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Introduction
Candidates for the most part attempted all elements of this paper with no question 
specifically not being answered. In general, candidates' coverage of questions within both 
biological and learning psychology was good in terms of all skill requirements, although 
knowledge and understanding of some areas did vary.  Candidates seemed to manage their 
time well and usually attempted all questions, including the longer essay ones. 

In terms of questions that required an application to a context there was some success; 
however, as in previous series, this did limit some candidates' responses, especially those 
who provided purely generic answers.  Within some candidates' answers they failed to 
complete the A03 part of their answer in terms of justification, quite often the identification 
mark was awarded but additional credit could not be given if this was not elaborated 
further. This was true not only in terms of strengths and weaknesses of method-based 
questions but also those focusing on theories.  

In terms of longer responses, candidates' answers were generally well attempted 
with evidence of an increasing awareness of the requirements of “evaluate” questions, 
including at times reference to conclusions. Candidates who achieved higher marks, 
supported their answers with evidence from research studies, therapies and theories, 
amongst other points.   

Candidates would benefit from knowing clearly what is required from the different 
command verbs in order to support their understanding of what the question is asking. 



4 GCE Psychology 8PS0 02

Question 1 (a)
The majority of candidates' answers focused on Brendgen or Gottesman and Shields, with 
very few other twin studies being used. Accuracy in candidates' answers depended on 
how well they knew the procedure of their chosen twin study.  Answers mainly focused on 
how they acquired samples, methods used - quite often referencing in clear and accurate 
examples of what was used, the time scale, how zygosity was measured, amongst other 
credible points.  Some candidates did not read the question in terms of procedural criteria 
and provided results, aims and often conclusions to the twin study they were answering - 
which were not creditable. A minority of candidates wrote very generic answers about twin 
studies in general, with some writing about adoption studies.  

It is important that candidates 
read the question carefully in 
terms of what it is asking, for 
example, "procedure”, in order to 
be able to access full marks. 

Examiner Tip
This response gained 1 mark.  
The candidate begins their answer with an aim which 
is not part of the procedure.  A mark is awarded for 
knowledge of information from the hospital records 
onwards.  The end part of the answer refers to results 
and conclusions which again does not gain any marks. 

Examiner Comments
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This response gained 3 marks. 

The candidate provides three clear knowledge 
points from a correct twin study.  They provide 
knowledge of informed consent from the parents, 
which is correct for this study. The candidate 
then gains one mark each for the two rating 
scales.  The candidate clearly knows their twin 
study and is able to provide procedural elements 
- a fourth mark is not awarded, as neither the 
beginning nor the end points have enough detail 
for credit.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b)
Many candidates were able to grasp the A01 mark for identifying a strength and weakness 
of the twin study they had learned about in biological psychology.  The most common 
answers for Brendgen's study focused on the strength on using two rating scales and used 
sample problems of this study for the weakness.  For Gottesman and Shields (1966) the 
strength most commonly related to testing for zygosity and the weakness to sampling issues 
with the twin sample.  For many answers there was a lack of justification which resulted in 
candidates only receiving partial marks for the strength and/or weakness.  In some cases, 
candidates provided generic answers of twin studies not focused on what they had provided 
in part (a) which resulted in no marks being awarded.  This could indicate that candidates 
did not fully know their twin study in the depth needed to evaluate it in terms of a strength 
or weakness or they may have been unfamiliar with the necessity to provide a strength 
and weakness of a twin study.   Candidates also, at times, provided inaccuracies in terms of 
their A01 knowledge from the study, for example, when referring to sample size, country of 
origin and type of data gathered, amongst others.  This quite often then transferred into an 
incorrect justification, again limiting marks that candidates could access across the strength 
and weakness.
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This response gained 4 marks. 
The strength provides reference to Brendgen's study in terms 
of identification of A01 knowledge about the questionnaire 
used, which the candidate goes on to justify in terms of 
it being standardised and easily replicable for a second 
mark.  The weakness is also worth two marks, there is clear 
identification in terms of the sample of 6-year-olds used 
in Brendgen’s study and this is justified in terms of a lack 
of generalisability to others apart from 6-year-olds, for the 
second mark. 

Examiner Comments

This response was not awarded any 
marks.
Both the strength and weakness are 
generic, there is no clear identification 
of which twin study the candidate is 
referencing in their answer so they 
cannot gain any credit.

Examiner Comments

Candidates would benefit from clear 
reference to their study in terms of 
identification marks within a question 
like this.  This would then allow access 
to A03 justification marks of the actual 
strength and/or weakness they are 
trying to explain.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
(a) (i) 

Most candidates were able to identify the correct sampling method used by Hinnah in her 
study.  For a minority there was some confusion with opportunity sampling.

(a) (ii) 

Many candidates struggled to gain full marks for this question. Lots of candidates correctly 
identified and justified a strength/weakness of the sampling method used; however, many 
did not apply this to Hinnah’s study and therefore credit was limited.  Many answers focused 
clearly on strengths and/or weaknesses of volunteer sampling, including reference to 
practical explanations, lack of representation and type of sample that could come forward, 
in addition to other points - however, most often these were not linked to Hinnah’s study in 
any way.  There were also a number of inaccuracies in terms of strengths and weaknesses 
for volunteer sampling, in addition to evaluation points not focusing on volunteer sampling, 
that were included in candidates' answers. 
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The response for (a)(i) gains 1 mark.
The candidate correctly identifies the 
correct sampling method used by 
Hinnah in her study.
The response for (a)(ii) also gains 1 mark.  
The candidate scores 0 marks for the 
strength, there is no identification of 
volunteer sampling in terms of Hinnah's 
study - the answer is generic. The 
weakness scores 1 mark in terms of 
the sample coming from her college, 
justification gains no marks as there is a 
lack of development in the candidate's 
answer.  

Examiner Comments

Candidates would benefit from 
additional skill work on justification of 
strengths and weaknesses.  Also, when 
asked, candidates need to make clear 
reference to the scenario within their 
answers; this will allow them to access 
A02 identification marks. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
The majority of candidates were able to follow the instructions in the question and clearly 
identify the “outlier” on the graph.  Nearly all of the candidates who got this question correct 
followed the instruction in the question to “circle” the outlier.  A minority of candidates failed 
to circle anything on the graph. 

The candidate gains 1 mark.

The candidate clearly circles the correct 
“outlier” result on the graph. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)
Most candidates were able to identify an appropriate conclusion for Hinnah’s study.  Many 
candidates referenced accurate key terms within their answer such as positive correlation 
or used key language from the material provided, for example, “number of times drug was 
taken per week”.  Weaker candidates provided results as their answer therefore gaining 
0 marks. Repetition within conclusions meant that only one mark could be accessed by 
some.  Formulating a justification of their conclusion did prove challenging, again for some 
there was repetition in their answers.  

Candidates need to ensure that they 
do not repeat what they have already 
stated in conclusion questions that ask 
for 2 marks.  They need to ensure that 
their answer is a justification of what 
they have already suggested in their 
identification of a conclusion in order 
to access the second mark. 

Examiner Tip

This response gained 0 marks. 
The candidate has failed to identify 
an appropriate conclusion for one 
mark.  They infer that there is a higher 
aggression score but they do not say 
clearly what is influencing this, “the 
more times taken”, what is taken? 

Examiner Comments
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This response gained 2 marks 

In the first sentence, the candidate 
identifies an appropriate conclusion 
that Hinnah could make from the 
results in the scatter diagram.  They go 
on to justify this conclusion by making 
reference to drugs affecting aggression 
which gets them a second mark.  The 
last sentence does not gain any credit 
as two marks have already been 
awarded.  

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a)
(a) (i) and (ii)

The majority of candidates answered this question correctly. Part (a)(i) was mostly 
identified as dendrites.  For part (a)(ii) there was a variety of acceptable answers, although 
this was not answered as accurately as part (i), it was nevertheless answered well by many 
candidates. Some candidates mixed the two parts up so gained 0 marks. A minority of 
candidates did not answer this question at all or only part answered it, gaining 1 mark if 
they were correct.

This response gained 2 marks for 
correct answers for both (a)(i) and (ii). 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)
Candidates' answers to this question varied in quality. The question required answers that 
focused on explaining the effects that recreational drugs may have on the transmission 
process in Tina’s central nervous system.  A minority of candidates provided answers that 
did not have any reference to the Tina scenario whilst others only referred to “Tina” within 
their answers, quite often focusing on drug addiction. Stronger candidates were able to 
use key terminology associated with recreational drug affects, going on to explain these 
and apply them to Tina/stress/her exams - or an alternative scenario focus. Many answers 
focused on the effects of dopamine on the central nervous system, quite often linked well 
to the scenario. Other recreational drugs commonly cited included nicotine, cocaine, heroin 
and alcohol.  

This response gained 0 marks.
The candidate does not provide any 
clear reference to the scenario in terms 
of the effects that recreational drugs 
may have on the transmission process 
in Tina’s central nervous system 
in relation to her stress/forthcoming 
examinations.

Examiner Comments
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This response gained 2 marks.

The candidate begins their answer with 
a generic explanation of recreational 
drugs and how they affect the 
transmission process, which is not 
clearly linked to the scenario.  The 
example gains two marks for clear 
reference to heroin in terms of 
dopamine production making Tina feel 
euphoria and not being stressed and 
the absence of the drug influencing 
dopamine and Tina starting to feel 
stressed. 

Examiner Comments

This question required there to 
be a clear reference to the Tina 
scenario throughout candidates' 
answers.  Candidates would benefit 
from ensuring that they embed 
within their answers key elements 
of the scenario which will support 
their responses in actually answering 
what the question requires. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
Most candidates attempted this question which focused on evaluating the use of brain 
scanning techniques to investigate human behaviour. Candidate responses varied in terms 
of skill application and knowledge of the scanning techniques commonly used in human 
behaviour.  Better candidates' responses provided clear A01 in terms of PET, fMRI and CAT 
focusing on how they worked, the tracers used and the images they produced, amongst 
other credible knowledge. These candidates then went on to use this accurate knowledge in 
terms of evaluative points - common answers quite often did this in terms of each scanning 
technique. Alternative answers took clear knowledge of each scanning technique and 
evaluated this throughout their answer, making clear reference to the different scanning 
techniques as they produced their responses.

Those candidates who were awarded Level 1 or 2 marks tended to either provide answers 
without any accurate knowledge and understanding or produced evaluative statements with 
only some development, or they simply stated answers that were not explained.  Imbalance 
was quite often evident within some candidates' answers in terms of weaknesses being 
more frequently used in addition to limited conclusions. A few candidates still showed 
preference for providing knowledge of all types of scanning techniques and then evaluating 
them in the second half - often not clearly referencing in A01 knowledge in the second half 
of their answers. 

Answers commonly referred to Raine et al as supporting evidence for PET scanning which 
was credible; however this, for a minority, then became an evaluation answer for this study 
and was not specifically related to brain scanning techniques.  They tended to then follow a 
“GRAVE” technique answer which did not meet the requirements of the question.

As a level based question it was important to consider that an A01/A03 response was 
required which needed an equal emphasis on knowledge and understanding versus 
evaluation and conclusion. Therefore those candidates who scored highly on both 
skills were able to demonstrate accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding 
of brain scanning techniques to investigate human behaviour.  This A01 knowledge 
was usually embedded with a logical evaluation throughout their answers, not just in 
the second half.  This, therefore, allowed candidates to demonstrate logical chains of 
reasoning throughout, displaying an awareness of competing arguments with a balanced 
conclusion.  The most able candidates provided knowledge and evaluated through each 
statement or paragraph within their answer, allowing them to access quickly and efficiently 
the logical chains of reasoning throughout their answers which then usually resulted in a 
balanced conclusion.   
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This response gained Level 2 - 4 marks. 
The candidate begins their answer with an identification of different scanning 
techniques.  They then go on to provide some knowledge and understanding 
of PET scanning in terms of stimulation.  The second part of this paragraph 
takes this further in terms of embedding knowledge of scanning within an 
evaluative point - comparison with other scanning techniques and additional 
knowledge.   The third paragraph provides an evaluative point about fMRI 
scans being clearer as they have a higher spatial resolution. The fourth 
paragraph provides a more general point about scans, which was a common 
theme in many candidates' answers, on radiation and harm caused.  The 
candidate ends with a conclusion that is somewhat superficial.
Overall the candidate produced statements with some development in the 
form of mostly accurate and relevant factual material, leading to a superficial 
conclusion being made.

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to ensure that they 
have a balance within their answers 
in terms of evaluative elements which 
incorporate both A01 and A03 skills. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (a)
Within their answers candidates were required to identify each reinforcer.  Most candidates 
attempted this question, with many providing the correct primary and secondary 
reinforcers.  A few candidates confused the terms primary and secondary, mixing up their 
answers and providing for example, cup-shaped stamps as the primary reinforcer and free 
hot drinks as the secondary reinforcer. A minority of candidates provided definitions for the 
terms primary and secondary reinforcer which were not credible. 

This response gained 2 marks.  
The candidate clearly identified free 
hot drinks as the primary reinforcer 
and cup-shaped stamps as the 
secondary reinforcer. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates would benefit from 
learning key terms related to the 
different theories on the specification 
to ensure that all questions asked can 
be answered. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (b)
This question proved challenging for some candidates in terms of following the instructions 
of the question.  The question asked for a description of two schedules of reinforcement 
which Jayne could use to encourage her customers to buy drinks from her cafe. Candidates 
who achieved highest marks were able to identify each schedule of reinforcement and 
then go on to apply this to the Jayne scenario.  For some, there was a lack of knowledge 
of schedules of reinforcement with some providing answers for different areas of the 
course. In addition, candidates who were unsure of their knowledge provided partial 
schedules of reinforcement within their answers or gave general answers of all schedules of 
reinforcement which were not clear.  Many candidates gained marks for correct schedules 
of reinforcement applied to the Jayne scenario - showing a good understanding of A02 
application. 

This response gained 2 marks.
The candidate names two schedules 
of reinforcement but does not provide 
knowledge of each for a clear A01 
mark, they then go on to apply their 
schedule of reinforcement in the 
context of the Jayne scenario with 
success, gaining 2 marks for this part 
of their answer. 

Examiner Comments



21GCE Psychology 8PS0 02

This response gained 0 marks.

The candidate has not identified any 
schedules of reinforcement within their 
answer so cannot be accredited any 
marks. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
Most candidates were able to provide answers about their learning practical; there were 
a variety of practicals used by centres and for the most part it was obvious the areas of 
learning they had applied their practical to. 

Candidates did well in terms of attempting to provide a full 2 mark aim for their learning 
practical investigation.  A minority of candidates provided aims for biological or social 
practicals, whereas others provided answers written more in terms of conclusions than 
aims.  Most able candidates operationalised their answers in terms of their aim, for 
example, in terms of helping behaviour by saying “thank you” and/or gender of males and 
females.

This response gained 2 marks.
The candidate provides a clear aim in 
terms of the observed behaviour or 
prosocial behaviour by saying thank 
you to the bus driver, in addition 
to both males and females being 
identified. 

Examiner Comments
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This response gained 0 marks.
The candidate's response is not an 
area within the learning theories, so 
cannot be credited. 

Examiner Comments

In questions that require additional 
marks, candidates need to ensure 
that their answers are accurate so 
both marks can be gained. Candidates 
would also benefit from learning the 
differences between their practicals. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b)
Some candidates did well on this question providing knowledge of their quantitative data 
analysis for their learning practical.  Most able candidates provided results of means, 
modes, statistical analysis or percentage differences in their observations.  A few candidates 
provided written discussions on their results but provided no numerical reference to 
support their statements.  A minority of candidates defined different quantitative methods 
which is not what the question asked for.  Some candidates provided conclusions or analysis 
of qualitative data, confusing the requirements of the question. 

This response scored 0 marks.
The candidate does not provide any 
quantitative data analysis from their 
learning practical so cannot gain any 
marks.

Examiner Comments

Candidates need to provide 
quantitative analysis within their 
answers to a question like this in order 
to access the allocated marks. 

Examiner Tip
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This response gained 3 marks. 

The candidate provides three separate quantitative data 
analysis points about their learning practical.  They make 
a comparison between males and females laughing, a 
second quantitative point on both males and females 
in terms of proximity and a final mark is awarded for 
the scared reaction in terms of male and female scored 
responses. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (c)
Many candidates attempted this question with some success in terms of providing two 
strengths of their learning practical.  Some candidates correctly identified strengths of their 
learning practical but failed to make explicit links to the practical itself, therefore providing 
generic evaluation points. A minority of candidates provided weaknesses or gave strengths 
for practicals that were not from learning theories.  

Candidates who did provide clear reference to their learning practical did not always go on 
to justify their strengths in full for additional marks. The most successful candidates referred 
clearly to natural settings, covert observations, standardised procedures and ethical 
strengths.  These were then developed in terms of ecological validity, reliability, replication 
and demand characteristics, amongst other acceptable points.    

This response scored 0 marks.
The candidate has identified two 
strengths that could be applicable 
to the learning practical.  In both, 
they state the knowledge and go on 
to justify this in terms of demand 
characteristics and ecological validity. 
However, there is no reference to the 
learning practical in either strength. 

Examiner Comments

In terms of practical questions, 
candidates must ensure that they 
always add in reference to the practical 
within their answer - therefore 
avoiding generic responses.

Examiner Tip
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This response gained 2 marks.
The candidate is awarded 1 mark for each strength. 
In the first strength they identify their observation as 
being on a bus which is a natural setting; they do not 
justify this for a second mark so no additional credit is 
given. The second strength is also awarded 1 mark for 
identification of the bus being covert, but again there is 
no justification of this for additional marks. 

Examiner Comments
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This response gained 2 marks.

The candidate identifies one strength 
from their learning practical in terms 
of going on a bus and observing men 
and women's polite behaviour.  They 
go on to justify this strength in terms 
of ecological validity, as catching the 
bus was part of what they did every 
day.  There is only one strength so a 
maximum of 2 marks is awarded. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (a)
The majority of candidates attempted this question with some success.  Most candidates 
were able to make reference to the Hugo scenario showing a clear understanding of A02 
questioning. Lots of candidates referred to Hugo observing his father's speeding in terms 
of him being a role model.  More successful candidates were able to develop this further in 
terms of Hugo reproducing the speeding as he has recently passed his driving test.  There 
was usually some additional success in terms of the speeding being exciting and Hugo being 
internally motivated.  Finally, candidates quite often then referred to external motivation as 
he was praised by his friends or he got to where he needed to in a quicker time. A minority 
of candidates failed to include Hugo or the scenario in their answer, most often providing 
answers with reference to social learning theory itself.  Occasionally candidates included in 
their answers supporting evidence from Bandura’s studies or other strengths/weaknesses, 
showing confusion of the question requirements. A few candidates focused solely on one 
element of social learning theory within their answers, for example - role models, which did 
limit what they could be awarded.  It did seem that, for some, there was a lack of knowledge 
of key elements of social learning theory beyond role models and observation.  
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The response gained 4 marks.
The candidate begins with a clear reference to Hugo’s dad being a role model which is then further 
explained in terms of paying attention to him as he is important so his speeding must also be 
important, retaining this information. Hugo is then motivated to model his father's behaviour if 
rewarded which is then developed further in terms of intrinsic/extrinsic motivation for him to speed 
again.  This candidate uses the Hugo scenario well in terms of accessing all marks available for this 
question. 

Examiner Comments

This response gained 1 mark.
This candidate references the Hugo 
scenario in terms of his father being 
a role model.  There is no additional 
clear development of any other 
knowledge of social learning theory 
that can be credited further. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates must ensure that in terms 
of longer A02 focused questions like 
this one they provide enough depth 
from their theory knowledge to gain 
access to all marks, in addition to 
embedding the scenario within their 
answer. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b)
The majority of candidates were able to provide a partial answer for this question 
but did not always justify their response for full marks.  Lots of candidates provided 
weaknesses which were not specific to social learning theory or gave answers that were 
not detailed enough for identification.  This resulted in generic weaknesses which were 
not specific enough for social learning theory. Lots of answers that were successful used 
alternative theories of operant conditioning suggesting that learning was through positive 
reinforcement examples or biological in terms of evolutionary/genetic example alternatives. 

This response gained 2 marks.
The candidate clearly identified and 
justified a relevant weakness of social 
learning theory in terms of biological 
alternatives of brain dysfunction and 
not imitation of a role model.

Examiner Comments

Candidates would benefit from clearly 
identifying a weakness of the theory 
they are being asked about and 
ensuring their justification is relevant 
and accurate in terms of the theory 
they are evaluating.  

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Many candidates provided good answers of classical conditioning showing some knowledge 
and understanding of it as a theory to explain human behaviour.  More able candidates 
referenced knowledge of learning by association and natural reflex paired with neutral 
stimulus, in addition to other knowledge areas of classical conditioning.  There were 
some omissions in candidates' answers in terms of the classical conditioning procedure in 
addition to inaccuracies in terms of application to examples.  

For many candidates there was good use of Pavlov dog studies, Watson and Rayner's 
Little Albert study, alternative theories of operant conditioning and issues relating to 
reductionism.  The best answers successfully incorporated A01 and A03 points throughout 
their answer, in addition to providing a balance of strengths and weaknesses in terms of 
aspects of classical conditioning.  Some candidates' answers were influenced by a lack 
of reference to A01 knowledge of classical conditioning theory, evaluating the theory but 
without reference to the knowledge of the theory. 

Application points attempted to refer to Capafons and phobias but at times this was limited 
in accuracy.  Often key terminology was used within answers showing that knowledge of 
classical conditioning theory was known to candidates but often not effectively applied 
within their answers.  Balance in some candidates' answers again limited their level in 
addition to absent conclusive elements.

As a level based question it is important to note that an A01/A03 response was required 
which needed to show an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding versus 
evaluation and conclusion.  

Therefore those candidates who scored highly on both skills were able to demonstrate 
accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of classical conditioning theory as 
an explanation of human behaviour. This A01 knowledge was usually embedded with a 
logical evaluation throughout their answer, not just in the second half.  This, therefore, 
allowed candidates to demonstrate logical chains of reasoning throughout, displaying an 
awareness of competing arguments with a balanced conclusion.  The most able candidates 
demonstrated knowledge and evaluated through each statement or paragraph within 
their answer, allowing them to access quickly and efficiently the logical chains of reasoning 
throughout their answers which then usually resulted in a balanced conclusion. 
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This response gained Level 3 - 6 marks. 
The candidate begins with knowledge of classical conditioning 
procedure which they apply successfully to Pavlov's study 
for a strength.  The candidate then uses Watson and Rayner 
as another strength with an additional evaluation point, a 
weakness at the end of the second paragraph. Additional 
evaluation points are made throughout the candidate's answer; 
however they are not always accurate.  The candidate offers 
a conclusion at the end of their answer.  They demonstrate 
accurate knowledge and understanding of classical conditioning 
theory in addition to providing mostly coherent chains of 
reasoning leading to a conclusion being presented.   

Examiner Comments

Candidates must ensure 
that they learn fully key 
knowledge areas within all 
theories on the specification 
in order for them to provide 
enough detail in the longer 
response questions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9
The majority of candidates were able to attempt this question with some success.  In terms 
of each study Raine was well attempted with knowledge reference to PET scans, sample, 
results and conclusions; however, there were key omissions for some of these elements 
within candidates' answers.  For some candidates coverage of Bandura’s studies was good, 
with the strongest candidates being able to differentiate in terms of knowledge between 
the three studies although this was not common.  Quite often candidates blended the 
three studies together which did cause some confusion in answers when it came to general 
conclusions of all three - leading to inaccuracies. 

Many candidates were able to make real life applications in terms of applied examples of 
Raine to crime prevention and Bandura to stricter censorship laws.  In addition, candidates 
used knowledge areas within the studies for use in their applications, for example - Raine 
et al’s use of PET scan in an artificial setting therefore lacking ecological validity. Candidates' 
answers were restricted in terms of reaching the higher levels for different reasons, an 
imbalance between Raine et al and the Bandura studies or answers having strong A01 
knowledge but limited A03 (or vice versa).  There was a lack of a well-developed argument 
for many.  In terms of A03, some candidates did proceed with providing evaluative 
statements but these were quite often underdeveloped, for example  'lacked ecological 
validity' but did not go on to say why. A minority of candidates did not understand what 
was meant by real life applications, for these answers both studies quite often had 
knowledge but showed limited development in terms of A03, meaning progression to higher 
level bands was not possible.   

Occasionally candidates did not finish their answers to this question which may indicate 
timing issues for some. This was even more apparent in answers that provided an excellent 
overview of Raine or Bandura but could not provide the same quality for the other study 
before they were finished.   

 As a level based question it is important to note that an A01/A03 response was required 
which needed to show an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding versus 
judgement and conclusion.  Those candidates who scored highly on both skills were able to 
demonstrate accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of the extent to which 
Raine et al (1997) and Bandura (1961, 1963, 1965) studies had real life applications.  This A01 
knowledge was displayed with logical chains of reasoning throughout their answers, not just 
in the second-half of the essay.  This, therefore, allowed these candidates to demonstrate 
an awareness of competing arguments throughout their answer, enabling them to provide a 
balanced response.  The most able candidates provided answers which did not just provide 
knowledge then evaluate what was being asked in the question but demonstrated 
knowledge and evaluated through each statement or paragraph the candidate was writing 
about - this allowed candidates to access quickly and efficiently the balanced judgement/
decision elements of the level banding. 
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This response gained Level 2 - 5 marks. 
The candidate begins their answer with mostly accurate 
knowledge and understanding of Raine et al's (1997) 
study for Level 2 but there is not enough A01 for higher 
marks. In terms of real life applications the candidate's 
answer produces some development with a grasp of 
competing arguments.  The candidate moves on to 
write about Bandura’s studies showing mostly accurate 
knowledge and understanding for Level 2 with some 
application to real life.  The candidate’s coverage of 
Bandura is stronger than Raine so there is imbalance 
in the candidate's overall answer.  The candidate is not 
awarded 6 marks as neither skill is well covered, the A03 
is not always fully explained which restricts the answer to 
5 marks.   

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• make sure that, within their responses, they include accurate knowledge of the study, 
theory or method being questioned - this will allow them to access this skill mark 

• when being asked about A02 - skill application to a specific scenario or practical - it is 
important that responses are very clearly linked to avoid generic answers

• pay close attention to the level bands in terms of structuring answers so that they 
maximise the time they have with what they know. A balance/judgement/reasoned 
chain of argument does not have to fall into the structure of A01 knowledge and A03 
evaluation - both skills can be used together throughout their essay. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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