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Section A

Answer all questions.

A researcher is interested in finding out why students at a large sixth form college have decided to 
study psychology. He is going to use a self-report questionnaire.

1 (a) Suggest one open question and one closed question that the researcher could use to 
investigate subject choice.

    [4]

 (b) Discuss the validity of the closed question you have suggested to investigate subject choice.
 [4]

2 (a) Suggest how the researcher could use a random sampling technique to get 40 psychology 
students to complete the questionnaire. [2]

 (b) Evaluate the use of random sampling in this study. [4]

3 (a) What is quantitative data? [2]

 (b) Outline one strength and one weakness of quantitative data in this study. [4]

Section A Total [20]
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Section B

Answer all questions.

A researcher wants to conduct an experiment to investigate if there is a difference in the memory ability 
of primary school pupils in the morning compared to the afternoon. Each pupil will be assessed in both 
the morning and the afternoon.

4 Describe and evaluate one way in which the researcher could measure memory in this 
investigation. [10]

5 Explain the difference between an independent measures design and a repeated measures 
design. [4]

6 Outline one strength and one weakness of using a repeated measures design for this 
investigation. [6]

Section B Total [20]
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Section C

Answer all questions.

A researcher has conducted a correlational study to investigate the relationship between how important 
a person thinks appearance is and how much they spend on clothes each month. 

The first variable was ‘self rating of the importance of appearance’ measured on a ten point scale 
(where 1 = not important and 10 = extremely important). The second variable was ‘amount of money 
spent on clothes each month’ measured by asking people to estimate to the nearest five pounds how 
much they spent in a typical month. 

The results are in the table below.

Participants (initials) Self-rating of 
importance of appearance

Amount spent
on clothes each month

HA 6   £80

EP 8 £120

SF 9 £100

PR 3 £110

MS 7   £75

JP 4   £35

AG 3   £15

BF 5   £50

7 Suggest an appropriate null hypothesis for this study. [4]

8 (a) Sketch an appropriately labelled scattergraph displaying the results of this study. [4]

 (b) Outline two conclusions from the data in this scattergraph. [4]

9 Outline one strength and one weakness of the way ‘importance of appearance’ was measured in 
the study. [6]

10 Explain what is meant by a negative correlation. [2]

Section C Total [20]
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