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Introduction

The paper is 90 minutes in length and it seems that the majority of candidates use their 
time well. Most responses are well answered and there is little evidence of candidates 
having to rush answers due to insufficient time. 

One aspect that is still disappointing is that there are still some candidates who believe 
that it is acceptable to respond to all questions with generic, generalised answers; such as 
"strong, fast, quick, cheap etc...” These are low knowledge level responses and show only a 
basic understanding of Graphic Products.  

Centres should note that the amount of space provided in the question paper is more than 
we would expect any answer to take. Most candidates use this space wisely; however, some 
candidates still use additional pages. Centres should assist candidates during their exam 
preparation to write concisely. Examiners want to see that candidates know the material and 
can organise it effectively to answer the question set, rather than write as much as possible 
in the attempt that their response will gain some marks somewhere in the script.

Centres should be reminded that candidates responses are marked positively and 
candidates are rewarded for what they have written rather than penalised in any way.

The approach to individual questions is considered in the reports below. Examples of a 
candidate’s response are given with some feedback for each question. Centres should use 
this material and past papers in order to assist candidates in their exam preparation. Use 
of the mark scheme, which is available on the Edexcel website, will also assist candidates in 
their understanding of questions and typical responses.

Finally, it goes without saying, candidates who read the question and respond with specifics, 
gain more marks than those who write "around" the subject with generic responses. This 
year the focus of the question is analysed in the material contained in this report in order to 
assist centres with understanding exam questions and to assist their candidates throughout 
their exam preparation. 

Once again it is pleasing to see that the standard of responses this year were, on the whole, 
very good. It is clear that the vast majority of candidates are well prepared for the exam 
and have a sound knowledge of the material.  
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Question 1 (a) 

    This is an "explain" question and therefore requiring a valid point and a relevant (and 
related) explanation. It is not suffi cient to write single word answers, or two unrelated 
points or bullet points responses. 

    The question  focus  is the reason for making architectural models. Responses should refl ect 
this.        It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to 
clearly see where marks are given.  

   

            It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

         

 

 Candidates should ensure they answer 
explain questions with a valid point and 
explain this point in order to gain full marks.  

 Candidates should ensure they answer 
explain questions with a valid point and 
explain this point in order to gain full marks.  

 Candidates should ensure they answer 
Examiner Tip

Examiner Tip

 This must be a justifi ed answer, i.e. the point 
given must have a valid explanation. In this 
case the candidate has only really given one 
point: i.e. it is a scaled model. It is true it will 
show views of the building but so can a drawing. 

 This must be a justifi ed answer, ie the point 
given must have a valid explanation. In this 
case both link BUT they are different points 
on the mark scheme, this is acceptable. The 
marks are awarded and you can use the 
MIX and MATCH technique.    

Examiner Comments

 This must be a justifi ed answer, i.e. the point 

Examiner Comments

Examiner Comments

 This must be a justifi ed answer, ie the point 
Examiner Comments
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    Question 1 (b) (i) 

     This is a knowledge based "state" question, so a single word or single phrase would be 
acceptable. It is testing the candidates understanding and application of materials. 

  The question  focus  is the application of MDF and its use for the model base. The question 
clearly asks for the reason  why MDF  is used in this application. It is not just a general 
question of properties of MDF.  Generic responses were not awarded marks. 

         It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

            It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

           

 Ensure candidates use specifi c information not just 
general comments of "strong" and "cheap" etc. 
 Ensure candidates use specifi c information not just 

Examiner Tip This candidate gave a good response; 
explaining that MDF is a good material 
for modelling due to its ability to accept 
fi nishes and therefore achieved full marks.  

Examiner Comments
 This candidate gave a good response; 

Examiner Comments

 It is far better to respond with specifi c factual 
knowledge rather than general comments.  
 It is far better to respond with specifi c factual 

Examiner Tip

 This candidate gave a poor response; whilst 
it is true that MDF is relatively inexpensive, 
it is the application of MDF that is asked for 
here. If the candidate had mentioned that 
it is inexpensive in comparison to 'natural' 
materials marks would be awarded. 

Examiner Comments

 This candidate gave a poor response; whilst 

Examiner Comments
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     Question 1 (b) (ii) 

   This is a knowledge based "give" question. It is therefore similar to a "state" question; so a 
single word or single phrase would be acceptable. It is testing the candidates understanding 
of properties of materials. 

   The question  focus  here is understanding the difference types of properties: mechanical 
and functional. It is expected that students will be able to tell the difference between these 
types of properties. Generic responses were not awarded marks.     Equally it is expected 
candidates know the difference between mechanical and functional categories of properties. 

      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

 In preparation for the exam; use the 
mechanical and functional sub-headings to 
create a table for descriptions of all materials. 

 In preparation for the exam; use the 
Examiner Tip

 This candidate gave a good response and gained 2 
marks. The responses correctly identifi ed mechanical and 
functional properties and listed them in the correct spaces.   

Examiner Comments

 This candidate gave a good response and gained 2 

Examiner Comments
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            It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

        
   

 In preparation for the exam; use the mechanical 
and functional sub-headings to create a table for 
descriptions of all materials. 

 In preparation for the exam; use the mechanical 
Examiner Tip

 This candidate gave a poor response and gained 0 marks 
whilst the responses were correct, they were in the wrong 
sections so were awarded no marks, i.e. mechanically it is 
lightweight and functionally it can be cut easily. 

Examiner Comments

 This candidate gave a poor response and gained 0 marks 

Examiner Comments
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     Question 1 (c) 

   This is a knowledge based "state" question, so a single word or single phrase would be 
acceptable. It is testing the candidates understanding of the application of PVA adhesive. 

   The question  focus  here is general understanding of the advantages and disadvantages of 
PVA.   

      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

 In preparation for the exam; ensure candidates do 
not just use the phrases "strong" and "cheap". But 
use these in sentences to justify what they mean. For 
example here we can see the phrase "strong hold when 
set if used with correct materials". 

 In preparation for the exam; ensure candidates do 
Examiner Tip

 This candidate gave a good response and was 
awarded 2 marks. The candidate answered with 
clear and concise responses. 

Examiner Comments

 This candidate gave a good response and was 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

 

    

   

        

 Ensure candidates are clear on the types of 
adhesives and applications. 
 Ensure candidates are clear on the types of 

Examiner Tip

 This candidate gave an unsuccessful response and 
was awarded 0 marks. For the advantage response; 
whilst it does dry clear it is good practice to clear 
up smudges and spillages so it is not clear how this 
is an advantage. In this application drying clear, 
whilst correct, has no real relevance. 

Examiner Comments
 This candidate gave an unsuccessful response and 

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (d) 
 

  Questions at AS level that involve "completing the table" often require short phrase 
responses. 

   The question  focus  here is risk assessments that would be undertaken in the school based 
workshop during prototype manufacture. Most candidates should be familiar with scroll saws 
and the risk assessments related to their use.  

   This question requires the  RISK  and both  CONTROLS  to be linked.  

      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

      

 When answering this type of question, do not use 
two PPE (personal protective equipment) controls. 
During exam preparation ensure candidates focus 
on risk assessments for a range of equipment and 
processes used during workshop model making.  

 When answering this type of question, do not use 
Examiner Tip

  This candidate gave a good response and 
was awarded 3 marks. The candidate 
answered with clear and concise short 
statement responses. 

  The risk and control were linked and the 
two controls were different showing wide 
knowledge of the subject area. 

Examiner Comments

  This candidate gave a good response and 

Examiner Comments
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           It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  
   

   
 
    

 Candidates should try and the examiner they have a 
'broad' knowledge of the subject. During exam preparation 
candidates should focus on risk assessments for a range of 
equipment and processes used in model making.  

 Candidates should try and the examiner they have a 
Examiner Tip

  This candidate gave a sound response and was 
awarded 2 marks. The candidate answered with 
clear and concise short statement responses. 

  However, the risk and one control were linked 
(i.e. the fl ying metal and goggles) but the 
second control was a repeat PPE and it is 
unclear how wearing a lab coat is a second 
‘different’ control. 

Examiner Comments
  This candidate gave a sound response and was 

Examiner Comments
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     Question 1 (e) (i) 

      This is a knowledge based question. Questions at AS that involve "complete the table" often 
require short phrases as answers. 

          The question  focus  is safety signs found in schools: in this case: First Aid.              Single word or 
short phrase answers are acceptable for this type of question.  

           It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

  

          It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  
      
  

     

 The exam paper is printed in  black 
and white , so practice safety sign 
recognition in black and white.  

 The exam paper is printed in  black 
Examiner Tip  Descriptions are not needed with this type of 

question, in this case the candidate has given a 
description. 

   This response gained full marks.  

Examiner Comments
  Descriptions are not needed with this type of 

Examiner Comments

 The exam paper is printed in black 
and white, so practice safety sign 
recognition in  black and white.   

 The exam paper is printed in black 
Examiner Tip Descriptions are not needed with this type of 

question. In this case the student has given a 
straight forward defi nition. 

 This response gained full marks 

Examiner Comments

 Descriptions are not needed with this type of 

Examiner Comments



GCE Design and Technonlgy: Product Design 6GR02 01 13

     Question 1 (e) (ii) 

      This is a knowledge based question. Questions at AS that involve "complete the table" often 
require short phrases.  

              The question  focus  is safety signs found in schools: i    n this case: Wear Safety Goggles.  

          Single word or short phrase answers are acceptable for this type of question.  

         It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

   

       

 

   

   

          

  Descriptions are not needed with this type 
of question. In this case the candidate 
has given a clear short response that 
is direct and suitable for the type of 
question, a description is not needed.   This 
response gained full marks. 

Examiner Comments

  Descriptions are not needed with this type 

Examiner Comments

 The exam paper is printed in black and 
white, so practice safety sign recognition in 
 black and white . 

 The exam paper is printed in black and 
Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (e) (iii) 

      This is a knowledge based question. Questions at AS that involve "complete the table" often 
require short phrases.  

              The question  focus  is safety signs found in schools:     in this case: Fire extinguisher. 

              Single word or short phrase answers are acceptable for this type of question.  

             It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

 The exam paper is printed in black and white, so 
practice safety sign recognition in  black and white.   

Examiner Tip

  Descriptions are not needed with this type of question. 
In this case the candidate has given a clear short 
response that is direct and suitable for the type of 
question, a description is not needed. 

   This response gained full marks.  

Examiner Comments
  Descriptions are not needed with this type of question. 

Examiner Comments
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           Question 1 (e) (iv) 

      This is a knowledge based question. Questions at AS that involve "complete the table" 
questions often require short phrases. 

              The question  focus  is safety signs found in schools:     in this case: Emergency Stop Button. 

              Single word or short phrase answers are acceptable for this type of question.  

             It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

   

 The exam paper is printed in black and 
white, so practice safety sign recognition 
in  black and white.  

 The exam paper is printed in black and 
Examiner Tip

  Descriptions are not needed with this type 
of question. In this case the candidate has 
given a clear short response that is direct 
and suitable for the type of question, a 
description is not needed. 

  This response gained full marks. 

Examiner Comments

  Descriptions are not needed with this type 

Examiner Comments
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          Question 2 (a) 

     This question allows candidates to show their drawing skills whilst in an exam situation. 
Whilst the question asks for a "sketch", candidates should endeavour to draw as neatly 
as possible. In addition, they should ensure they have included all aspects of the drawing 
required from the question. Candidates need to practice drawing for AS exams. 

         The question  focus  in this drawing question is: 2 point perspective. Therefore it does require 
a specifi c drawing using this technique. Candidates that drew in any other pictorial method 
were not awarded marks.  

          It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

   Candidates should ensure their drawing 
is clear and well lined in; use an HB 
pencil only. 

     Candidates should not use colour or 
faint pencil lies.       

   Candidates should ensure their drawing 
Examiner Tip

     This 2 point perspective is well answered 
and gains full marks, it clearly shows the 
construction lines and all essential details. The 
proportion of the toaster is maintained and 
there is clarity of drawing along with rounded 
corners, end panel and top slot.     

Examiner Comments

     This 2 point perspective is well answered 

Examiner Comments
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            It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

                                 

Candidates should ensure their drawing is clear and 
well lined in; use an HB pencil only.     

 Candidates should not use colour or feint pencil lies. 

Candidates should ensure their drawing is clear and 
Examiner Tip

    This 2 point perspective is well answered 
and gains full marks, it is clearly shows the 
construction lines and all essential details. The 
proportion of the toaster is maintained and 
there is clarity of drawing along with rounded 
corners, end panel and top slot.    

Examiner Comments

    This 2 point perspective is well answered 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  
   

 Candidates should ensure they prepare 
and understand all drawing styles listed 
in the specifi cation. 

 Candidates should ensure they prepare 

Examiner Tip

    In this case the candidate has correctly drawn a 
pictorial (isometric style) response. However it 
is not 2 point perspective as the question clearly 
asks for and so gains no marks.     

Examiner Comments

    In this case the candidate has correctly drawn a 

Examiner Comments
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           Question 2 (b) 

       This is a knowledge based question.             The question  focus  in this case is     the 'name' of a 
specifi c polymer.  

         Single word or short phrase answers are acceptable for this type of question.   

   This is a commonly used polymer and so centres are advised to ensure candidates are 
aware of these basic materials used within Graphic Products. 

      The candidate has clearly written the polymer type: high density polyethylene. 

     It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

      

 Candidates should try to learn the correct 
spellings of polymers. 
 Candidates should try to learn the correct 

Examiner Tip

 Descriptions are not needed. Marks are 
awarded for phonetically correct responses. 

Examiner Comments
 Descriptions are not needed. Marks are 

Examiner Comments
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     Question 2 (c) 

      This being a "give" question that asks for advantages and disadvantages, responses would 
benefi t from being sentences to really ensure marks are gained.  

              The question  focus  in this case is     asking for advantages and disadvantages of the screen 
printing process. Screen printing is a process that can be achieved at most levels of 
production from one off (in school) to fully automated mass produced systems.   

          It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

    

 Candidates should not fall into the trap of stating 
a production method is suitable of one level of 
production when it can be used for a range. 

 Candidates should not fall into the trap of stating 
Examiner Tip

       This is a sound answer, gaining 1 advantage mark and 1 
disadvantage mark. The advantage mark was awarded 
for the "expensive process". Whilst it is true screen 
printing can be used for bathes, it is also true for other 
production levels. So in this case the candidiate should 
have stated "suitable for a range of production levels". 
The disadvantage was clear and concise.       

Examiner Comments
       This is a sound answer, gaining 1 advantage mark and 1 

Examiner Comments
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            It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

 Candidates should prepare for the exam 
by listing detailed advantages and 
disadvantages for a range of processes. 

 Candidates should prepare for the exam 

Examiner Tip

 This is a poor answer, gaining 0 advantage 
marks and 0 disadvantage marks. The 
candidate here has only offered short generic 
responses that could be related to any 
process. The response of "relatively cheap" is 
not justifi ed in any way so attained no marks. 

Examiner Comments

 This is a poor answer, gaining 0 advantage 
Examiner Comments
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           Question 2 (d) 

      This is an "explain" question so the response should be full detailed sentences; in this case 
three seperate points are needed for full marks.  

               The question  focus  here asks candidates to explain  why  rapid prototyping is used. It is not 
asking for a general "what" is rapid prototyping! Candidates who answered with "what" is 
rapid prototyping attained no marks.  

               It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

      

 Candidates should practice short answer responses 
during their exam preparation. Ensure detailed 
sentences are used to structure responses. 

 Candidates should practice short answer responses 

Examiner Tip

    A strong response gaining 3 marks. The 
candidate gives three points in a detailed and 
concise way.     

Examiner Comments
    A strong response gaining 3 marks. The 

Examiner Comments
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      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

 

          

 Candidates should practice short answer responses 
during their exam preparation. Ensure detailed 
sentences are used to structure responses. 

 Candidates should practice short answer responses 
Examiner Tip

 A strong response, gaining 3 
marks. The candidate gives three 
points in a detailed and concise way. 

Examiner Comments
 A strong response, gaining 3 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (e) 

        "Outline" questions require a response that is based around full detailed sentences; in this 
case two separate points are needed for full marks.  

                 The question  focus  here asks candidates to outline  how  computer aided inspection can be 
used. It is not a question about "what" CAI is or "write all you know about CAI". Responses 
that focused just on what CAI is gained no marks. In addition, the candidate must reference 
CAI during the printing process.  

               It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

            

 Candidates are advised to read the question fully and 
really try to understand what is being asked, rather than 
"jump" in and write everything they know about a topic. 

 Candidates are advised to read the question fully and 
Examiner Tip

      This is a good answer, gaining 2 marks. The 
   candidate refers to the printing process and 
how CAI is used.      

Examiner Comments
      This is a good answer, gaining 2 marks. The 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

           

 Candidates are advised to read the question 
fully and really try to understand what is 
being asked, rather than "jump" in and write 
everything they know about a topic. 

 Candidates are advised to read the question 
Examiner Tip

 An unsuccessful response; the candidate gained 
0 marks. The candidate seemed to referring to 
CAI in general rather than how CAI is used in 
printing.  

Examiner Comments

 An unsuccessful response; the candidate gained 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a) 

           This type of question can be answered in many ways, the response must include BOTH 
drawings and annotation. Without either drawing or annotations full marks cannot be 
gained. Detailed sketches are required so candidates have the opportunity to gain marks. 

  It is essential that candidates have knowledge of industrial manufacturing processes.  

               It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks  are given.  

   

      

 Candidates should d  raw detailed annotated 
sketches and ensure they use all the space available.   
 Candidates should d  raw detailed annotated 

Examiner Tip

    A strong response gaining full marks. It is 
clear, concise and detailed. Annotations are 
clear and detailed.    

Examiner Comments
    A strong response gaining full marks. It is 

Examiner Comments



GCE Design and Technonlgy: Product Design 6GR02 01 27

      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  
              

 Candidates should d  raw 
detailed annotated sketches and 
ensure they use all the space available.   

 Candidates should d  raw 
Examiner Tip

   A strong response gaining full marks. It is clear 
concise and detailed. Annotations are clear.   

Examiner Comments
   A strong response gaining full marks. It is clear 

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b) 

   This "explain" question requires a response in full detailed sentences and detailed; in this 
case two separate points are needed for full marks.  

   The question  focus  here asks candidates to explain  how  phosphorescent pigments glow. The 
response requires a statement of how light energy is absorbed and a statement of how the 
light is released. 

      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

 Candidates should ensure they know all Smart 
materials, and more importantly the similarities and 
differences between them. 

 Candidates should ensure they know all Smart 

Examiner Tip

 A clear concise response, gaining 2 marks. 

Examiner Comments

 A clear concise response, gaining 2 marks. 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

 Candidates should ensure they know all Smart 
materials and more importantly the similarities and 
differences between them. 

 Candidates should ensure they know all Smart 

Examiner Tip

 This candidate has 'mixed up' phosphorescent 
pigments with refl ective material and therefore 
gains 0 marks. 

Examiner Comments

 This candidate has 'mixed up' phosphorescent 
Examiner Comments
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           Question 3 (c) 

     This is an "outline" question needing a paragraph answer. In this case four separate points 
are needed for full marks. Sentences and detailed description are required. 

  The  focus  of the question is the description of glass reinforcement process and not what is 
GRP. It is essential candidates understand a wide range of manufacturing processes used in 
the production of products.  

         It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

 Candidates should understand a wide range 
of manufacturing processes. Use the process 
to structure responses: in this case, polished 
mould, gel coat for colour, glass matting 
layered with resin, use of roller to remove air. 
Candidates should not confuse the GRP process 
with the Carbon Fibre process. 

 Candidates should understand a wide range 
Examiner Tip

    A strong answer and the 
candidate gained full marks. The 
response gives four points in clear, 
detailed and concise sentences. 
The candidate has a clear 
understanding of the process.     

Examiner Comments

    A strong answer and the 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

 Candidates should understand a wide range of 
manufacturing processes. Use the process to structure 
responses: in this case, polished mould, gel coat for 
colour, glass matting layered with resin, use of roller 
to remove air. Candidates should not confuse the GRP 
process with the carbon fi bre process. 

 Candidates should understand a wide range of 
Examiner Tip

 Strong response gaining 4 marks. The candidate 
gives the whole process in order; more than 4 
awardable points given. 

Examiner Comments
 Strong response gaining 4 marks. The candidate 

Examiner Comments
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              Question 3 (d) 

      This is an "outline" question requiring a single paragraph answer, with two single points. 
Candidates must choose a type of testing to respond to. 

    The  focus  of the question is the  key features of testing  not a general description of what 
testing is.  

            It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

               

 Testing is an essential part of production. Good 
exam preparation should allow the candidates to 
become familiar with the whole range of production 
manufacture; from design/CAD through to testing. 

 Testing is an essential part of production. Good 
Examiner Tip

 This is a good answer, gaining 2 marks. 
The candidate refers to testing in different 
situations and data is being recorded.  

Examiner Comments
 This is a good answer, gaining 2 marks. 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

    Question 3d_29363_01.png 

 Testing is an essential part of production. 
Good exam preparation should allow students 
to become familiar with the whole range of 
production; from design/CAD to testing. 

 Testing is an essential part of production. 
Examiner Tip

  a good answer, gaining 2 marks. The candidate 
refers to testing in a machine and how this 
provides data on the amount of force needed to 
break the product. 

Examiner Comments

  a good answer, gaining 2 marks. The candidate 

Examiner Comments
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           Question 3 (e) 

      This is an "explain" question. The response should be full sentences and be detailed; in this 
case two separate points are needed for full marks.  

               The question  focus  here asks candidates to explain  why  expanded polystyrene is used and 
not what expanded polystyrene is.  

               It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

    Question 3e_29490_01.png 

 Candidates should be aware of a range 
of packaging techniques; for example 
polystyrene, bubble packs, eco-packs, 
sustainable packaging etc.  

 Candidates should be aware of a range 
Examiner Tip

 This is a good answer, gaining 2 marks. The 
candidate refers to the economical nature of the 
material and the energy absorbing aspect of the 
material.  

Examiner Comments

 This is a good answer, gaining 2 marks. The 

Examiner Comments
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            It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

           

 Candidates should be aware of a whole range of 
packaging techniques; for example polystyrene, 
bubble packs, eco-packs, sustainable packaging. 

 Candidates should be aware of a whole range of 

Examiner Tip

 This is a good answer, gaining 2 marks. The 
candidate refers to the lightweight nature of the 
material and the energy absorbing aspect of the 
material.  

Examiner Comments

 This is a good answer, gaining 2 marks. The 

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a) 

    "Outline" questions need a paragraph answer. In this case three separate points are needed 
for full marks. Sentences and detailed descriptions are required.  The focus is a straight 
forward listing of advantages and disadvantages for case-bound (hard bound) books.    

       It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

    Question 4a_30365_01.png 

            

 Candidates should have experience of a 
range of binding techniques that are used 
with graphic products.  

 Candidates should have experience of a 
Examiner Tip

 This candidate gives a detailed response and 
achieves full marks; explanations of case-bound 
books lasting longer, protecting pages and are 
heavier give a clear well structured response. 

Examiner Comments

 This candidate gives a detailed response and 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

           

 Candidates should prepare for exams by becoming 
familiar with a range of binding techniques. 
 Candidates should prepare for exams by becoming 

Examiner Tip

 This response starts will a clear statement of 
case-bound books last longer, but becomes 
confused with perfect bound books. So only 1 
mark awarded. 

Examiner Comments

 This response starts will a clear statement of 

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b) 

    As this is a "state" question, it is expected that the answer is in sentence form and not just 
a single word response.  

    The  focus  of the question is the properties of commercial bond paper.  

      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

            

 Candidates should ensure they prepare for exams 
by focusing on specifi c properties for materials 
not generalisations. 

 Candidates should ensure they prepare for exams 

Examiner Tip

 This candidate responds with too many 
generalisations and therefore attains 0 marks. 

Examiner Comments
 This candidate responds with too many 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

 Candidates should ensure they prepare for exams 
by gathering specifi c information rather than 
generalisations. 

 Candidates should ensure they prepare for exams 
Examiner Tip

 This candidate achieved full marks. 
They respond with specifi c information.  

Examiner Comments

 This candidate achieved full marks. 

Examiner Comments
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           Question 4 (c) 

     This type of question can be answered in many ways, the response must include BOTH 
drawings and annotation. Without either drawing or annotations full marks cannot be 
gained. Detailed sketches are required so candidates have the opportunity to gain marks.  

   It is essential that candidates have knowledge of industrial manufacturing processes.  

      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

   

           

 Candidates should prepare 
for exams by practising 
drawing processes, as well 
as responding to questions in 
written form.  

 Candidates should prepare 
Examiner Tip

  This response is clear and detailed. The annotation 
supports the sketches. The sketches are easily 
understandable. This achieved full marks.    Note: 
the whole space is used, and this ensures the 
sketches and annotations are clear for the 
examiner to see. 

Examiner Comments
  This response is clear and detailed. The annotation 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  
   

   

   

 Candidates should ensure they prepare for 
exams by sketching manufacturing processes 
as well as describing in written form. 

Examiner Tip

 The candidate here doesn't use clear sketches 
and the supporting annotations, whilst indicate 
a raised area, are not describing embossing. 

Examiner Comments

 The candidate here doesn't use clear sketches 

Examiner Comments
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     Question 4 (d) 

      This "outline" question requires a response in full sentences with detail; in this case three 
separate points are needed for full marks.  

               The question  focus  here asks candidates to investigate WHY hot foil blocking is used, not 
what is hot foil blocking.  

               It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

     

 

 Exam preparation that leads to bullet point 
notes is useful. However, it must be in long 
sentence form NOT single word responses. 

 Exam preparation that leads to bullet point 

Examiner Tip

 This candidate achieved full marks. It is a clear 
and detailed response. Note that it has a bullet 
point form but these are extended bullet points 
and not single word responses so this achieves 
good marks.  

Examiner Comments
 This candidate achieved full marks. It is a clear 

Examiner Comments
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           It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

 Candidates should ensure they do not use cheap, 
quick, fast etc in their exam preparation. Instead 
they should focus on specifi cs e.g. cheaper than 
printing by hand due to economies of scale etc. 

 Candidates should ensure they do not use cheap, 
Examiner Tip

 Unfortunately this response is not clear and 
therefore achieves o marks. Note, the use of 
generalisations such as quick, cheap etc. These 
achieve 0 marks as they show little knowledge. 

Examiner Comments
 Unfortunately this response is not clear and 

Examiner Comments
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           Question 4 (e) 

      "Justify" questions need responses that include a statement and a related clear description 
and explanation of the statement.  

               The question  focus  here asks candidates to justify the use of recycled material in case 
bound books.  It is not a compare question nor a description of recycled board.  

               It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

      

 Recyclable materials, sustainability and green issues 
are strongly emphasised in the AS specifi cation. 
Candidates must be aware of these issues. 

 Recyclable materials, sustainability and green issues 

Examiner Tip

 This response gains 0 marks. The justify type 
question expects specifi c information, not 
generalisations about strong, easier etc. 

Examiner Comments
 This response gains 0 marks. The justify type 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  
 

  

 Recyclable materials, sustainability and green issues 
are strongly emphasised in the AS specifi cation. 
Candidates must be aware of these issues. 

 Recyclable materials, sustainability and green issues 

Examiner Tip

 This response gains full marks, 
it goes into real detail and fully 
justifi es the use of recycled material. 

Examiner Comments
 This response gains full marks, 

Examiner Comments
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           Question 5 (a) 

       This question allows the opportunity for candidates to write at length to show they have a 
sound understanding. In this case it is a "discussion" question; so requires     four    valid and 
detailed points within the answer. 

     The question  focus  is clearly directed on the  application  of stainless steel.  

      This question is speci  fi     c in its focus but some   candidates just focused on properties and not 
the wider issues of the material in use. 

          It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

            

 Candidates should be aware of a range 
of popular materials used in products. 
 Candidates should be aware of a range 

Examiner Tip

 A good strong response that gains full marks. The 
candidate fully relates the answer to the product 
and does not write generally about stainless steel. 

Examiner Comments
 A good strong response that gains full marks. The 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

   

 In preparation for exams candidates should 
use products and identify their materials, 
production processes and features.  

 In preparation for exams candidates should 

Examiner Tip

 This response only gains 1 mark. Unfortunately 
the response seems to be confusing material 
properties. 

Examiner Comments
 This response only gains 1 mark. Unfortunately 

Examiner Comments
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           Question 5 (b) 

 

     This question allows the opportunity for candidates to write at length to show they have a 
sound understanding. In this case, as an "outline" question, candidates should respond with 
fi ve detailed points in sentence form.  

          Basic bullet point answers are not acceptable, it is preferable to use sentence form answers; 
although a candidate could use bullet points if they are detailed. 

          It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

         

 During exam preparation candidates should 
practice longer questions to ensure they 
can answer in a long, detailed concise way. 

 During exam preparation candidates should 

Examiner Tip

 This response confuses EL with phosphorescent 
material and gains 0 marks. 

Examiner Comments

 This response confuses EL with phosphorescent 

Examiner Comments
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      It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given.  

    

            

 During exam preparation candidates should 
practice longer answer questions to ensure that 
they answer fully in a detailed, concise way. 

 During exam preparation candidates should 

Examiner Tip

 This response gains full marks. Despite a bullet 
point answer, the points are sentence form and 
so each point is clarifi ed. Single word bullet 
points would attain zero marks. 

Examiner Comments

 This response gains full marks. Despite a bullet 

Examiner Comments
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Question 5c

Evaluation questions require candidates to answer fully. They need detailed, justified 
responses that flow in paragraph form. Short responses for 'evaluation' questions gain little 
marks. Candidates MUST ensure they include advantages and disadvantages or pro's, con's 
etc. The focus for this question is ISO9000 not just BSI. 

It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given. 
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During exam preparation candidates should practice 
longer questions to ensure they can answer in a 
long, detailed concise way.
 Candidates must also ensure they fully read the 
question and answer in a relevant way. 

During exam preparation candidates should practice 
Examiner Tip

 The candidate gains full marks. They respond in a 
detailed way, with clear advantages and disadvantages.  

Examiner Comments
 The candidate gains full marks. They respond in a 

Examiner Comments
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It is useful to refer to the published mark scheme when looking at the examples to clearly 
see where marks are given. 
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During exam preparation candidates should practice 
longer questions to ensure they can answer in a long, 
detailed concise way. 
Candidates must also ensure they fully read the 
question and answer in a relevant way. 

During exam preparation candidates should practice 
Examiner Tip

  A detailed response gaining full marks.  
   Candidates must ensure they write in the space 
available and not ‘over run’ as this candidate 
has.   

Examiner Comments
  A detailed response gaining full marks.  

Examiner Comments
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Summary

The AS exam should allow the candidate to show a variety of skills: short written responses, 
long answers, sketches to explain manufacturing processes and detailed drawings to show 
their graphic ability.

As such, candidates should practice all of these techniques in their exam preparation. 
In addition, it is essential that candidates prepare and use specifics in their answers; 
candidates who focus on details generally gain more marks than candidates that respond 
with generalisations; strong, cheap etc. 
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