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Introduction

The summer of 2022 saw a welcome return for the AS Politics series after
the disruption of the Covid pandemic and the cancellation of the normal
sitting of both papers at the end of the academic year. It was clear that
many Centres and their students were well prepared for the exam and
displayed a good range of accurate information and insight into the UK’s
political system.

As with all examinations after the event, and with results published, we look
back and appreciate both the success of learning and also areas where we
can improve and develop.

Key findings

e The responses which provided accurate detail and information about
the current political landscape in the UK attained higher levels of
reward.

e There was an improved use and development of the source, which
shows centres are getting better at identification of good technique,
including approaches of how to deal with the selected Assessment
Objectives on Question 2 and Question 3.

e Essay performance also indicated a better preparation, with the need
for balance and consideration of competing viewpoints being seen on
many responses.

e Areas to work on are providing precise details and getting information
clear and correct, the questions where this arose will be detailed
below.

Question 1a

A popular question and one upon which students were aware of a manifesto
and could relate to how it functions. It was common to see comments about
the Conservative manifesto pledge heralded by Boris Johnson to ‘Get Brexit
Done!’. Many made wider connections as they compared voters studying
competing manifestoes as political parties attempted to entice wavering
voters which party to choose in an election. A significant nhumber were able
to point out how a successful political party turned its winning manifesto
into a mandate - which held them to account to carry out their electoral
promises when in office. It was clear that Centres had prepared their
students well for this topic
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [E.
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(Total for Question 1 = 10 marks) Tota

Examiner Comment

An excellent response packed full of detail and showing substantial
knowledge and understanding. It is not necessary to produce so much
material on a 10-mark question - but this is packed with insight and very
accurate. A top level 3 response
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
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Examiner Comment

Moving now to the other end of the level spectrum this is a level 1
response. It lacks precise detail and is very generic and fails to convince the
reader that there is a broad understanding of the functions of a manifesto.



Question 1b

Here many students had little difficulty in describing the outline of what a
minority government was composed of - often raising the lack of reaching
enough seats (the magic 326) to be able to form a government. The most
common example cited was the May government after 2017 and its reliance
on the DUP after the General election, a few did mention the Labour
Minority government from February 1974, not that examples are essential
but they can illustrate knowledge in responses which rely exclusively on
AO1.

However, after a good start many students then veered off and confused a
minority government with a coalition government and assumed that the two
were the same. This then restricted their mark into level 2 at the most.
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Examiner Comment

This is an example of a low level 2 response. It fails to fully galvanise a
description of a minority government and some of its statements can be
misleading and inaccurate.
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Examiner Comment

This is a much more precise response. It does mention coalitions, but this
does not distract from the overall accuracy of the detail which is
subsequently supplied.



Question 2

This source question revolved around the significance of the 1997 General
Election, covering some reasons for how it occurred and then briefly looking
to the long-term consequences for the Labour Party since 2010. Only the
1997 General Election is specifically mentioned on the specification — hence
it is in scope to be examined given this inclusion. With the aid of the source
many students could relate to the importance and ramifications of the
election and knew that the Labour Party from that high in 1997 has failed to
win the last four General Elections. The key to success on a Question 2
which has equal amounts of AO1 and AQO2 is to select a point or issue in the
source and add further detail (knowledge AO1) and then seek to analyse
and exploit that knowledge (AO2)
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Using the source, explain why Labour won a landslide in the 1997 general election
and the long-term consequences for the party.

In your response you must use knowledge and understanding to analyse points from the
source only. You will not be rewarded for introducing any additional points that are not
In the source,
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(Total for Question 2 = 10 marks)[To | T}

Examiner Comment

This is a level 3 script. It probes and expands on the information in the
source and digs behind this to provide accompanying knowledge then goes
on to analyse this widened platform. Note that the focus is mainly on the
reasons behind the 1997 victory - but is does have a brief mention of the
fall from power of Labour since 2010.
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Using the source, explain why Labour won a landslide in the 1997 general election
and the long-term consequences for the party.

In your response you must use knowledge and understanding to analyse points from the
source only. You will not be rewarded for introducing any additional points that are not
in the source.
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Examiner Comment

In contrast to the previous script this candidate has correct detail but fails
to fully expand the AO1 and then underplays the potential for AO2. It is a
level 2 response and clearly less detailed than the previous response.




Question 3

It is normal that question 3 with its demand for only AO2 and AO3 and its
exclusion of AO1 provides a different challenge than question 2. It requires
not only common synergy between the two extracts in the source - the
similarities but then an evaluation and judgment on the areas where there
is tension and disagreement in the extracts. It is normal that the remit of
the disagreement furnishes more narrative and comment, and both aspects
are not mandated to be of equal scope. Voting for prisoners is a topic well
known to students. A small minority decided to largely ignore the source
and discuss the pros and cons of prisoner voting on their terms. That is to
be avoided as reward can only emanate from the source presented.
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Using only the sources, assess whether the UK Parliament is justified in denying the
vote to UK prisoners for general elections.
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In your response you must compare and contrast similarities and differences and
consider competing points by analysing and evaluating them. Only analysis and
evaluation based on knowledge from the sources will gain credit.
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Examiner Comment

This is an excellent style in how to respond to a question 3 - though not a
compulsory route - indeed there are many others. What the student here
has done is to consider first the similarities and provided clear analysis and
evaluation. A lengthier second section then does the same with the
disagreements. Clearly a Level 3 response.
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Using only the sources, assess whether the UK Parliament is justified in denying the
vote to UK prisoners for general elections.
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In your response you must compare and contrast similarities and differences and
consider competing points by analysing and evaluating them. Only analysis and
evaluation based on knowledge from the sources will gain credit.
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Examiner comment

By contrast this is a much weaker response than the earlier one. It is less
detailed but the key mistake it makes is that it tends to replicate the source
back to us (which is AO1 and not rewardable) and thus fails to fully embark
on a wider engagement with AO2 and AO3. It is imperative to base the
response on the source - but a narrative which repeats largely the source is
flawed when the major drive should be on analysis and evaluation.

Question 4a

Questions which involve pressure groups are always a favourite of politics
students. This continued to prove true this series as more students chose 4a
in preference to 4b as their essay. Few students encountered any major
difficulty in providing examples of pressure groups or parties. It must be
noted that some pressure group examples tended to be dated and not fully
reflective of the contemporary role which pressure groups play now in
political life. Weaker responses tended to simply state firstly ‘this is why
pressure groups are more important’ - then provide narrative and comment
on pressure groups followed by the same (though more restricted view) of
political parties. Better responses used their narrative in a more
constructive way and drew up analysis (often comparisons) between
pressure groups and parties then made mini conclusion AO3 in the body of
the essay and set up a productive dialogue as a profitable outcome. They
then delivered a fully considered view of the merits of the arguments which
were set before them



Script 1

V_0507000153008  Approved <= Validity 28| Q04a Good
Example

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.

Chosen question number; Question 4(a) & Question 4(b) 3 [oos= |24

ﬁ, odd W ok presse. groups. ae |,
d

rmfa»fm; %}& Lethy 7

iaa & Scrutiacse  ad . inFene Zowerzinedd-
)zau.:: pw’ésscm/ /&rﬁxf b Ao gﬁégﬁ

Cuthih. s, Howener, Hee 5. &ope.. . ?testh
'/‘{fs lf/ﬂﬂf SIUKE ... FES'UJ"E OUYRS: . éﬂfﬂ, s 3

ft‘f&/ Qhilty. fo.. W&&f M .......... M{/é ;é/ﬂf /@wﬁ*
Kl polecal pecties. fis such,” 1<

At Ao ok _744 e
fgwd%Mk sy b /&i sy Tt come.

e .. M&m ﬂ&)‘ﬁ" wre. ﬁex;ﬂ Aol .

P(ESSUm s .. %mé/ More. &;ﬂaﬁwﬁ#

o e w/ /aé/ e ds /éz provie. ,praaasam‘é

- Scedking. . nSteence 0N .. polty ek,

éftc Yoie. . 5:; Enﬁ’um éamﬁeﬂa mrz N

e tnotinpocke die o Ae” @@M;M

o e e L W e

:
d



a’%%fs s m ﬁw For

S e o S

/iﬁcrrzn ZZ; //J{JS c?tSe,
Medleal " ,;'m; ron (BA) can /)’c/ mvj;_
. nsoht o 425 ____________ rotect . [
_,43144?@{-7 B e il e oy
- Govenme/k.  poteg. . pol e Gt
fﬂ dmm mau@)?a%g dzéé: éa aé: Pk
tﬁ! z?d!é' ﬂﬂ’af ehion. f%ﬂép@; ___________ He 5 E:m
Q5 PESSUE. ... LS.
I 'zl HE o
ﬁj% Jnn 1. ..Wa#gf =% Y .,;ﬂ?m /a
@ sty afdzé’if}maga /
S sew sues 7aken ), e

/ze%fﬂfé Green s Frwnt " Fet- Spcech
1 G il s St By cattused
7& deeSsion _as 7 pouttes Scpe sar the




__________________________ Cul g et Ofts.
_Howeve; ay. adld - @g/ ﬂ’ ____________

'_f essue_ grops o Srvtinise_ and _Aiience g0
e %fg,

_Worwses zéz/* Siméeraance. zé . /mé/;
Ljthe wﬂf@( b be able A b Hzse _

:.W Mfg o /ﬂqsr / eblion.

fressore. vps, W_ﬁ ........... .. Aodess locrad. Mfgh{é-g

o Size,. czmﬂaﬁ oSS, amead o~ regeal
________ / ishtin kst etrted. wrties, . ConsiStiag..
Tos Clecteo] tefrosiatie, dod Ho =
ﬁ?ﬁ'rt Ps. jm{; ﬂc’ Mms aF Al . p2
Y o 4
fm,m an. te. flade Sutke by He o

_______ Lo are te  okdldys ©F (A groyei gz

s R

|
|
fa
|




SlgnizE 4 |

Bat puch o7 He €l e.cg .................... e _.
Unifecested andfor unmtfa/aeg/ . pressure
roup.. &QLM@; mj%

gﬁ’&‘lfﬂ! ﬁffﬁ{?ﬂﬂ ﬁﬂﬂf{ . ﬁ{f Vews... QF
______________ &7 % w—’f’v(e e/eééa@@ [vmbean 1291
________ He s @fﬂ//mswmé Y

....... %ﬁ{: Sze o7 e greup st
in.. Mr:s Aersus. ’m f%ém h resscrn
Qs - can. ﬁc
: ujrf ﬁ?ﬁ - SHHEF Cmiﬁ/@{— ....................... {(‘:S ......................................
Mowever, fe. . Viewpané afi

___________ MQIE?‘ \Fiewlt . dbe 7@@(’4&4{ Cer

: éic‘: fm:a ....... Ake ............. ﬂ('! ............ d’_‘IL e.. !E:.:AE A"’} MWy
: thlﬁ Clettorate .. (SSwes,. . (K %m Mece

(nsemed _and. cackhed .-::':: Uete . Gerthdy
mﬁ_g'ﬁrk P, resul. m .............. Yhe e/;a{m _______ of




clethion, s pressvce groups. provided Ao edication b nstoense |
Cuecal). e 5 Yot poctiss... 4l A power 4 puss laswss.

M,ﬂcxuh!e/’m %f/iﬂfure;mmm B -
..._.S‘ynmi:aﬂf.wdéa. m&cgﬂe/vm‘%vf%?‘é/éxum
o page. Lemselies Lty poldies. oo tne where
fm?m&m{/pfs abareasiag,  Lidenn. e Mwsq
goiemmei..tor._eximple, Tnsdate. Bplain s obknpls to

" Increase e insviation o Amﬂ,,{{ﬂmma;?
e _omioment_thas - daused . cnitespread edés . ‘o,

Uodytedly . %“"74 A%f&‘r\aFMm

gl gt b pasici. e o s .

-l pokecton. o5 these_geyps, essing- e
________ ngm)‘fwm . W/ fE/fQLfﬂj
;'/Omgrer/ ) %a.}amaaf ot pressvre. o

AMBPEZ Jroops. ace. Lece... 1opactatt B Hao.. ||




an_be_ touderee] by Ue  Fact. that pacles alse
LO55er Manyy /o&f:}brm o thix... Fwﬁz‘c_ ....... R e

| ,ée;mt mebecs.. oF. A

oppettunites. Soc many to P Sigage Ao /—'ﬂ/ﬁcts_
a5 el asﬁém@ ye.. ﬁr;ﬁ{zm/mﬂﬁf ar.
ﬂrfnaifﬁfﬂm&g i fff}m/?.‘émce
:];1 @rdmm,- pzf;fmt W—c UE. AN W,ﬁarfmﬁ-
o _phial  pedies fo e chisy. public etz
) Ao o Soic. eXtent.. 7&% ......... 5 decame. @
_Can . use. Hei—. ﬂtﬁg’sfoﬂd ?ﬂﬁfﬁf and. @e /ﬁﬁﬁyp
o _secudipise. @ and. . inflvence. /au&m*&/zﬁ f2e ag/ ___________

Qﬁr/s‘f ﬁa’o{d:afry 7% M (C. ... OO..... LY z’ - @
= — J,SSUE,S a{s.::

aﬂm ,aegaé éa r?.!a:lmzyﬁ/- | e% I;ze” ... /cxazf:'d.fc.s and
. jm& Heir _Lojces 4@ on_ (SSves, lu j{ar_p:.‘ SucA

: T _E&?uél,ﬁ: .......... ﬁf‘f 22

: y %f 3--- ﬁtﬂ«w %&uemr, TS Lare.
. »ﬁc ﬂéf@ Fo to guss. kyishlion, ot NIRE.
presuce. HRUPS,.. J[q,ug? ........... Hat . /@ R = S

—

St ter a_ SioqHcanit Q’JJ/E 7%‘5“ =Vl
ﬁ’ﬁﬂy g# meﬁ/muﬁlwmq 30 marks[ 7]

D muu.mnsm'muc 30 MARKS
rorummnn.mmm

G guestion,

Examiner Comment

This essay always has the focus of the question within its sights. It reflects
and makes judgments (AO3) throughout the essay and contains many
relevant examples and details. There is a clear sense of debate surrounding

the question. It is a top-level response.
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Examiner Comment

This essay clearly lacks the depth and scope of the former essay. It fails to
provide an in-depth insight into the contested debate. There are examples
and these are correct — good use of Extinction Rebellion, for example - but
this is a level 3 response, and a greater scope is required to extract all the
marks for each of the Assessment Objectives.

Question 4b

On the current specification there is a need to know not only the mechanics
of different electoral systems in use in the UK - such as FPTP, AMS and STV
- but also their outcomes or the results which they deliver in both
Westminster and the Developed regions. With over 20 years of electoral
outcomes in the devolved regions there is sufficient evidence of systems
other than FPTP and their results, enough to draw comparisons and make a
meaningful decision as to their impact. Hence this point seeks to stress the
need-to-know results — not only in Westminster but elsewhere in the UK.
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Examiner Comment

This script is an example of a level 2 response. It lacks detail and focus on
the question. We see no results whatsoever from a field to compare results
and outcomes. This lack of core ‘results knowledge’ thus undermines any
developed and meaningful AO2 and AO3.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.
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Examiner Comment

By contrast this level 4 script builds up a much more convincing and
authoritative base. From this base we can see the development of AO2 and
AO3. It is clear that this student can enter a dialogue and discuss the
impact of different electoral systems on outcomes.

Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this paper, students and Centres are offered
the following advice:

e Students need to remain focused on addressing the required
Assessment Objectives, which is especially important on essays
where there is parity between AOs.

e This is equally important on the other sections of the papers where
distinct AOs are targeted.




e Always in a response keep a focus on the title and remit of the
question.

e On source questions it is important to remember the need to stick
rigidly to the source content and not to deviate and introduce
additional facts.

e On essays note the rubric commands contained within the question
and attempt to provide a balance - in short this means take a view
on both sides of a contested issue. The balance does not need to be
precise so long as other views are represented and discussed.

e Itis important to know outcomes. Results not only for Westminster
but also devolved bodies are crucial.
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