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Introduction

In general, candidates’ coverage of questions of biological and learning psychology was good in
terms of all skill requirements. There was some variety in knowledge and understanding across
topic areas. It would appear that candidates managed the time demands of the exam well,
attempting all questions. A large number of candidates did not attempt Question 4, relating to
adoption studies.

In questions that related to application to a context, there was often evidence of appropriate, and
often detailed, application. This appears somewhat improved from previous series, although there
was still the presence of purely generic answers from some candidates.

In terms of longer responses, candidates' answers were generally well attempted, with evidence of
an increasing awareness of the requirements of “evaluate” questions.

Candidates who achieved higher marks supported their answers with evidence from research
studies, therapies and theories, amongst other points. Candidates would benefit from knowing
what is required from the different command verbs, in order to support their understanding of
what the question is asking.
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Question 1

Many candidates identified generic strengths with an absence of clear links to the Raine et al study,
and therefore did not gain A01 credit. It was clear in many answers they knew the strength but
could not provide accurate ways of answering this. Candidates who did give credit-worthy answers
often demonstrated a lack of justification to the evaluation point, and so were unable to gain credit
for the justification of the strength. Candidates that answered well had clear application to Raine et
al's study, giving specific application/details from his procedure or findings, specifying murderers
and clearly justifying why this was a strength.

1 You will have learned about the classic study by Raine et al. (1997).

Explain two strengths of Raine et al’s (1997) study.
Strength 1
_____________ Used. . e aPEThramScmrugm(h@wuw

......... ot) me Locedudo iy, 8. Anene. . Lds..O. 3. ...
3&11\.&&.14{. mma uw:x DAl e can.. m,rc; Praideg.

___________ otgo(mb oedacanan. . weram;or&mm
- GO D S A D N esd Ak CeaulEl....
......... MO N m\d\ Mwmﬁuﬂ......ﬂhm AS AL m,am

...... Dok Sodug oo e A Y X e Al 1. e D AW W hat...
was S Yok O Meddlv e (Total for Question 1 = 4 marks)
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N (7 ResultsPlus
E/N Examiner Comments

The 'strength’ is generic evaluation of a PET scan,
without any links to the Raine et al study. As such,
this does not gain credit.

The 'weakness' gains marks. It is explicitly relevant
to the study, and the justification of why this is a
weakness is clear.

2 marks

A\

y
A

<Y\ ResultsPlus
\\_} Examiner Tip

Be able to justify strengths and weaknesses
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Question 2 (a)

Most candidates could write the correct correlational hypothesis for one mark but quite often were
not clear in terms of what they were measuring within their biological practical. Operationalising
the hypothesis, as in previous series, was absent in many responses.

There were occasions when candidates identified the aim of their practical rather than a
hypothesis. A minority of candidates answered with other practical investigations, such as cognitive

psychology.

2 You were required to carry out a practical investigation in biological psychology.

(a) State the hypothesis for your practical investigation in biological psychology.

pogresiom t ey (2)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The correlation between height and aggression is
basic, with no further operationalization.

1 mark

2 You were required to carry out a practical investigation in biological psychology.

(a) State the hypothesis for your practical investigation in biological psychology.

(2)

....... vl &Q_L'P-ﬁ’r@:ﬁ....._.{_wﬂﬁ OF.. cng@emm o.v\d h@x@wgﬂn mg
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In comparison with the other example, there is
clear operationalization of the same hypothesis.

2 marks

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)

Many candidates were able to identify an appropriate ethical consideration. The considerations
were often underdeveloped in relation to the application to their biological practical investigation.

(b) Describe one ethical consideration you accounted for during your practical
investigation in biological psychology.

(2)

memmp&{i(.@\e_sa ............ el .. ALy . wihen
.......... &MMUN\D(@Q@@P&&LUR@U%hw

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The ethical consideration (right to withdraw) is
identified. Many students gained this mark.

This candidate further applies the ethical
consideration correctly to their practical
investigation, and therefore also achieves the A02
mark.

2 marks

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Make clear reference to the practical investigation
in your answer

This allows access to A02 application marks
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Question 2 (c)

There were many generic answers in relation to the Spearman’s Rho.

A large number of responses quoted the numerical values of their Spearman'’s rho outcome from
their biological practical rather than description of the outcome.

When candidates had read the question carefully, their answers were usually excellent in terms of
what the question was asking: application to their biological practical.

(c) Describe the outcome of your Spearman’s rho test for your practical investigation
in biological psychology.
(2)
Thi. Speacmman’s.. .rho. &S resules. showsed. ...
thak. thce  WAS 00 sigupcant  Oaelabion. .
e and  sek -raxed lels o Q&grcss'm

’ﬂq.a Ob&m.ed ........ uc:wuf; .......... was. loouer (ihan ......... ém_

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response gains 1 mark for the description of
the Spearman’s rho outcome.

No further mark is given due to the remainder of
the response being generic, and therefore not
credit-worthy for an application question.

1 mark
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Question 2 (d)

Improvements to the biological practical were quite often answered by identifying weaknesses and
then how to improve upon the identified weakness for the second mark.

There were many generic answers that could have applied to any practical on their course. A
number of candidates focussed upon weaknesses of the study, without attempting to identify an
area for improvement. Where justification of an improvement was attempted, this was often
limited in detail.

Stronger candidates would apply their improvements, giving specific details about their original
sample, such as size and where they were obtained, and so clearly indicated what needed to be
improved.

(d) Explain two improvements you could make to your practical investigation in
biological psychology.

g:que ...... e ac W"hﬂk@ N
Ao, aeamq\ ...... SRS e m;a.rd czu:\‘
o g:mmfxc‘—;mmiﬂlﬁc ﬁ&jhm.x: e,

ot e oo | radines Tomny
Yoy arend e mm,mm
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The need for a larger sample, with an indication of
what their sample was, gains an AO2 mark.

There is evidence of identification of the weakness
within this response. The improvement is then
justified in relation to making the data more
representative.

The comment relating to aggression scores
identifies a weakness - 'They may have lied' - and
suggests rating from others as the improvement
(A02).

There is no justification of why this would be a
valid improvement to gain the A03 mark.

3 marks

GCE Psychology 8PS0 02
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Question 3 (a)

There were many attempts to make the question apply to the stem, by referring to Belinda's name.
Application to the content of the scenario in terms of the child’s aggression or taking of toys was
less evident.

More-able candidates used key terminology associated with Freud's theory - specifically the id and
catharsis. They explained these terms with reference to Belinda and applied them to specific
aggressive behaviours.

A minority of candidates focussed upon Freud’s psychosexual stages of development. Despite the
presence of some inaccuracies in relation to Freud's theory, the majority of candidates answered
this question correctly and achieved good marks. They were able to apply the scenario to Belinda.

There was an absence of entirely generic responses without reference, in any form, to Belinda.

3 Belinda is an 11-month-old child whose parents-were-recently-contacted by her
nursery staff. They informed Belinda's parents that Belinda is aggressive towards other
children. She has pushed other children over, taken their toys, and has shouted at the
nursery staff.

(a) Describe how Freud's psychodynamic theory could explain Belinda'’s aggressive
behaviour.
(3)

ld oc‘::ﬁ S Mp\eaam QnM\t, mmn:%%@r-

....\ &j

&Ch a S0.do..
@t

n rMoANAS Ol 1N v\ef&w‘h N k
e d-e,w:[ [ 2=l <IN QY N\O
\‘j g Q{ }m ’%%g ]Q J\\(_\r\ '\% “in L‘Q
de€s N\ fee | e,m“@ S Gpeol s
Qe SR <~ dadren
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ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

All comments are related to the scenario.

Initial description of id does not gain credit.
Application to Belinda and the id is creditworthy.

Further marks are given for:
* superego being underdeveloped due to her age

*» reference to the morality principle, applied to a
lack of guilt within the nursery

3 marks
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Question 3 (b)

There were many examples of generic responses evaluating Freud, rather than his theory of
aggression.

The strengths of the explanation for some, came across as more of a conclusion of Freud’s theory
than an evaluative point. Good examples focussed their strength around wider application of the
explanation and catharsis.

Candidates showed a greater knowledge of the weaknesses of the explanation than the strengths.
As with other questions in this paper, attempts at justification of the strength or weakness were
typically generic, with a lack of application to Freud's theories.

(b) Explain one strength and one weakness of Freud's psychodynamic explanation of
aggression,
(4)

Strength |
TE  oublins  nesgna) camp[mm__fom ................

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Strength is insufficient to gain credit.

Weakness identifies an appropriate weakness,
which is justified.

2 marks
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Question 4

This question was not attempted by a large number of candidates. Furthermore, a large proportion
attempted an evaluation of a twin study rather than an adoption study, which was not credit-
worthy. A minority of candidates undertook an evaluation of adoption studies in general, rather
than relating it to a specific adoption study.

Common adoption studies attempted were that of Heston (1966) and Kety et al (1968). A mixed
range of abilities was evident when evaluating an appropriate adoption study.

Description of an appropriate study was often detailed, when present. More-able candidates
provided information relating to a number of details, including aims, participant information,
clinical diagnoses and methodology.

Evaluations, including those amongst the more-able candidates, often included generic evaluation,
rather than specific application to the chosen study. As a levels-based question it was important to
consider that an AO1/A03 response was required, which needed an equal emphasis on knowledge
and understanding versus evaluation and conclusion.

Those candidates who scored highly on both skills were able to demonstrate accurate and
thorough knowledge and understanding of a specific adoption study. This AO1 knowledge was
usually embedded within a logical evaluation throughout their answers, rather than evaluation
being presented in isolation following a separate description of the study. This, therefore, allowed
candidates to demonstrate logical chains of reasoning throughout, displaying an awareness of
competing arguments, with a balanced conclusion.

The most-able candidates provided knowledge and evaluated through each statement or

paragraph within their answer, allowing them to access quickly and efficiently the logical chains of
reasoning throughout their answers, which then usually resulted in a balanced conclusion.

GCE Psychology 8PS0 02
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4 Evaluate one adoption study that you have |garned about in biological psychology.
(8)
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‘/\ Examiner Comments

The candidate begins to answer their question with
an outline of the aims of Kety et al's study.

The second paragraph incorporates both
description of the study and evaluation. There is
no further description of the study throughout the
response.

The third and fourth paragraphs continue to
evaluate the study accurately in terms of reliability,
validity and ethics.

A conclusion is evident.

Overall, the candidate demonstrates accurate
knowledge and understanding of the study. They
produce largely coherent chains of reasoning,
resulting in a conclusion being present.

Level 3

6 marks




Question 5 (a)

Many candidates who described correctly a brief point about non-participant observation, then
found it difficult to achieve more than one mark for this. The most common description given was
that it was an observation that the researcher would not interact with participants. There was
limited further expansion beyond this. Some candidates gave examples, but these only replicated
the point already made.

Those candidates who gave higher-achieving answers expanded their definitions, and typically
included reference to include overt/covert observations, which were explained and applied to non-
participants. As with previous years, there were still some candidates evaluating within their
answers, when this is a 'describe’ question.

5 Malcolm carried out a non-participant observation in a local nursery to find out
whether older children or younger children are more aggressive.

(a) Describe non-participant observation as a human research method.
(3)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark is given for a description of observing
others but not taking part.

There is no additional credit for the example
because it adds no additional description of non-
participant observation.

1 mark
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Do not repeat what you have already written

Present a range of information according to the
number of marks available
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Question 5 (b)

This was another question that a number of students did not attempt, though less so than for other
guestions.

There was a degree of confusion amongst a large number of candidates who discussed sampling of
participants, rather than event sampling. Additional common incorrect answers focussed on where
the study was conducted or putting on an ‘event’ to observe. Many candidates answered this
incorrectly, which suggested a degree of guesswork on the part of the candidates.

There was at times limited application beyond reference to Malcolm, and not always consistently
applied within a response. Those candidates who gave credit-worthy answers often focussed on the

recording of aggressive behavior when it was observed. There was limited consideration to other
elements of the event sampling, ie establishing categories of behaviour prior to this.

(b) Describe how Malcolm could use event sampling in his non-participant
observation at the local nursery.
(2)
.................... Valcoim.... Sud ust. _eacnk. somghng bghstmga%mssmkbdwwm

......................... th at.mu.tct......ox.cu.x.._..,..&u:h..as......iﬂ..l.m.'.‘!g.. Or..showang,..and. tallgng.. tham. ...

...................... = T T

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark is given for a description of listing
aggressive behaviour and an example of
aggressive behaviour.

A second mark is awarded for tallying them into
categories with an example that is relevant to

scenario.

2 marks

GCE Psychology 8PS0 02 21



ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Ensure that examples provide additional value to
the response
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Question 5 (c)

This question was answered well by the majority of candidates. Some did not apply the middle
value element for this type of calculation.

Question 5 (d)

This question was answered relatively well by the majority of candidates. Titles were typically
detailed. Where marks were lost, this was usually in relation to the correct labeling of the axes, with
some candidates choosing to label the bars, rather than the axes.

| (d) Draw a bar chart to display the mean number of aggressive acts for children
! aged one to two years old (Group A) and for children aged three to four years old
(Group B), as shown in Table 1.
' (3)
2. fS i play. e rean nuwnbe, ¢}
........ AQEYLISWE aCKI Jof CA™ o e Agal N 10 b0 yean and S FO
Fonr Mo S
2%
zu I
[Z 1Al
JAL
10
e -
12
% I 1
: f |
I1
§ E
P & X 2 “ < [
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark is given for the correct title.

Labelling of the axes and plotting of the data is
inaccurate.

1 mark

//’\\\
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Know how to plot data correctly within a bar chart,
to avoid confusion with other types of graphs
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Question 5 (e)

Many candidates could identify a participant variable, although the ability to explain it well in terms
of the context was not always evident.

There was some confusion for several candidates between participant variables and situational
variables. As has been consistent in other questions in which a justification was required, the
justification was often absent or poorly expressed. There were indications of candidates
elaborating on the variable identified, rather than justifying the response.

Common variables expressed included the identification of developmental issues, such as the
presence of ADHD, and gender.

(e) Explain one participant variable that Malcolm could have controlled for when

planning his observation at the local nursery.
(2)

B Qudncdiped . Neaahe  Med Could

me eer maes S he
‘}""“9“ ......................... <8 gedacionds. on M Gl

e T
OXSY\ 0‘“{{\‘“}3 %%M“"* \"’Mﬁ:‘t&l forQuestionS 11 marks)

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark is given for the relevant participant
variable of gender.

No second mark is given, because there is no
justification of this participant variable.

1 mark
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Examiner Tip

When directed to ‘explain’, justify your response,
rather than providing elaboration: elaboration
does not meet the requirements for A03

26 GCE Psychology 8PS0 02



Question 6

There was a clear preference for flooding being used as a treatment for Matilda’s phobia, despite
other treatment options also being appropriate.

There was often inclusion of description of the treatment, rather than application of the treatment
to the context of Matilda’'s phobia of buttons. Most candidates were able to apply the treatment to
the scenario sufficiently to gain at least half of the available marks. Few candidates were able to
write with sufficient depth to gain all available marks. A number of the candidates did not attempt
to apply to the scenario at all.

6 Matilda has been diagnosed with a phobia of buttons. She has been undergoing
systematic desensitisation therapy for three months, which has been unsuccessful.
Her therapist has decided to try an alternative treatment for her phobia.

Describe one treatment, other than systematic desensitisation, that the therapist
could use with Matilda.

_.__Mz’au /fuc ... mfﬂ /Z; /&Jm /%/M e SLtA....
mimm/%fw&/flcaﬂ
ot ... ondd e b vt . L. geoc. Y/
it eeonse.. .. . becone... Loo... kot ted . oo Mhs

oerr@d... P aloed....aend ... PV L0..... . dbOraid.... = L.
/%wmn wdCOKL....... 08L.... @ /ﬂaa'/%c /mm‘ .......... 4ag.....

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark is given for the description of Matilda
being 'stuck in a room and can't come out'.

A second mark is given for the reference to her
becoming exhausted.

No mark is given for the final sentence, which is
generic and not applied to Matilda.

2 marks
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Question 7 (a)

This question appeared to be a question that candidates were either able to answer in full detail, or
not able to answer at all.

When the question was answered accurately, frequent responses related to examples of sources
used, tallying and counting up words and phrases etc. More-able candidates used key phrases such
as ‘coding units’ and an explanation of gathering quantitative and qualitative data.

The outcome of this question suggests there to be a need for further development of knowledge of
content analysis.

7 (a) Describe content analysis as a research method used in psychology.

(4)
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ﬁ/\e Examiner Comments

One mark is given for a description of analysing
content or themes.

One mark is given within the second sentence for
'creating common themes'.

A third mark is given for tallying each time
something occurs from that category.

The fourth mark is given for the results allowing
for comparison, through use of quantitative data.

4 marks
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Question 7 (b)

This question was answered quite well by many candidates, mainly in terms of subjective
interpretation.

Few candidates developed their answers for an additional mark.

Some candidates attempted to apply their response to examples, which was often done well.

(b) Explain one weakness of content analysis as a research method used in
psychology.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

One mark is given for identification of subjectivity
as a weakness of content analysis.

The second mark is given for justification of the
weakness in terms of secondary sources because
the researcher has to interpret them personally.

2 marks
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Question 8

Generally, the majority of candidates demonstrated knowledge of Watson & Raynor’s study of Little
Albert. More-able candidates demonstrated a breadth of knowledge, including aims, procedure and
findings. Less-able candidates tended to report on procedure only.

Candidates gaining Level 3 and Level 4 responses gave a range of A03 points, well-applied. Most
frequently, evaluation focussed on ethics, application and generalisability. However, less-able
candidates focussed mainly on ethics and sample problems, with limited application to the study.

There were occasions in which some candidates focussed only on evaluation, overlooking a
description of the study.

The volume of information provided for this question often resulted in additional paper being used.
In such situations there was a mixture of candidates documenting many different, yet relevant
points, and those who were somewhat repetitive in their description and evaluation. As a result, the
amount written did not always correlate with marks awarded.

As a levels-based question it was important to note that an AO1/A03 response was required, which
needed to show an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding versus evaluation and
conclusion.

Therefore, those candidates who scored highly on both skills were able to demonstrate accurate
and thorough knowledge and understanding of the Little Albert study. This AO1 knowledge was
usually embedded within a logical evaluation throughout their answer, not just in the second half of
the response. This, therefore, allowed candidates to demonstrate logical chains of reasoning
throughout, displaying an awareness of competing arguments with a balanced conclusion.

The most-able candidates demonstrated knowledge and evaluated through each statement or

paragraph within their answer, allowing them to access the logical chains of reasoning quickly and
efficiently throughout their answers, which then usually resulted in a balanced conclusion.
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8 You will have learned about the classic study by Watson and Rayner (1920) Little Albert.

Evaluate the classic study by Watson and Rayner (1920) Little Albert.
(8)
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‘/\ Examiner Comments

The first paragraph includes a brief description of
the study, with an evaluation of this description
relating to generalisabilty.

The second paragraph is predominantly
evaluation, as is the third paragraph. The third
paragraph includes a brief reference to noise being
created. A conclusion is present.

The response demonstrates isolated knowledge
and understanding of Watson & Rayner’s study.
The evaluation is well-developed in places and
demonstrates logical chains of reasoning.

This response demonstrates a response in which
there was a significant difference in the abilities
across the two AOs.

6 marks

Level 3




Question 9

This question yielded a great variety of answers in terms of candidate responses. Many candidates
were able to apply the Harrison study in terms of both operant conditioning (which they did seem
to do better) but for some they also applied it very well, mainly to accurate brain functioning. Some
candidates did not provide reference to brain functioning but other areas of biological psychology,
such as hormones. As a result, these candidates did not fulfill this requirement of the question.

Most candidates demonstrated very little AO1, and instead focussed on A02. There were occasions
when AO1 content lapsed, with greater emphasis on evaluation, which did influence the level
awarded. Descriptive points tended to be a description of elements of operant conditioning.

Application to Harrison and the content of the scenario were evident in almost all responses. There
was a number of candidates who focussed only A02. When present, it was applied in detail.
Common applications related to positive reinforcements citing specific aspects, such as Harrison
being cheered on by peers.

Evaluation was attempted for many and in some cases completed very well. Evaluation was present
to a lesser degree than AO2 content. Some candidates used research to support their arguments.
Less-able candidates would not highlight this as A03, so this had to be identified by the examiner.
More-able candidates would clearly identify such comments as evaluation.

As a levels-based question, it was important to note that an A01/A02/A03 response was required.
This needed to show an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding versus application
versus judgment and conclusion.

Those candidates who scored highly on all skills were able to demonstrate accurate and thorough
knowledge. They showed understanding of the extent to which both operant conditioning and
brain functioning could explain and evaluate aggressive behaviour. They applied this effectively to
the scenario. This AO1 knowledge was displayed with sustained application to the context. They
displayed logical chains of reasoning embedded throughout their answers, not just as a standalone
evaluation. This allowed such candidates to demonstrate an awareness of competing arguments
throughout their answer, leading to a balanced response.

The most-able candidates provided answers that did not only provide context-specific knowledge
then evaluate what was being asked in the question. Rather, they demonstrated knowledge and
evaluated through each statement or paragraph. This allowed candidates to access the balanced
judgment/decision elements of the level banding quickly and efficiently.
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9 Harrison and two of his friends were arrested for fighting whilst watching their local
football club play against a rival team. During the fight Harrison’s friends cheered him
on and encouraged him to fight supporters from the opposing team. Harrison was
arrested by the police and did not see the rest of the football match.

Evaluate how operant conditioning and brain functioning could explain Harrison’s
aggressive behaviour. You must make reference to the context in your answer.
(12)
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N

N,
<N / ResultsPlus
?/\ Examiner Comments

The first paragraph provides an introduction to the
essay.

The second paragraph identifies damage to the
pre-frontal cortex as an explanation, which is
supported by evaluation using research.

The third paragraph discusses role models, which
is not operant conditioning.

There is an absence of any conclusion.

The response demonstrates isolated elements of
knowledge. Application to the context is limited.
There is limited supporting evidence provided.

3 marks

Level 1
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Make sure that justification is provided where needed within the questions, to access A03 marks,
and that attempts at justification are not further elaboration

* When being asked about A02 - skill application to a specific scenario or practical - it is important
that responses are very clearly linked, to avoid generic answers

¢ Within evaluation extended response questions candidates should attempt to provide some
description within the question, rather than the provision of only evaluative comments
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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