telepathy,
unidentified flying objects) and decides to use a self-report measure to conduct their study.

1 Describe how a self-selecting sampling technique could be used to obtain participants for this

study. [3]
2 (a) Explain what is meant by an ‘open question’ and a ‘closed question’. [4]
(b) Outline one strength and one weakness of using open questions in a study investigating

(c)

(b)

© OCR 2009

people’s belief in the paranormal. [4]
Outline one strength and one weakness of using closed questions in a study investigating
people’s belief in the paranormal. [4]
Suggest a question that participants could be asked in this study, using a rating scale. [2]
Outline one advantage of using a question involving a rating scale in this study. [3]

Section A Total [20]
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Section B

Answer all questions.

Researchers want to conduct an observation investigating the use of mobile phones by students in
their free time in college.

4 Describe and evaluate an appropriate procedure that could be used in this study. [10]
5 Explain the difference between time sampling and event sampling in observational research. [4]

6 Outline one strength and one weakness of conducting observational research in this study.  [6]

Section B Total [20]
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Section C

Answer all questions.

A researcher has conducted an independent measures design experiment to investigate whether
chewing gum influences concentration. She recorded how many changes were detected in a ‘spot-the-
difference’ puzzle, by people chewing gum when completing the task, compared to those who were
not. The results are in the table below.

Number of differences detected in a ‘spot-the-difference’ puzzle (max =12)
Chewing gum Not chewing gum
whilst completing task whilst completing task

11 9
10 7

8 5

4 7
12 6

7 Suggest an appropriate alternate hypothesis for this experiment. [4]

8 (a) Identify the independent variable (V) and dependent variable (DV) in this experiment. [2]

(b) Describe an alternative way to operationalise the dependent variable in this experiment. [4]

9 Outline one strength and one weakness of using an independent measures design in this
experiment. [6]

10 Outline two findings from the data collected in this study. [4]

Section C Total [20]
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