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SECTION  A:  SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

Answer one question from this section.  You should attempt all parts of the question you choose.

Where the term research appears in a question, you may refer to theories and/or studies
as appropriate.

Total for this question: 30 marks

1 (a) Explain two ethical issues that have arisen in social influence research.
(3 marks + 3 marks)

(b) Describe the aims and conclusions of one study into obedience to authority. (6 marks)

(c) Outline and evaluate research into minority influence. (18 marks)

Total for this question: 30 marks

2 (a) (i) Give one explanation of why people yield to majority influence. (3 marks)

(ii) Give one explanation of why people yield to minority influence. (3 marks)

(b) Ethical issues may arise in social influence research.  Outline two ways psychologists
deal with these issues. (3 marks + 3 marks)

(c) ‘Validity is a general concept and there are different types, such as internal validity and
external validity.’

Discuss the validity of studies of obedience to authority. (18 marks)
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Turn over for the next section

Turn over
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SECTION  B:  RESEARCH  METHODS

Answer the question from this section.  You should attempt all parts of the question.

Total for this question: 30 marks

3 Research has shown that there is a relationship between internet use and sociability.
A psychologist decided to investigate this by asking volunteers from the sixth forms of several
local schools to keep a diary.  Each volunteer recorded in a diary the number of hours spent
using the internet over a four-week period.

At the end of four weeks, all the participants were given a test to measure their sociability.
A high score on this test indicates that someone is very sociable.

The results were plotted on a scattergraph.  A correlation coefficient of – 0.752 was found
between internet use and sociability.

Scattergraph to show relationship between internet use and sociability

(a) Identify the two variables measured in this study. (1 mark + 1 mark)

(b) Write a directional hypothesis for this study. (2 marks)

(c) The investigation described above used a correlational analysis.

(i) Explain one advantage and one disadvantage of using a correlational analysis.
(2 marks + 2 marks)

(ii) What is meant by the term correlation coefficient? (2 marks)
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(d) What conclusion might the psychologist draw from the findings of this study? (2 marks)

(e) Outline one ethical issue that the psychologist should have considered in this study.
Explain how the psychologist could have dealt with this issue. (3 marks)

(f) (i) Outline one limitation of using a volunteer sample. (2 marks)

(ii) Identify one other method of selecting participants for this study.  Explain how this
method of selection might be put into practice. (3 marks)

(g) (i) What is meant by the term reliability? (1 mark)

(ii) Outline one way to assess the reliability of this study. (2 marks)

(h) Following the study described above, the psychologist wanted to find out more about the
relationship between internet use and sociability.  To do this, the psychologist decided to
obtain qualitative data by interviewing some of the participants.

(i) Give one example of a question that the psychologist might use to produce
qualitative data.  Explain why this would produce qualitative data. (3 marks)

(ii) In the context of this study, outline one strength and one weakness of qualitative data.
(2 marks + 2 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS
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