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Introduction

The overall standard of responses in Unit 8PLO_02 was broadly in line with expectations. Many
candidates used up to date examples to illustrate points they made, showing high levels of
knowledge and understanding, analytical and evaluative skills. However, there were some
examples of candidates misunderstanding or misinterpreting questions, or not addressing the
specific question set. A small minority of candidates opted not to answer all of the questions
required, and this should be strongly discouraged.

An important discriminator was the extent to which candidates focused on the specific question set.
It remains good advice to candidates preparing for exams to spend time in the exam thinking about
the questions they intend to answer, identifying the key words or terms and, for essays, planning
their answer before starting to answer the question.
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Question 1 (a)

This was a less popular question in this section. Most responses successfully explained either the
role or the composition of departmental select committees. Stronger responses were able to
address both parts of the question. Many candidates successfully used the example of the Home
Affairs select committee questioning Amber Rudd over the treatment of the ‘Windrush generation’,
which contributed to her resignation.

Some responses evaluated the impact of select committees but this is not required for this
guestion, and some responses focused on other types of parliamentary committees, which was
also not creditable.
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This response addresses both parts of the
question. It is clear and accurate on the role and
the composition of departmental select
committees, although it does not mention that
they are composed of back bench MPs. This is an
example of a high level three response.
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<O\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

Make sure that you address both parts of a ‘role’
and ‘composition’ question.




Question 1 (b)

This was a popular question. Stronger responses accurately explained the principle of
parliamentary sovereignty and included several features.

Some weaker responses did not move beyond a general statement that parliament is the most
powerful institution, without further explanation. Some responses went on to evaluate the impact
of devolution on parliamentary sovereignty, but this is not required for this question.
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This response explains three key features of
parliamentary sovereignty, illustrating each point
with an example. It is clear and accurate
throughout and is an example of a high level three
response.

“ ResultsP
Examiner Tip

When you are describing several features of
parliamentary sovereignty it is a good idea to have
one paragraph for each feature.
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Question 2

Responses generally used the source as the basis for their answer with very few candidates simply
just using their own knowledge. However, some candidates copied out or paraphrased sections of
the source without relating this to the question. A minority of responses lost focus and either
explained the role of the ‘opposition’ in general or the ways in which the Official opposition

improves democracy.

Stronger responses used the source to clearly explain how the Official opposition improves
government, using examples to develop the points made in the source. This focus on the question

was a key discriminator.
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2 Source 1is adapted from ‘What do you want from an opposition?’ The Official Opposition
is an important feature of parliament, in particular the House of Commons.

”~

Source 1 hi qh&r q}’wm
The Official Opposition's role is to: / lQ,QlSlwt\m

+ Highlight inconsistencies or unfairness with proposed legislation. They also seek
to make changes by forcing the government to explain itself more clearly and
to justify its proposals. This can lead to amendments or even the withdrawal of
original government proposals.

+ Force votes in parliament on popular areas of their own policies in order to
pressure the government to defend itself. This might be on Opposition days
where they choose the topic of debate. In this way, they are able to challenge
government actions they disagree with. PITalLif y

+ Champion their own alternative vision for society and an alternative set of Uf Wwf?
policies that they can present to the electorate in a manifesto at the next general
election.

+ Make sure that their leading members adopt a high profile in the media and
present themselves as more credible than those in the present government. In
this way, the opposition creates a government in waiting through an effective
Shadow Cabinet of potential ministers.

(Source: adapted from: http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/
uk/2017/03/what-do-you-want-opposition)

Using the source, explain how government is Imﬂ'_o_ggd by the existence of the

Official Opposition.

(10)

In your response you must use knowledge and understanding to analyse points that are
only in the source. You will not be rewarded for introducing any additional points that are
not in the source.
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Examiner Comments

This response uses the source well and for each
point made it explains how this improves
government. This focus on the source and on the
question means that this is an example of a high
level three response.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

It is important to refer to the source in question 2,
and not to introduce points that are not in the
source. You also need to use the source to answer
the specific question being asked. You will not be
able to do this simply by repeating information
from the source provided.
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Question 3

This question requires an approach that is significantly different to the one candidates used for
sources in 6GP02. Very few responses considered arguments for and against an English parliament
without referring to the sources, which was not creditable.

Some responses included an evaluation of the provenance of the two sources. This is not a
requirement and candidates are only expected to evaluate the strength of the arguments in the
sources.

The best responses considered similarities, as well as differences between the arguments in the two
sources. They evaluated the relative strength of these arguments and reached an overall
judgement on the merits of establishing an English parliament.

Candidates should be encouraged to practice this type of question in centres and to signpost
clearly the differences and similarities between the sources.
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E/N Examiner Comments

This response has a close focus on both sources
and identifies similarities as well as differences
between them. The response also comes to a
conclusion, arguing against establishing an English
parliament.

M\
4R\

¢ \ Results#

\\ Examiner Tip

It is important to compare and contrast similarities
as well as differences between the sources in
question 3.




Question 4 (a)

This was the most popular question in this section. The vast majority of responses referred to both
chambers and provided some balance. Stronger responses sustained a clear argument throughout
the essay and usually evaluated as they went along, rather than only in the conclusion. They also
focused on the ways in which parliament can limit the power of the prime minister in particular,
rather than how it can limit the power of the executive.

A general area for development is the requirement to draw on relevant knowledge and
understanding of study from Component 1: UK Politics. This is a synoptic assessment, requiring
candidates to work across different parts of the qualification. Many well-argued and analytical
responses did not meet this requirement and so were unable to access the top of the mark
scheme.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response considers both chambers, although
it is mostly focused on the Commons. There is a
clear and sustained argument throughout, that it
depends upon the circumstances in which prime
ministers find themselves. The response contains
evaluation at the end of each paragraph as well as
in the conclusion. It also includes a reference to
Component 1 when referring to the government’s
lack of a mandate in 2010, but there is more scope
to draw on relevant knowledge from Component
1. This is an example of a level five response.

‘ ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

As part of the rubric for questions 4(a) and 4(b),
candidates are required to draw on relevant
knowledge and understanding from Component 1:
UK Politics.
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Question 4 (b)

This was a much less popular question in this section.

The majority of responses referred to the ‘four freedoms’ and the single market and provided some
balance. Stronger responses sustained a clear argument from start to finish and usually evaluated
points throughout the essay, rather than only in the conclusion.

A general area for development is the requirement to draw on relevant knowledge and
understanding of study from Component 1: UK Politics. This is a synoptic assessment, requiring
candidates to work across different parts of the qualification. Some well-argued and analytical
responses did not meet this requirement and so were unable to access the top of the mark
scheme.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is strong on evaluation and covers
both the ‘four freedoms’ and the single market.
There is a sustained argument from start to finish
and the response contains evaluation throughout,
as well as in the conclusion. The response also
draws on relevant knowledge and understanding
from Component 1, referring to media reporting of
free movement of people and the low turn-out in
European Union elections, in the context of low
participation rates in general. This is an example of
a high level five response.

)\ |
ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

It is a good idea to evaluate points as you go along
rather than waiting until the end of your answer.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Time themselves carefully on each question so as to avoid having to rush any answers and to
ensure that they answer all of the questions required.

* Ensure that answers remain focused on the specific question that has been set. Read the
question carefully before you start your answer.

* Avoid analysis or evaluation when answering Section A questions, as this is not required.

* When answering question 2, ensure that they only use points from the source to answer the
guestion set. Candidates will not be able to do this by simply copying out or paraphrasing parts
of the source.

* Ensure that they compare and contrast similarities as well as differences in question 3 and that
they analyse and evaluate the competing points, leading to a conclusion. Candidates should be
encouraged to evaluate throughout their answers, rather than only at the conclusion.

* Ensure that they follow the rubric in Section C, including the requirement to draw on relevant
knowledge and understanding of study from Component 1: UK Politics. This is a synoptic
assessment, requiring candidates to work across different parts of the qualification. Candidates
should be encouraged to evaluate throughout their answers, rather than only at the conclusion.

* Where candidates’ answers are longer than the space provided, they should ensure that they use
additional answer sheets and clearly signpost this for examiners.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

32 GCE Politics 8PLO 02


http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCE Politics 8PLO 02 33



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R ORL.


http://www.tcpdf.org



