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CANDIDATE EXEMPLAR WORK
PSYB1 - Poor Answer

1 (a) What do social learning theorists mean by the term modelling? Give an
example of how modelling might be used by someone going to an exercise
class for the first time. (2 marks)

Modelling is where av persov takes one thing about a persow and
copies it, inv o exercise class for example they would copy posture
o movementy of someone else.

Examiner’s comments The candidate does not clearly portray an understanding of
what is meant by the term modelling. However, the answer shows some
understanding of the term in relation to an exercise class. This answer scores

1 mark.

1 (b) Psychologists use many methods to identify areas of cortical specialisation in
the brain.

(i) Explain one methodological problem which might arise when using
neurosurgery to identify areas of cortical specialisation in the brain.
(2 marks)

One methodological problem might be that it is very difficult for
psychologisty to-accurately tell what aveow of the bravin iy
responusible for o certainy function.

Examiner’s comments The candidate correctly identifies a methodological problem
which might arise when using neurosurgery, but fails to expand upon why this is a
problem. This answer scores 1 mark.

(i) Explain one ethical issue that might arise when using PET scans to identify
areas of cortical specialisation in the brain. (2 marks)

One ethical issue that might arise whenw using PET scany iy that o
persow is being injected withv v radioactive substonce. This might
not be what the personw wanty to- happe.

Examiner’s comments The candidate identifies the ethical issue being the injection
of a radioactive substance but does not explain why this is an ethical issue. The
reason given is unlikely. This answer scores 1 mark.
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1 (c¢) Niamh is eight years old and suffers from a medical condition which means
she often has to go into hospital. Each time she goes into hospital, the
treatment makes her feel sick. One day, Niamh’s mother took her to visit her
grandmother in hospital. When they arrived at the hospital, Niamh
complained to her mother that she felt sick.

Referring to features of the behaviourist approach in psychology, explain why
Niamh felt sick when she went to visit her grandmother in hospital.
(4 marks)

Niamhv has learnt from conditioning that visiting a hospital oftevv
assumption, Niamv has associated coming to-the hospital (anv
unconditioned stimulus) with being Al (v conditioned response)
the behawiowrist approach outlines that an unconditioned stimudi
paired withv o conditioned stimudi triggers o response. Evesv
though Niamlv iy not visiting the hospital for herself her
associalion with previous experience triggers o response from her
brain letting her know that the experience wil be unpleasant.

This is to-alert us from danger i the future.

Examiner’s comments The candidate has correctly understood that the stem refers
fo classical conditioning. However, there is some confusion with the incorrect
portrayal of the hospital as unconditioned stimulus. That said, the candidate does go
on to accurately state the pairing of an unconditioned stimulus with a conditioned
stimulus in order to bring about some form of response. The answer scores 3 marks.
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1 (d) Describe and evaluate the following methods used by psychologists to
investigate the genetic basis of behaviour.

e twin studies

e adoption studies (10 marks)

Psychologisty conv use twing to- study the genetic busis of behawiour.
Twing are used because psychologists con compare identical twins;,
who- shawe the saume DNA, and see if they shawve av behaviowr e.g.,
schigophweniav. Gottesmoawv and Shields found that MZ twing were
morve genetically alike for schigophreniav than DZ twin.

Another method is adoptiow studies. Childrenw who-awe adopted
are compared to-their biological parenty to- see if they both shawe av
behawiowr. Ifthey do-then this means the behoawiowr is genetic: If
they dowt, then thig behaviowr is because of the way inv which they
were brought up - it has nothing to-do-with their genes.

Examiner’s comments The candidate provides a somewhat brief, yet accurate
answer. Firstly, the candidate demonstrates understanding that identical twins share
the same genetic make-up. Reference to appropriate evidence is made. However,
the candidate fails to provide some detail of the study for AO1 marks. The findings of
the study are correctly presented but no conclusion and/or implication of the study is
discussed. The candidate also shows an understanding of the method involved and
rationale underlying the use of adoption studies. However, no evidence is presented
in support and/or criticism of the method. There is no reference to evaluation. This
answer scores 5 marks (AO1 =4, AO2 =1).

The awarding of 5 marks is justified by the mark bands:

4 — 7 marks Average answers The answer shows reasonably accurate and
organised description of method(s) though it may lack detail. The valuation of each
method(s) may lack some clarity, coherence or detail. There may be some
irrelevance, inaccuracy or a lack of focus. An otherwise good answer referring to
only one method may gain a maximum of six marks.

The awarding of 5 marks is justified by the quality of written communication within
this band:

4 — 7 marks Average answers The answer has some structure with some
appropriate use of paragraphs and sentences. There are some errors of spelling and
punctuation.
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PSYB1 - Good Answer

1 (@) What do social learning theorists mean by the term modelling? Give an
example of how modelling might be used by someone going to an exercise
class for the first time. (2 marks)

Modelling iy o term used to- describe someone observing another
person's behawiowr that is desirable to-the individual; this moy
then be imitated. Anwexample for anv exercise would be watching
the instructor and thew copying their movements.

Examiner’s comments The candidate has clearly defined what is meant by the
term modelling. There is appropriate reference to an example of modelling in relation
to an exercise class. This answer scores 2 marks.

1 (b) Psychologists use many methods to identify areas of cortical specialisation in
the brain.

(i) Explain one methodological problem which might arise when using
neurosurgery to identify areas of cortical specialisation in the brain.
(2 marks)

One methodological problem might be that it is difficult to- sovy
whichypaut of the bravinv is responsible for av certain function. This
s because taking away one pout of o person's bravin might only
show how the rest of the brain functions, it does not clearly show
the paut, or function, that was takenw away.

Examiner’s comments The candidate has correctly identified an appropriate
methodological problem which might arise when using neurosurgery. There is a
relevant and clear explanation of why this is a problem for full marks. This answer
scores 2 marks.

(i) Explain one ethical issue that might arise when using PET scans to identify
areas of cortical specialisation in the brain. (2 marks)

One ethical issue might be that the person iy being injected withv
radioactive glucose. The person needs to-be made fully aware of
the procedure and give their consent.

Examiner’s comments The candidate has correctly identified an appropriate ethical
issue that might arise when using PET scans. There is insightful reference to
informed consent. This answer scores 2 marks.
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1 (c¢) Niamh is eight years old and suffers from a medical condition which means
she often has to go into hospital. Each time she goes into hospital, the
treatment makes her feel sick. One day, Niamh’s mother took her to visit her
grandmother in hospital. When they arrived at the hospital, Niamh
complained to her mother that she felt sick.

Referring to features of the behaviourist approach in psychology, explain why
Niamh felt sick when she went to visit her grandmother in hospital.
(4 marks)

One feature of the behawiowrist approach iy classical conditioning
where av stimuduns iy associated withv av response. Withv Niaumhy, her
unconditioned stimulus is hawing treatment. Her unconditioned
respovue iy her feeling sick due to-the treatment. There i also-ov
conditioned stimudus withv Niamh having to- go-to-hospital to- have
treatment. As Niamlvfeely sick whew she has treatment because
she iy at the hospital she associates feeling sick with being at the
hospital. Therefore whew she goes to-the hospital to-visit her
grondmother, she feely sick as a conditioned response as ever
though she is not having treatment she iy still at the hospital.

Examiner’s comments The candidate has correctly understood that the stem refers
to classical conditioning. However, there is some confusion with the incorrect
portrayal of the hospital as unconditioned stimulus. That said, the candidate does go
on to accurately state the pairing of an unconditioned stimulus with a conditioned
stimulus in order to bring about some form of response. The answer scores 3 marks.

1 (d) Describe and evaluate the following methods used by psychologists to
investigate the genetic basis of behaviour.

e twin studies

¢ adoption studies (10 marks)

One method wsed by psychologisty to- inwestigate the genetic basis
of behawiowr iy twin studies. Psychologisty compare identical (MZ)
twing and/or digygotic (DZ) twins. If onetwin has, for example, av
high IQ and so-does the other twin, then the psychologist would
argue that intelligence has av genetic basis. For example;
Bouchoawrd aond McGue (1981) found that identical twing had o
correlation of .85 for intelligence compared to-non-identical
twing whichywas .58. This showy evidence for a genetic basis of
intelligence. However, some pyychologisty would criticise these
resulty becouse the concordance rate iy not 100%. Thervefore, it
may be argued that the evwironment (nuture) has some

influence on avpersonw's intelligence.
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Another method psychologisty use to- inwestigate the genetic basis
of behawiowr iy adoptiow studies. This is where psychologisty
compawe chawacteristics of the adopted child with their biological
parenty and/or adopted parents. If an adopted child shows
characteristics that are also- showw in their biological parenty but
not their adopted parents, thew a genetic basis for that behaviowr
may be assuwmed. For example, Horw (1983) invthe Texas Adoption
Study, found that adopted childrven had a higher covrelation with
their biological mother compared to-their adopted mother. This
thevefore supporty o genetic basis of behawiowr. If the adopted
childrew showed o higher correlation with their adoptive parenty
compared to-their biological parents, thew psychologisty would
argue nmuture - that it is the evwivonument inv which we awre raised
that shapes the characteristics that we show.

Examiner’s comments The candidate begins his/her response with correct
knowledge and understanding of the rationale underlying the use of twin studies to
investigate the genetic basis of behaviour. Appropriate reference is made to
Bouchard and McGue (1981) with insightful evaluation. However, the candidate
misses an opportunity to gain further AO1 credit for providing some detail about the
study itself.

Again, as for twin studies, the candidate understands the rationale for conducting
adoption studies. There is appropriate reference to Horn (1983) Texas Adoption
Study. Like for twin studies, the candidate could have received AO1 credit if a little
more detail about the study was portrayed. There is evidence of evaluation. This
answer scores 8 marks (AO1 =3, AO2 =5).

The awarding of 8 marks is justified by the mark bands:

8- 10 marks Good answers The answer shows accurate, well organised and
detailed description of the two methods used by psychologists to investigate the
genetic basis of behaviour. The evaluation of each method is presented with clarity,
coherence and detail. There is appropriate reference to relevant evidence. The
answer is well focused with little or no misunderstanding.

The awarding of 8 marks is justified by the quality of written communication within
this band:

8- 10 marks Good answers The answer is well-structured with effective use of
paragraphs and sentences. There are very few errors of spelling and punctuation.
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