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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, centre number and candidate 
number in the boxes on the first page. Please write 
clearly and in capital letters.

• Use black ink. HB pencil may be used for graphs and 
diagrams only.

• Answer ALL the questions in SECTION A and EITHER 
question 8 OR question 9 in SECTION B.

• Read each question carefully. Make sure you know 
what you have to do before starting your answer.

• Write your answer to each question in the space 
provided. If additional space is required, you should 
use the lined page at the end of this booklet. The 
question number(s) must be clearly shown.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the 
end of each question or part question.

• The total number of marks for this paper is 80.
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SECTION A

Your task is to answer questions about how a piece of 
research related to the passage below could be conducted. 

Correlations look for a relationship between two 
variables. They can be conducted on groups of people 
to see if there are relationships between pairs of 
character traits. Implicit personality theory suggests 
that certain traits or characteristics of a person 
occur together; for example happy people are usually 
friendly, quiet people are usually shy.

You must choose ONE of the options (a) to (g):

 (a) The relationship between happiness and 
friendliness.

 (b) The relationship between the characteristics quiet 
and shy.

 (c) The relationship between generosity and 
kindness.

 (d) The relationship between good humour and 
popularity.

 (e) The relationship between intelligence and 
academic achievement.

 (f) The relationship between extroversion and 
aggressive behaviour.

 (g) The relationship between self esteem and 
assertiveness. 

You must use a correlational design and plan to collect at 
least ordinal level data. It must be a practical project that 
could be conducted.
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SECTION A

Answer ALL the questions in SECTION A in relation to 
your practical project.

State the option (a) to (g) you have chosen for your

practical project  __________________________________

1 State the null hypothesis for your practical project.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 ___________________________________________ [3]
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2 Describe the method you would use to conduct your 
practical project.

 13 marks are awarded for replicability and 
appropriateness and 6 for the quality of the design 
and its feasibility.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________
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 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________
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 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _______________________________________ [13 + 6]
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3 Outline ONE disadvantage of using a correlation in 
your practical project.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 ___________________________________________ [3]
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4 Evaluate the measurement of ONE of the variables in 
your practical project.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 ___________________________________________ [6]
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5 Explain how participant variables could bias the 
sample in your practical project.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 ___________________________________________ [3]

6 Explain how you could ensure that your practical 
project avoids embarrassing the participants.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 ___________________________________________ [3]
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7 Outline an alternative method for measuring ONE of 
the variables in your practical project.

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 _____________________________________________

 ___________________________________________ [3] 

SECTION A TOTAL [40]
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SECTION B

You must answer EITHER question 8 OR question 9.

EITHER

8 (a) Briefly outline the social approach to psychology. 
 [4]

 (b) Describe TWO pieces of research that use the 
social approach to psychology.  [8]

 (c) Discuss the strengths and limitations of using 
the social approach to explain behaviour. Use 
examples of psychological research to support 
your answer. [12]

 (d) Compare the social approach with the individual 
differences approach. Use examples of 
psychological research to support your answer. [8]

 (e) Discuss how ethnocentrism may be a problem in 
the social approach.  [8]

IF YOU CHOOSE TO ANSWER QUESTION 8, WRITE YOUR 
ANSWERS ON PAGES 15 TO 23
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OR

9 (a) Briefly outline the experimental method used in 
psychology. [4]

 (b) Describe TWO laboratory experiments in 
psychology.  [8]

 (c) Discuss the strengths and limitations of using the 
experimental method to investigate behaviour. Use 
examples of psychological research to support 
your answer. [12]

 (d) Compare the laboratory experiment with the 
field experiment. Use examples of psychological 
research to support your answer. [8]

 (e) Discuss the extent to which psychology can be 
considered a science. [8]

IF YOU CHOOSE TO ANSWER QUESTION 9, WRITE YOUR 
ANSWERS ON PAGES 24 TO 32
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EITHER

8 (a)  Briefly outline the social approach to psychology. 

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [4]
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 (b) Describe TWO pieces of research that use the 
social approach to psychology. 

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [8]
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 (c) Discuss the strengths and limitations of using 
the social approach to explain behaviour. Use 
examples of psychological research to support 
your answer.

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 _______________________________________ [12]



20

 (d) Compare the social approach with the individual 
differences approach. Use examples of 
psychological research to support your answer. 

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [8]
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 (e) Discuss how ethnocentrism may be a problem in 
the social approach. 

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [8]
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OR

9 (a) Briefly outline the experimental method used in 
psychology.

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [4]
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 (b) Describe TWO laboratory experiments in 
psychology. 

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [8]
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 (c) Discuss the strengths and limitations of using the 
experimental method to investigate behaviour. Use 
examples of psychological research to support 
your answer.

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 _______________________________________ [12]
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 (d) Compare the laboratory experiment with the 
field experiment. Use examples of psychological 
research to support your answer.

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [8]
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 (e) Discuss the extent to which psychology can be 
considered a science.

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________
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 __________________________________________

 __________________________________________

 ________________________________________ [8]

SECTION B TOTAL [40]

PAPER TOTAL [80]
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ADDITIONAL PAGE

If you use this lined page to complete the answer to any 
question, the question number(s) must be clearly shown.

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________
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BLANK PAGE
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Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content 
that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and 
contact all copyright holders whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the 
issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright 
acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright Acknowledgements 
Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely 
available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live 
examination series.
If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any 
third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct 
its mistake at the earliest possible opportunity.
For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First 
Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 
OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment 
is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate 
(UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.
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