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1 General introduction

This guide has been written to assist teachers in setting suitable coursework tasks and in
assessing candidates’ work.  The guide should be read in conjunction with the OCR AS/A Level
Physics (B) Advancing Physics specifications.  However, all sections of the specifications relating
to coursework assessment are included here.

While this guide is concerned with the assessment of coursework, it cannot be emphasised too
strongly that before candidates are assessed on their communication, research, experimental
and investigative skills, these skills must be taught and candidates must have opportunities to
practise and to develop their abilities.

In the Advanced Subsidiary GCE course candidates carry out three short tasks: an
Instrumentation task, Research and presentation and Making sense of data. Together these
comprise Unit 2862: Physics in Practice.

In the A2 half of the Advanced GCE course the coursework consists of two more substantial
pieces of work, recognising the more developed skills and maturity of candidates by this stage.
The candidates tackle a Practical Investigation (Unit 2863, Component 02) and produce a
Research Report (Unit 2864, Component 02).

In AS Unit 2862, marks contribute towards aspects of Assessment Objectives AO1: Knowledge
with Understanding; AO2: Application of Knowledge and Understanding, Synthesis and
Evaluation; and to the complete assessment of Assessment Objective AO3: Experiment and
Investigation.

In A2 Unit 2863, Component 02, marks contribute to Assessment Objective AO3: Experiment and
Investigation.

In A2 Unit 2864, Component 02, marks contribute to Assessment Objectives AO1, AO2 and AO4:
Synthesis of Knowledge, Understanding and Skills.  There is assessment of AO4 because
candidates are required to use physics knowledge and understanding from other modules of the
specification in planning their research, in analysing evidence and drawing conclusions.

Coursework provides many opportunities to develop key skills and to collect evidence that may
contribute towards the assessment of key skills.  Full details are given in Appendix A of the
specifications and links are identified throughout the content of the specification booklet.
Teachers are advised to discuss such opportunities with colleagues and with the students
concerned.
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2 Coursework Assessment

The purpose of coursework assessment is to ascertain the value of the work carried out by the
candidate using the criteria for assessment. The criteria provide the framework within which
impartial and informed decisions can be made which result in ratings which fairly reflect the level
of performance, are internally consistent and comparable with those produced in other Centres.
The person responsible for teaching the students should normally carry out the assessment.
Where several teachers in a Centre are involved, it is expected that arrangements will be made to
ensure that they are all interpreting the criteria in the same way.

Each task is assessed internally out of 40 marks. For the assessment of coursework there are
four strands, each divided into two aspects. These aspects will be assessed out of 5 marks,
giving 10 marks per strand and 40 marks in total for each task. Descriptions of the assessment
criteria for each strand are given at the levels appropriate for ratings of 5, 3 and 1. Ratings 2 and
4 are to be interpolated. Choice of rating is by best fit to the criteria.

These criteria are generic for all the coursework in Advancing Physics, both AS and A2. Since
they cover different tasks these formal criteria inevitably concentrate on some important general
areas of the candidates’ performance.

It is important to realise that the coursework can be fairly and effectively assessed at this general
level, without becoming immersed in detail. By using the more specific guidance in this Teacher
Support: Coursework Guidance booklet, the exemplar material provided by OCR, and with
experience of moderation, teachers will become increasingly confident and consistent in their
application of the criteria.

The assessment is recorded by annotation of the work. The teacher is asked to write down the
mark and to justify that mark by writing a few words about the evidence they are taking into
account, both from personal observation and from the written outcome. The record of personal
observation should be brief and factual, and will certainly be recollection rather than verbatim
reporting.

It is an important feature of the coursework that it is assumed that teacher and student will work
closely together throughout. This must be done in such a way that it is possible for the teacher to
work closely with a student and allow room for the student to perform at all levels.

The submission of proposed coursework tasks for approval by OCR is not a requirement of the
scheme.  However, Centres wishing to obtain guidance on whether a coursework task is suitable
should send details to OCR.  Guidance may also be obtained on the marks awarded to
candidates’ work prior to moderation by sending details of the task set, any background
information and marked examples of candidates’ work to OCR.  Teachers are asked not to send
large quantities of material.

A programme of INSET meetings is arranged to provide detailed guidance on coursework
assessment.  Details are circulated to Centres and a contact number for OCR Training and
Customer Support is given in Section 10.
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2.1 Assessment and Moderation

All coursework is marked by the teacher and internally standardised by the Centre. Marks are
then submitted to OCR by a specified date, after which postal moderation takes place in
accordance with OCR procedures. The purpose of moderation is to ensure that the standard for
the award of marks in coursework is the same for each Centre, and that each teacher has
applied the standards appropriately across the range of candidates within the Centre.

Coursework submissions should be clearly annotated by the Centre to support the marks
awarded to the candidates.

The sample of work that is submitted to the Moderator for moderation must show how the marks
have been awarded in relation to the marking criteria.

2.2 Minimum Coursework Requirements

If no work is submitted by a candidate for a coursework component, the candidate should be
indicated as being absent from that component on the coursework mark sheets submitted to
OCR. Any work submitted by a candidate should be assessed according to the mark descriptors
and marking instructions and the appropriate mark awarded, which may be 0 (zero).

2.3 Authentication of Coursework

As with all coursework, the teacher must be able to verify that the work submitted for assessment
is the candidate’s own.  Sufficient work must be carried out under direct supervision to allow the
teacher to authenticate the coursework marks with confidence.

2.4 Special Arrangements for Coursework

For candidates who submit some coursework but are unable to complete the full assessment, or
whose performance may be adversely affected through no fault of their own, teachers should
consult the Inter-Board Regulations and Guidance Booklet for Special Arrangements and Special
Consideration. In such cases, advice should be sought from OCR as early as possible during
the course.
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2.5 Differentiation

In coursework, differentiation is by task and by outcome.  Candidates will undertake assignments
which enable them to display positive achievement.



Teacher Support: Coursework Guidance 5 © OCR 2000
Physics B (Advancing Physics) Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations

3 Introduction to the tasks

3.1 AS Coursework

The tasks in the AS course arise directly out of the students’ own learning and it is expected that
they will be tackled at the appropriate place in the course. Each task would be expected to take
not more than five hours, including time in class.

3.1.1 Instrumentation Task

This task involves one of the following activities:

• building and testing a sensor;

• exploring the characteristics of a given sensor;

• designing and putting together a system to make a measurement

together with a written report on the work done. This task comes directly out of the work they will
be doing in Module 2860: Physics in Action: Communication. The assessment will reward
practical, experimental and constructional skills.

Managing the Instrumentation Task

The time allocated to this task is three hours of teaching time; this will be spent in the laboratory
on setting up and experimental testing. Students should spend about two further hours writing
their report.

To complete in this time, an outline plan and apparatus list will need to be discussed and agreed
in advance. This can be arranged after students have met some sensors, and been introduced to
the remainder of the school stock of devices, or those easily ordered from catalogues. Full
performance data is available on CD-ROM from several suppliers (RS Components and
Maplins), and could be available as datasheets or calibration graphs, to help guide planning.

What students should be expected to achieve?

The time allocation for this sensor project sets a modest bound on what is expected for students
to achieve. The experience should build on practical coursework skills developed at GCSE, and
should be the practical climax to study of the first AS module, and has been prepared for by
similar tasks carried out in teams. The open choice of task should allow students to follow their
own interests and to demonstrate planning, as well as practical and analytical skills. It is hoped
that the experience will be enjoyable as they learn to manage their own time productively under
guidance.
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What to cover

Thorough briefing will help students to achieve the aims of this task. They will need to be aware
of the assessment criteria in the specification, and a general briefing sheet is provided on the
Advancing Physics Student’s CD-ROM.  This contains many suggestions of sensor projects that
might be appropriate, but is not meant to restrict students’ choice. Teachers will want to develop
their own list of successful ideas as experience develops.

How to introduce the task

• Remind students of their previous experience of practical coursework from GCSE.

• A lively introduction to the task develops naturally from one of the sensor demonstrations
described in the course, and the team tasks proposed.

• An array of sensors available and some information on their characteristics will enable
students to assume responsibility for the first, difficult stage of their work - choosing the task
they will undertake.

 Topic choices

 Before commencing their project, each student will need to discuss his/her choice with the
teacher. The teacher should ensure that the student:

• chooses a task appropriate to his/her interests and abilities;

• has a reasonably clear idea about the limits and expectations of the task;

• has an appropriate apparatus list and circuit diagram.

 Context

 Three slightly different contexts are offered, involving one out of:

• building and testing a “home-made” sensor;

• testing and evaluating a commercial “off the shelf” sensor;

• putting together a measurement system, then making and evaluating a measurement.

There is no intention to restrict students’ choice of sensor or what quantities can be measured,
though clearly most will restrict themselves to devices which do not rely on electromagnetic
effects taught in the A2 year of the course.

Report

Students should be encouraged to demonstrate ICT skills, particularly graphical communication,
annotation and analysis when preparing their reports.

Monitoring progress

Early work in task identification and planning will pay dividends when it comes to the busy
practical stage of getting circuits working and delivering meaningful data. Difficulties in the lab
will be obvious and students can be guided by good questioning or prompting if necessary. This
will help the teacher to assess initiative and independence, and the quality of data achieved. The
writing of the report to internal deadlines may also need monitoring.
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3.1.2 Research and Presentation

 This task involves researching the nature and use of a material, and making a presentation
about it. The presentation may use any publicly available medium suited to the audience e.g. an
illustrated talk, a web page, or a poster. New materials offer a wide variety of stimulating choices,
but the choice of material is not restricted to novel materials. The presentation should show
relationships between the properties and uses of the material. It should give wider value to the
information found by setting it in a context.

 The context may be chosen from:

• applications, economic value or benefits and disbenefits;

• historical or social contexts: causes and/or consequences of developments;

• personal context e.g. the involvement of discoverers, inventors or exploiters;

• processes of discovery, invention or exploitation.

 This task comes directly out of the work students will be doing in Module 2860: Physics in Action:
Designer Materials. The assessment will reward their independent learning and presentation of
physics in a non-written format.

Managing the Research and Presentation

 The time allocated for this is two hours of teaching time, this includes that required for students’
oral presentations to the whole class. Students should use around three further hours for
research and writing.

 What students should be expected to achieve?

 This should be the highlight of Designer Materials. By the time the student reaches the Research
and Presentation, their understanding and vocabulary should have developed significantly from
the GCSE background with which they started the course. They should feel confident to access
and make use of information from a variety of sources, and be extending their study in a direction
which interests them.

 It is hoped that they will enjoy careful research, and consider their fellow students as the
audience in the preparation of their research material for the presentation.

 What to cover

 Teachers will need to brief students about the nature of their task. As well as the specification
description of the task, the Advancing Physics Student’s CD-ROM provides a general briefing
sheet with more guidance about the assessment strands, and nine sample ‘starter’ sheets to
stimulate interest and suggest research sources. These are not meant to restrict students’
choice of topic. Teachers may want to add extra ‘starters’ of their own in a similar format, perhaps
building them up year on year as students produce unexpected new suggestions.
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 How to introduce the task

• Remind students of the many times they have previously sought and made sense of
information - as part of this course and previously.

• Draw them into the spirit of the task in an imaginative way - perhaps making a visit, seeing
demonstrations or hearing a lecture by a materials specialist - or use the collection of
images, ‘materials: yesterday and tomorrow’.

• Provide them with just sufficient printed information to enable them to assume
responsibility for the first, difficult stage of their work - choosing a topic.

 Topic choices

 As well as the briefing sheets provided, students may get their ideas from a wide range of
sources: television, radio, websites, magazines, pamphlets, newspapers, videotapes,
manufacturers or retailers, a professional scientist or engineer - and of course from their
observations of the material world.

 Before they start their research, each student should discuss her/his choice so that the teacher
can ensure that the student:

• chooses a topic appropriate to her/his abilities and interests;

• is reasonably clear about the limits of the topic;

• has a starting list with good sources of information.

 Analysis

 Students will need to sift through their sources to extract the essentials. They should give full
bibliographic details for sources used, including page references for quotations and key ideas. It
is a good idea to give them practice with, or at least examples of, both of these skills.

 Mark descriptors for Strands A (use of resources) and B (understanding of physics) should be
discussed in class so that all understand the importance of re-working information and
incorporating their own thinking and are aware that simple ‘cut and paste’ will not be sufficient.

 Context

 This too should be discussed in class. There is a choice of types of context, again so that
students can choose one which most interests them.

 Presentation

Students should be encouraged to think the presentation is integral to the task, and not an
artificial extra.  Practising scientists, engineers and other professionals all expect to present
information to others, perhaps to influence their thinking. It will help if students have earlier in the
course been given non-assessed practice with presentations of various types.
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 Monitoring progress

 The teacher will need to monitor students’ research and preparations from the time the task has
been set. In this way they can offer appropriate help and encouragement, and prevent some
students from falling behind. Students will not expect the teacher to be a materials science
expert, so teachers should not expect it of themselves. Once the students have chosen a topic,
their likely difficulties will arise with finding sources, deciding what is relevant information, and
making decisions about their presentation. They will appreciate a teacher who can both listen
and question carefully.

 Material from the research for the presentation must be available in a folder which can be sent to
the Moderator (not including computer disks).

3.1.3 Making Sense of Data

 The task is to analyse a set of data, and write a report showing what can be understood from the
data, in relation to the physical principles involved. Data may come from a variety of sources. The
student may have performed an experiment; have seen a demonstration which provides the data;
have taken data from a video of an experiment or event; have found data from an outside source.
In all cases the student must be in a position to understand and report on how the data were
obtained, on the physical principles involved, and on features of the experiment which are
needed to understand the results, including possible sources of error.

 This task provides an opportunity for students to be rewarded for the practice they will have had in
presenting and analysing data throughout the AS course.

 Managing the Making Sense of Data Task

 The time allocated for this is two hours of teaching time, this includes time required for collecting
the data. Students should use the same amount of time again in analysis of the data and writing
their report.

 What students should be expected to achieve

 Making sense of data is intended to allow students to show their skills in drawing meaning out of
a collection of data, by presenting the data clearly, identifying patterns and trends, suggesting
explanations for those findings and discussing the validity of their conclusions in light of the
experimental technique used. This task will most likely be assessed towards the end of the AS
course, after the student has had the opportunity to interpret data from a variety of experiments
and has developed the skills of data analysis being used.

 It is important to realise that it is these skills of data analysis that are being assessed, not
practical skilfulness in collecting the data itself. Each student must begin the task with a good set
of data, however that is achieved. The purpose of collecting the data, or seeing the data collected,
is to ensure the student is familiar with the origin of the data.



© OCR 2000 10 Teacher Support: Coursework Guidance
Oxford, Cambridge and RSA Examinations Physics B (Advancing Physics)

 What to cover

 The teacher will need to brief students about the nature of their task.  As well as the specification
description of the task, a general briefing sheet with more guidance about the assessment
strands and some sample tasks can be found on the Advancing Physics Student’s CD-ROM. It is
likely that some of these will have been used earlier in the course.

 How to introduce the task

 It is important, before becoming immersed in the specific detail of a set of data, to be sure that
students are secure in their understanding of the task.

• Remind students of the many times they have previously made sense of data - as part of
this course and previously. Such examples can be used to illustrate a discussion of the
good and bad features of a report.

• Remind them of the important ingredients of a successful report, for example:

• a concise and clear description of the design of the experiment;

• a clear understanding of the underlying physics of the experiment;

• making decisions about how to present the data (charts, tables, graphs and
calculations) to draw meaning from it;

• discussing the validity of any conclusions, with reference to discrepancies or
anomalies in the data, and the experimental technique used.

• Discuss how such a report will allow the work to be assessed successfully using the
general criteria and the more specific guidance.

How to introduce the data

The data can be presented to candidates in one of a number of ways. They may be able to collect
it, individually or in groups. They may watch a demonstration (either live or on video) during which
data is collected. What is essential is that they have every opportunity to discuss and question
their understanding of the purpose of the experiment, the details of the experimental technique
and any underlying physical principles. This background to the origin of the data will be needed if
they are to make proper sense of it and particularly to discuss the validity of their findings.

However the data is collected, each student must begin the task with a good set of data.
Therefore if students are gathering data for themselves the teacher must have a good set of data
available to hand to the student if their data is unlikely to allow them to gain the highest marks.
Note that a ‘good set of data’ for this purpose is likely to include some anomaly worth noting and
discussing.

Monitoring progress

The teacher will need to monitor students’ work from the time the task has been set and the data
has been introduced. In this way the teacher can offer appropriate help and encouragement, and
prevent some students from falling behind. It will also give confidence that the student is
producing their own piece of work.

One way to manage this task could be to use the 2 hours of lesson time and the equal amount of
study time in the following way (starting after all the necessary introduction of the task has taken
place):
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First hour (in class)

• Introduce data, and have a preliminary discussion with students

Second hour (out of class)

• Student begins report

Third hour (in class)

• Student continues report writing in class and has further discussion with teacher

Fourth Hour (out of class)

• Report is finished and handed in.

Such a system will allow a teacher to assess the students’ thinking about the task, to encourage
and guide before it is too late, and to be confident that the student understands the work they are
producing at home. It will also help students to understand that the task is not large and to avoid
the production of unnecessarily long pieces of work.

3.2 A2 Coursework

 The two elements of coursework in the A2 course are clearly at a higher level than those in the AS
course. Students have a higher degree of autonomy in their choice of physics to study and a
longer time over which to carry out the project.

 There are two elements to the coursework in the A2 course – each requiring 10 hours of teaching
time and the accompanying homework time.

 Practical Investigation: The practical investigation should be carried out on any aspect of
physics of interest to the student. It is anticipated that students will use a wide variety of
experiments and techniques in this extended investigation.

 Research Report: This consists of a written report based on the individual work of a student on a
topic of physics of his or her own choosing. The work is expected to be exploratory, with the aim
of collecting and analysing information about an issue in which physics is significant. The report
should also consider the wider context of the physics, considering social, historical, economic, or
environmental issues.
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3.2.1 Practical Investigation

 For this task each student should carry out an investigation of a practical problem related to
physics or its applications. It is anticipated that students will use a wide variety of experiments
and techniques in this extended investigation. The most suitable topic is a clearly defined
problem, which offers scope for genuine investigation, rather than routine, mechanical and
unimaginative work. The topic should afford the student the opportunity to use physics at an A
level standard.

What students should be expected to achieve

 One of the central features of the course is the emphasis placed on learning physics through the
interplay of theory and experiment - so that students understand where ideas come from, how
they make sense and how they may be used. This is made possible through the range and
variety of illustrative experiments, practical demonstrations and investigations which students
meet during the course. But the importance of the experimental work extends beyond the
fulfilment of this objective. Many students will study more science when they leave school or
college, and there are some whose careers will involve science. An ability to investigate an
unfamiliar situation in a sensible and scientific way will be an asset not only to these students,
but to all in tackling practical problems in everyday life. To this end, it is hoped that the
development of experimental and investigative skills will be a significant feature throughout the
course.

 To reinforce this aim the Practical Investigation offers students opportunities to display and be
rewarded for the skills they have developed.

 The assessment will reward such skills as:

• working independently and with initiative;

• formulating and testing hypotheses ;

• designing, planning and safely carrying out experiments;

• selecting the most appropriate apparatus for a purpose;

• appreciating the significance of results and observations;

• translating and interpreting information;

• critically analysing and evaluating experimental data and methods;

• applying knowledge and understanding to explain trends and patterns in results;

• communication skills.

The outcome of the task is a written report which describes the process of the investigation and
discusses the conclusions which may be drawn from the practical work done.

 The time allocated for this component of the examination is about 10 hours of ‘physics teaching’
and the equivalent amount of ‘homework’ time.
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Management of the Practical Investigation

 To begin, the student chooses an interesting topic for investigation and carries out some
preliminary research – analysing the topic, getting 'a feel' for the relevant factors, considering the
selection of appropriate apparatus and measuring techniques, carrying out a literature search, if
appropriate – with a view to deciding upon an experimental design which will allow the first set(s)
of readings to be taken.

 The next stages are to carry out the investigation in the laboratory, to write up the findings of the
experimental work, in the form of a daily diary, and then to submit the finished report to the
teacher for assessment.

 The assessment should be based on observation of the work done, and on discussion with the
student, as well as information revealed in the written report. Ratings must be based on the
actual work done, and must not be influenced by impressions of what the student might have
been expected to achieve, whether this is less or more than is actually achieved.

 Errors in physics which have been noted in arriving at the assessment must be marked on the
report.

 It is inevitable, and indeed sensible, that students should seek help or advice from outside
sources and it is important that teachers find out about the nature and extent of this assistance,
so that in making their assessments they can make due allowance for it. Credit should only be
given for the way in which the student makes use of the help or advice received. All sources used,
printed or otherwise, should be acknowledged  e.g. in a bibliography.

 Reports, which should be in an appropriate style of writing, should be legible and organised.
Arguments should be clear and logical, and coherently presented using appropriate conventions
of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

 The fact of having spent a longer time on the work should not, in itself, earn a higher assessment
for the student concerned. The work should be judged on its quality with respect to the total time
spent. Students who work effectively for the normal allotted time must not be put at a
disadvantage. On the other hand, students who spend little time should not be awarded a high
rating.

 In order to minimise the effect of good or ill luck in the choice of topic, or while the work is in
progress, a Practical Investigation which fails in its initial objective should be rated equally with
one which happens to succeed, provided that they are performed equally well.

 Excessively long reports should be strongly discouraged.
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3.2.2 Research Report

This component is designed to assess the ability of a student to find information from a variety of
sources, to compare and analyse information obtained and to use this material to discuss an
issue and draw conclusions. Students may choose a topic from any area of Physics that
interests them.

The Research Report gives each student an opportunity to display, and be rewarded for, the
skills they have developed during the course. The emphasis here is on the testing of such skills
as:

• working independently;

• drawing together ideas from different aspects of physics;

• selecting and extracting information from a variety of sources;

• applying knowledge and understanding of basic ideas ;

• translating and interpreting information;

• placing physics ideas in a wider human or social context;

• communicating scientific ideas in continuous prose using good English;

• using published material as part of research.

 The information is expected to be obtained from the student's own research from a suitably
representative range and variety of sources. These sources might include books, journals,
pamphlets, surveys, interviews, libraries, data bases and web sites on the Internet.

 The outcome is a written report based on the individual work of a student on a topic of physics of
his or her own choosing. The topic must be approved in advance by the class teacher. The
teacher should ensure that the student chooses a topic which will enable them to demonstrate
their skills in drawing together a variety of physics ideas.

 It is expected that the report will be between 2000 and 4000 words long.

 The work is expected to be exploratory, with the aim of collecting and analysing information about
an issue or problem in which Physics is significant. It is hoped that students will take the
opportunity to deal with issues of a technological, social or economic, or historical nature. The
information used need not be original, but should be independently researched by the student. It
may come from published material and/or from surveys or observations made in the commercial
or industrial world. However, most weight will be given to the quality, treatment and presentation
of the information, rather than the technical processes by which the information may be gained.
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 Managing the Research Report task

 To begin, the student chooses a suitable topic for research and then spends some time
collecting relevant information from a suitably varied range of sources. Clearly it is impossible for
a student to consult all existing sources and so the immediate task ahead is to locate and
consult a range of relevant source material in order to obtain as representative a sample of the
information available as is possible. This initial phase of the research may be spread over
several weeks, and carried out in the students' own time. During this period, the teacher may
designate a single period of 'physics teaching' time each week to allow time for supervision of
the students’ progress and so that the internal assessor is familiar with each student's work at
all stages. Internal assessors are encouraged to monitor the student during the project and to
offer tactful advice at any stage during the work, so that the latter becomes fully aware of how to
maximise his/her performance. If help is asked for it should be given, as far as possible, in a way
which allows students to gain credit for using such advice in their own way.

 The next stage is to select an interesting aspect/issue/application/problem which has arisen
from the material surveyed and to research it more thoroughly. The student then summarises the
findings of the research in the form of a written report or article addressed to scientifically
knowledgeable readers. Students should be encouraged to use word-processing and other IT
packages. The time allocated for making sense of the information collected (analysis) and for
writing the scientific article (communication) is about 10 hours of ‘physics teaching’ and the
equivalent amount of ‘homework’ time. All information sources consulted must be accredited,
and published material used should be given full references.

3.3 Health and Safety

In UK law, health and safety is the responsibility of the employer. For most establishments
entering candidates for GCE AS and Advanced GCE this is likely to be the local education
authority or the governing body. Employees, i.e. teachers and lecturers, have a duty to co-operate
with their employer on health and safety matters.

Various regulations, but especially the COSHH Regulations 1996 and the Management of Health
and Safety at Work Regulations 1992, require that before any activity involving a hazardous
procedure or harmful micro-organisms is carried out, or hazardous chemicals are used or made,
the employer must provide a risk assessment. A useful summary of the requirements for risk
assessment in school or college science can be found in Chapter 4 of Safety in Science
Education (see below). For members, the CLEAPSS guide, Managing Risk Assessment in
Science offers detailed advice.

Most education employers have adopted a range of nationally available publications as the basis
for their Model Risk Assessments. Those commonly used include:

Safety in Science Education, DfEE, 1996, HMSO, ISBN 0 11 270915 X;

Safeguards in the School Laboratory, 10th edition, 1996, ASE ISBN 0 86357 250 2;

Hazcards, 1995, CLEAPSS School Science Service*;

Laboratory Handbook, 1988-97, CLEAPSS School Science Service*;

Topics in Safety, 2nd edition, 1988, ASE ISBN 0 86357 104 2;

Safety Reprints, 1996 edition, ASE ISBN 0 86357 246 4.
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Preparing COSHH risk assessments for project work in schools, SSERC, 1991

Hazardous chemicals: a manual for science education, SSERC 1997

* Note that CLEAPSS publications are only available to members or associates.

Where an employer has adopted these or other publications as the basis of their model risk
assessments, an individual school or college then has to review them, to see if there is a need to
modify or adapt them in some way to suit the particular conditions of the establishment. Such
adaptations might include a reduced scale of working, deciding that the fume cupboard provision
was inadequate or the skills of the candidates were insufficient to attempt particular activities
safely. The significant findings of such risk assessment should then be recorded, for example on
schemes of work, published teachers guides, work sheets, etc. There is no specific legal
requirement that detailed risk assessment forms should be completed, although a few
employers require this.

Where project work or individual investigations, sometimes linked to work-related activities, are
included in specifications this may well lead to the use of novel procedures, chemicals or micro-
organisms, which are not covered by the employer’s model risk assessments. The employer
should have given guidance on how to proceed in such cases. Often, for members, it will involve
contacting the CLEAPSS School Science Service (or, in Scotland, SSERC).

When candidates are planning their own practical activities, whether in project work or more
routine situations, the teacher or lecturer has a duty to check the plans before practical work
starts and to monitor the activity as it proceeds.
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4 Notes for Guidance on Coursework
Submission and Assessment

4.1 Assessment of coursework

The purpose of the assessment is to ascertain the value of the work carried out by the student
using the criteria for assessment. The criteria provide the framework within which fair-minded
and informed decisions can be made which result in ratings which fairly reflect the level of
performance, are internally consistent and comparable with those produced in other Centres.
The person responsible for teaching the students must carry out the assessment. Where several
teachers in a centre are involved, it is expected that arrangements will be made to ensure that
they are all interpreting the criteria in the same way and that their marking is internally
standardised.

These criteria provide a consistent framework of assessment for all the coursework in Advancing
Physics, both in AS and in A2.  Since they cover different tasks these formal criteria inevitably
concentrate on some important general areas of the student’s performance.

It is important to realise that the coursework can be fairly and effectively assessed at this general
level, without becoming immersed in detail. Through INSET, using the more specific guidance in
this Teacher Support: Coursework Guidance booklet, the exemplar material, and with experience
of moderation, teachers will become increasingly confident and consistent in their application of
the criteria.

The specific criteria and mark descriptors for each task are outlined in Section 5 of this booklet.

The students’ work is assessed using criteria which are grouped in four strands:

• Strand A: Initiative and independence: planning and use of resources

• Strand B: Use of knowledge, skill and understanding of physics

• Strand C: Quality of communication

• Strand D: Meeting the demands of the particular task

The same strands are used in each of the assessment tasks. However, on each occasion the
emphasis is different and the different demands of each task allow students to demonstrate
different strengths.

The teacher is asked to mark the ‘best fit’ descriptor for each of the aspects shown within a
strand. These judgements are then used to determine the mark out of five awarded for that
aspect of the work. If necessary, teachers are invited to write a few words about the evidence they
are taking into account, both from personal observation and from the written outcome. The record
of personal observation should be brief and factual, and will certainly be recollection rather than
verbatim reporting.

It is an important feature of the coursework that it is assumed that teacher and student will work
closely together throughout. This must be done in such a way that it is possible for the teacher to
work closely with a student and allow room for the student to perform at all levels.
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4.1.1 Marking Candidates’ Work

The marks awarded should be based on both the final written work and on the teacher’s
knowledge of the work carried out by the candidate.  The marking should take place as soon as
possible after receipt of the work in order to complete the task efficiently and fairly.  Written work
should be read and marked as any other written work, with annotations to inform decision
making and to inform the Moderator.  Presentations might be marked using a checklist based on
the criteria.  Significant errors or, for example, particularly good pieces of analysis should be
highlighted.

4.1.2 Quality of Written Communication

 Coursework must include an assessment of candidates’ quality of written communication.  At
Level 3, candidates are required to:

• select and use a form and style of writing that is appropriate to the purpose and complex
subject matter;

• organise relevant information clearly and coherently, using specialist vocabulary when
appropriate;

• ensure the text is legible and that spelling, grammar and punctuation are accurate, so  that
the meaning is clear.

The relevant mark descriptors have been written to include these requirements.

4.2 Moderation of Coursework

The purpose of moderation is to ensure that the standard for the award of marks in coursework
is the same for each Centre, and that each teacher has applied the standards appropriately
across the range of candidates within the Centre. For all coursework components there are two
stages in the moderation procedure: Internal Standardisation and External Moderation.

Internal Standardisation

The purpose of internal standardisation is to check that the work of all candidates from the
Centre has been assessed to a common standard, in keeping with the criteria. To produce a
single reliable set of marks for each coursework component, the Centre will conduct internal
standardisation of the coursework marks if more than one teacher is involved. It is the
responsibility of the Centre to ensure that internal standardisation is carried out effectively, and to
provide evidence of this process.
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Some possible schemes of internal standardisation, which have been effectively used by
teachers in Centres, are listed below:

• marked work is circulated between colleagues, re-read, and the ratings confirmed;

• work from different batches, which have been given the same ratings totals, are re-read and
checked for comparability;

• presentations are observed by two teachers, one of whom ‘overlaps’ to observe other
groups.

Once the process of internal standardisation has been completed it then remains for the marks
to be submitted to OCR by the specified date, as published by OCR for each examination
session.

Annotation of Coursework

The sample of work which is submitted to OCR for moderation must show how the marks have
been awarded in relation to the marking criteria.

The writing of comments on candidates’ work can provide a means of communication between
teachers during internal standardisation of coursework. The main purpose of writing comments
on candidates’ coursework is, however, to provide a means of communication between teacher
and Moderator.

Annotations should be made at appropriate points in the margins of the text. The annotations
should indicate both where achievement for a particular skill has been achieved and must also
indicate where errors in physics have been noticed.

External Moderation

Coursework marks are submitted to OCR by a specified date, after which postal moderation
takes place in accordance with OCR procedures.

4.3 Special Arrangements

For candidates who are unable to complete the full assessment or whose performance may be
adversely affected through no fault of their own, teachers should consult the Inter-Board
Regulations and Guidance Booklet for Special Arrangements and Special Consideration. In such
cases advice should be sought from OCR as early as possible during the course.
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5 Criteria for the Assessment of Coursework

 The marks awarded should be based on both the final written work or presentation and on the
teacher’s knowledge of the work carried out by the candidate. In assigning a mark, attention
should be paid to the extent of any guidance needed by, or given to, the candidate.

 A mark of zero should be awarded where there has been an attempt to address the skill but the
work does not meet the requirements of the lowest defined mark level.

 The teacher is asked to mark the level of achievement (1, 3 or 5) achieved on each aspect of a
criterion. The mark for that criterion is arrived at by considering the overall picture. Interpolation to
award a mark of 2 or 4 would be sensible where there is a discrepancy between aspects.

5.1 AS Coursework

5.1.1 Instrumentation Task

This task provides an opportunity for candidates to demonstrate their practical, experimental,
planning  and investigational skills. This task, together with the Data Handling task, gives the
opportunity within the AS course to assess the practical aspects of the assessment objective
AO3 Experiment and Investigation.

Students should be able to:

• show initiative and independence in carrying out experiments and investigations;

• use knowledge and understanding of physics to devise and plan experimental activities,
selecting appropriate experimental techniques;

• demonstrate safe and skilful practical techniques;

• make observations and measurements with appropriate precision and record these
methodically;

• communicate the results of experimental activities using knowledge and understanding of
Physics.

This assessment objective is addressed in the four strands of the assessment.
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Mark Descriptors

STRAND A: Initiative and Independence: Planning and use of Resources

During the task the teacher should work closely with the student. Discussions should be framed
to allow the student to show initiative, personal involvement and interest.

Independence: Is the task interesting and challenging? Did the student show initiative and work
and plan independently? Did the student carry the project through to completion? Did the student
make good use of advice asked for?

1 The student attempted a simple project. Significant help or direction was needed to get
started, and to continue. Part of the work is completed. Difficulties are recognised only if they
are pointed out.

3 The student chose a suitable, but not necessarily challenging, project, perhaps with some
guidance. With help and direction, most parts of the project are attempted, if not always
completed. Any plan is simple and straightforward, alternatives generally not being
considered or explored. Some difficulties are noted, and with help attempts are made to
deal with them.

5 Initiative and independence is shown in choosing a suitable and challenging project. The
work is largely done independently, making constructive use of any advice given. The project
is carried through to completion. The student formulated a plan, adapting it if necessary,
making appropriate decisions. Alternatives are considered and explored. Difficulties are
recognised and dealt with.

Resources : Did the student make good use of the resources available? Are the practical
methods, apparatus and techniques chosen with due regard for safety?

1 It was necessary to direct the student to relevant resources. Some resources are used, not
necessarily to great effect. Safety measures are somewhat basic.

3 Some resources are put to good use. Materials and devices used are mainly appropriate.
Some attempt is made to address safety matters.

5 Resources available to the student, are identified and used well and appropriately.
Equipment and methods are chosen with care and thought, and with due regard for safety.
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STRAND B: Use of Knowledge, Skill and Understanding of Physics

In completing the task the student will need to use the physics they have studied and their
understanding of that physics, as well as the skills they have acquired during the course to
develop a strategy for tackling the task. Throughout the task the student should have a critical and
cautious attitude to information and data, identifying discrepancies.

Devising a strategy Has the student put their knowledge and understanding of physics to good
use in devising a strategy? Did the student have a strategy, make decisions and consider
alternatives? Does the student use their knowledge and understanding of physics to anticipate
what might happen?

1 The work is largely empirical, ‘try it and see’. There was little advance preparation.

3 Knowledge and understanding of physics is used in thinking about parts of the work.
Straightforward effects are anticipated, perhaps only qualitatively.

5 Knowledge and understanding of physics is used in devising and/or testing a sensor or in
setting up a system to make a measurement. Thought is given to the physics of the
proposed system; for example rough calculations are made to anticipate what might
happen.

Practical skills and techniques Does the work show practical skill and ingenuity? Have effects
which might interfere with the results been considered and acted on?

1 Basic physical ideas are used to describe effects seen, if their relevance was pointed out.
Interfering effects may not be noticed. Some construction work is carried out and parts of the
system worked.

3 Some practical skill is shown, perhaps after help was given, so that the work was mainly
competent. Interfering effects are noted, but may not have been dealt with.

5 Practical knowledge and skill is put to good use. Any construction work is skillfully and deftly
done, showing knowledge of techniques and an understanding of the materials in use.
Effects which might interfere with results are considered, and steps are taken or suggested
to avoid them.
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STRAND C: Quality of Communication

The task ends with a written report. In doing this the student is encouraged to add value to the
work by showing critical and connected thought, moving beyond descriptive reporting.

Record of observations: Did the student carry out observations and measurements to an
appropriate precision? Were all the effects observed and recorded? Was a methodical record
kept using appropriately labelled tables?

1 There is a written report of the activities undertaken. Some observations or data obtained
are reported.

3 Most measurements and observations are recorded and presented in labelled tables.

5 Observations were made with appropriate precision and recorded methodically.

Report presentation: Does the report go beyond descriptive reporting? Does the report show
evidence of critical and connected thought? Are results meaningfully presented? Is the report well
presented? Are appropriate tables or graphs included? Does the report communicate the work
done effectively? Is the quality of English good?

1 Some data obtained are reported. There are some tables or graphs, but their meaning may
not be clear. The quality of English is adequate to express simple ideas clearly.

3 Some tables or graphs are used to communicate the meaning of results. There are
attempts to use illustrations to help communicate. The quality of English is adequate to
express some more complex ideas.

5 Measurements and observations are clearly documented.  The report is appropriately
illustrated.  Results are meaningfully presented in well-chosen and well-constructed tables
or graphs.  The quality of English is good.
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STRAND D: Observation and Measurement

The Instrumentation task particularly focuses on the student’s practical, experimental and
investigational skills. This final strand concentrates on the skills of observation and
measurement.

Systematic measurement : Has the student made observations and measurements carefully? Is
there a suitable range of measurements? Has the student checked results when necessary and
identified any anomalies?

1 A basic test was carried out. At least one measurement or observation is made.

3 A fair range of measurements and observations are made in a reasonably organised and
methodical, if not carefully planned fashion. Some limited cross-checking of measurements
and observations is made. Any anomalies may be noticed, but not pursued.

5 A good and appropriate range of relevant measurements and observations are attempted to
a systematic plan. Appropriate rough tests or trials are made. Measurements and
observations are checked or repeated when appropriate. Values are reported to an
appropriate precision. Any anomalies are noted, and checked or discussed.

Fitness for purpose : Have the measurements and observations been made purposefully and
with due attention to evaluating the instrumentation in use?

1 There is some reference to the properties of the sensor or instruments used.

3 Some aspect of the fitness for purpose of the system is considered or tested. The precision
of at least some values obtained is considered.

5 Relevant qualities for fitness for purpose of the system (e.g. resolution, response time,
systematic bias or drift, sensitivity, random variation) are considered and investigated.
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5.1.2 Research and Presentation

This task provides an opportunity to assess the candidates’ independent learning and
presentation of physics in a non-written format. The assessment addresses in particular aspects
of AO1 Knowledge with understanding and AO2 Application of knowledge with understanding,
synthesis and evaluation.

These assessment objectives are addressed in the four strands of the assessment.

STRAND A: Independence and Initiative: Planning and use of Resources

During the preparation of the presentation the teacher will work closely with the student.
Discussions should be framed to allow the student to show initiative, personal involvement and
interest. The task requires the use of resources, probably both ICT and paper-based.

Planning: Did the student show independence and initiative in finding and selecting from the
sources?

1 The research was guided with little planning. Substantial guidance or direction may have
been needed, not always acted upon.

3 A plan was made before research began. Advice and direction may have been needed, but
is acted upon.

5 An appropriate research plan was made and carried through. Thought is given to what
information is needed, to guide a search. Constructive use is made of any advice.

Use of resources: Did the student use a good range and variety of information sources? Was
good use made of available resources?

1 A definite choice of material was made, and information about it is collected and presented.
Only one main source may have been used. Little link between the source and the report.

3 Information about a material has been obtained from more than one source, and is been
presented in an organised way, with some selection of relevant aspects to highlight. There
is some indication of how the sources were used.

5 The choice of material to research is sensible and interesting. Initiative and independence
are shown in seeking information and following up sources. A variety of sources covering
different aspects of the material is used. Good judgement is shown in selecting and
organising the information found. A link is made between the sources and their contribution
to the final report.
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STRAND B: Use of Knowledge, Skill and Understanding of Physics

In completing the presentation the student will need to use the physics they have studied and
their understanding of that physics, as well as the skills they have acquired during the course to
develop a strategy for tackling the task. Throughout the coursework the student should have a
critical and cautious attitude to information and data, identifying discrepancies.

Thinking about the physics: Does the student use their knowledge and understanding of physics
to understand and interpret information found? Is there evidence of significant re-working of the
information found?

1 Some simple physics is mentioned, often cited directly from a source without explanation.

3 There is some attempt to understand and interpret information found. Physical principles
are used to explain some aspect of the behaviour of the material.

5 The work is guided by a drive to explain and understand. Knowledge of physics is used to
understand and interpret the behaviour of the material. Questions are raised and attempts
made to answer them.

Critical and cautious approach: Does the student evaluate the sources used, showing a critical or
cautious attitude?

1 Information is largely presented directly as found. Properties and behaviour of the material
are reported directly, without real explanation.

3 Some attempt has been made to re-work information found and to interpret or comment on
it from the student’s own point of view. Some aspects of information found are questioned
or commented upon.

5 Information found is treated with appropriate caution or critical thought. Any discrepancies
between sources are noted and discussed. Calculations or arguments are attempted
which test or go beyond the information found.
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STRAND C: Quality of Communication

The task culminates in a presentation of the research findings. In doing this the student is
encouraged to add value to the work by showing critical and connected thought, moving beyond
descriptive reporting.

Content: Does the presentation add to the value of the work? Is the presentation appropriate to its
audience?

1 A presentation was made, providing some information about the material. The presentation
provides little more than a collection of facts.

3 The presentation is competent and informative. Information is reasonably clear. There is a
focus for the report.

5 The presentation is appropriate to its audience, and interested and informed the audience.
Helpful analogies or comparisons are used. Information is sensibly and appropriately
selected.

Presentation of the report: Was the report well presented and illustrated with appropriate
examples? Was there a concern to communicate with the audience?

1 Only one communication technique is used. Little concern was taken to consider the effect
on the audience. The quality of English is adequate to express simple ideas clearly.

3 More than one communication technique is used effectively (e.g. illustrations in addition to
talk). The quality of English is adequate to express some more complex ideas.

5 The quality of the presentation (oral, web site, poster etc.) adds value to the work as a
whole. Information presented and explanations given are clear and accurate. Illustrations
are well-chosen and well-constructed. An appropriate range of communication techniques
is used. ICT and other resources are used well and appropriately. The quality of English is
good.
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STRAND D: Context and Evidence

The Research and Presentation task provides an opportunity in the course to consider how
physics relates to a broader context. The student should give wider value to the information found
by setting it in a context. The student should provide some documentary evidence of the research
that was carried out, together with any documents used for the presentation: in the case of a talk
it is expected that there may be some notes, handouts or overhead transparencies; web pages
or a computer based presentation might be printed out; a poster could be folded and form part of
the portfolio.

Context: Does the student add value to the ideas by placing them in a wider human or social
context?

1 Some aspect of a wider context is mentioned, but without detail, discussion or comment. It
adds little to the value of the presentation.

3 Information about the wider context is provided, but often taken directly from a source, and
limited to descriptive reporting without discussion or comment.

5 Value is added to the presentation by placing the ideas in an interesting wider context.
There is a synthesis of ideas, with discussion and comment showing the student’s own
thinking.

For example, does the task include any one of the following:

• There is a discussion of potential applications of the material, and of possible economic
benefits or disbenefits.

• The material is seen in an historical or social context which helps to account for its use or
invention, or which brings out social consequences the use of the material may have or
have had.

• There is an account of the persons involved in the discovery, invention or exploitation of the
material, and of their individual character or circumstances.

• There is a discussion of how the material came to be invented, discovered or exploited.

Evidence: Has the student provided good evidence of the research and of their presentation?

1 There is some documentation to show the research that was carried out.  A folder
documenting some of the research and planning for the presentation is provided.

3  A list has been made of the sources used and there is evidence of how they link to the final
report. A folder containing the essential parts of the planning and research for the
presentation is provided.

5 There is a clear record of the research carried out, sources are listed and linked to their
contribution to the final report.  A comprehensive folder reflecting the planning and research
for the presentation is provided.
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5.1.3 Making Sense of Data

Assessing the Making Sense of Data Task

This task provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate their practical, experimental and
investigational skills. This task particularly assesses the final two objectives in AO3 Experiment
and investigation:

Students should be able to:

• interpret, explain, evaluate and communicate the results of experimental activities using
knowledge and understanding of Physics.

• communicate the results of experimental activities clearly and logically in appropriate forms
e.g. prose, tables and graphs, using appropriate specialist vocabulary.

These assessment objectives are addressed in the four strands of the assessment.

STRAND A: Initiative and Independence: Planning and use of Resources

During the task the teacher should work closely with the student. Discussions should be framed
to allow the student to show initiative, personal involvement and interest. The task may require
the use of ICT resources if available.

Planning: Did the student show initiative and independence in the analysis and report writing?
Does the student determine what calculations and plots are needed and analyse the data in a
methodical manner?

1 Considerable advice and direction may have been needed. Help is needed in making
calculations and in constructing plots. Some analysis is done, and a report is submitted.

3 Some questions and conclusions are independently formulated, perhaps needing
modification after discussion. Parts of the analysis and report writing are done
independently, often following advice or direction, which is understood and acted upon.
Help is needed for the student to identify and describe the essentials of the experiment.
Calculations and plots are made independently, but only following advice or direction.

5 The analysis and report writing is carried out independently, showing initiative. The student
could identify and describe the essentials of the experiment without help. The student
independently decides what questions to ask and what conclusions to draw. Appropriate
decisions are made about how to proceed. The student chooses independently what to
calculate and plot. Alternatives are considered and explored. Constructive use is made of
any advice. Critical thought is given to anomalies or discrepancies in the data.

Use of resources: Was good use made of available resources? Were ICT and calculators used
well?

1 Simple resources are used. ICT may be used but with little thought.

3 Some of the available resources are used effectively.

5 Available ICT and other resources such as calculators are used well.
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STRAND B: Use of Knowledge, Skill and Understanding of Physics

In completing the task the student will need to use the physics they have studied and their
understanding of that physics to understand the experiment, to look for the important
relationships in the data, and to account for difficulties or discrepancies.

Devising a strategy: Did the student’s knowledge and understanding of the physics inform the
way they approached the problem? Did they begin by making rough graphs and calculations?

1 The approach was largely mechanical, with little planning ahead.

3 Straightforward relationships were anticipated, although there was some attempt to link the
data to the physics.

5 Knowledge of physics and initial graphs and calculations informed the progress of the
work.

Experiment: Was knowledge and understanding of physics used to understand the experiment?
Was this knowledge used to interpret the results?

1 The experiment and its purpose is described without basic errors in physics. The link
between the physics of the experiment and the results of the data analysis was weak.

3 The experiment is correctly described, and some aspects of the physics underlying it are
clear. Some aspect of the experiment is discussed in explaining the results.

5 The report demonstrates an understanding of the experiment. The essential physics behind
it is clearly and concisely discussed. The experiment is clearly but briefly described,
drawing attention to aspects likely to be important in understanding the results.
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STRAND C: Quality of Communication

The data handling task ends with a written report and collection of evidence. In producing this the
student is encouraged to add value to the work by showing critical and connected thought,
moving beyond descriptive reporting.

The content of the report: Was the report interesting, concise and clear? Does it show evidence of
a concern to make sense of the data?

1 A report is provided, containing basic material: description of experiment, recorded data,
and some conclusion. The description of the experiment is basic. The data tables may lack
significant details.

3 The report has some attempt at all the main important features: account of the experiment
and the physics behind it; records of data; some processing of data; some display of
relationships in graphs or tables; some conclusions supported by the data.

5 The quality of the report adds value to the work as a whole. The work is guided by a concern
to make sense of data from the experiment. The outcome of the analysis is clear. Graphs or
tables are well-constructed so as to display their message effectively, for example through
good choices of scale. Captions to graphs or tables communicate the meaning to be drawn
from them.

The presentation of the report: Is good use made of language, layout and graphics? Has the
student taken trouble to communicate results clearly and with impact? Is the quality of the
English good?

1 The work may be untidy or disorganised, lacking clarity of expression with arguments
muddled.  Little thought has been given to the impact of the report.  Graphs are constructed
without thought for their appearance.  The quality of English is adequate to express simple
ideas clearly.

3 Work is generally neat and orderly, and the language is intelligible.  Some available ICT or
other resources have been used.  Graphs are basic, but neat and without distracting
elements.  The quality of English is adequate to express some more complex ideas.

5 The report is concise, interesting to read, and presents results with impact and clarity.
Available ICT and other resources for report writing and graphics have been used
thoughtfully.  The quality of language, layout and artwork is good. The quality of English is
good.
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STRAND D: Analysis: Mathematical Skill and Care

The data handling task provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate appropriate and
skilful use of mathematics and of forms of representation of data (e.g. graphs and tables) to
support the analysis and extract meaning from the results.

Graphs and tables: Were appropriate forms of representation of data (e.g. graphs and tables)
used to support the analysis and extract meaning from the results? Are units correctly used?
Was appropriate mathematics used with skill and accuracy? Does the student consider and try to
estimate the size of errors in the data?

1 Some graphs or tables relevant to the experiment are provided. Some labelling of graphs
and tables is done, with some units. Quantities considered are usually direct from
measurement. Little acknowledgement is made of errors.

3 Attempts are made to choose the most appropriate plots or quantities to tabulate. Lines or
curves are fitted when appropriate. Most quantities are given with units. Some correct
calculations of relevant derived quantities are made. Some mention is made of possible
errors.

5 Graphical plots are well-chosen, e.g. plotting powers or logarithms of quantities when
appropriate. Any line or curve fitting has a valid basis in the physics. Inferences are made
from plots, e.g. using the slope, intercept or area under a plot. Quantities are given correct
units. Unit conversions are well-chosen and correctly made. Graphs and tables are correctly
labelled. Appropriate mathematical relationships are used, and appropriately and correctly
manipulated. Orders of magnitude of quantities are considered and used to check results.
Magnitudes of possible errors are estimated and represented on plots.

Analysis: Did the student look for the important relationships in the data? Were difficulties or
discrepancies accounted for?

1 Data are presented mainly in raw form. Some conclusion relevant to the data is drawn.

3 Tables and graphs show significant relationships, and are given some interpretation. Any
anomalies or discrepancies are noted. Conclusions consistent with the data and with basic
physical ideas are drawn.

5 Knowledge and understanding is brought to bear on accounting for anomalies or
discrepancies. Graphs and tables are interpreted in terms of the relevant physics.
Knowledge and understanding is used to develop a model or make predictions. The
analysis reveals correctly the underlying mechanisms at work. Relationships proposed are
consistent with the evidence and with basic physical ideas.
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5.2 A2 Coursework

5.2.1 Practical Investigation

 The Practical Investigation provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate their experimental
and investigational skills. The assessment addresses all aspects of AO3 Experiment and
investigation:

 Practical investigations are assessed under each of four headings:

STRAND A: Initiative and Independence: Planning and use of Resources

 During the planning and execution of the Practical Investigation the teacher will work closely with
the student. Discussions should be framed to allow the student to show initiative, personal
involvement and interest. The student should have the opportunity to devise a problem which they
are capable of dealing with, within their own physics skills, knowledge and understanding. The
investigation requires a sensible choice of, and the safe use of, apparatus.

 

 Initiative and independence: Does the student analyse the problem? Has the problem been
reformulated in a way that can be investigated? Have relevant variables been identified and
considered? Have appropriate variables been selected for investigation? Is there a suitable
plan?

 1 The problem has been defined in simple terms. Help and advice given were usually acted
upon. There is some evidence of planning.

 3 The definition of the problem is sound but lacks some detail. The student's own ideas are
sound, and advice given was acted upon. A reasonable plan was made.

 5 There is clear analysis of the problem. Appropriate variables are selected for investigation.
A thoughtful plan was constructed. Personal responsibility was taken for plans and
decisions. Advice and sources were well used. The student's own ideas played a
significant role. The work shows evidence of coherent development.

 

 Resources and safety: Are experimental methods, apparatus and techniques chosen with due
regard to precision, and safety? Do experiments develop and relate to one another?

 1 Procedures and apparatus chosen are generally sound, but lack finesse. Safety measures
are somewhat basic. There is little evidence of care for reliability of results.

 3 The selection of apparatus and procedures is adequate. Some attempt is made to address
safety matters and the need to generate reliable results. The experimental work bears upon
the problem.

 5 Experiments are designed or chosen with a view to what they will suggest or test. Apparatus
and methods are chosen with some care and thought, and with due regard to precision and
safety.
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STRAND B: Use of Knowledge, Skill and Understanding of Physics

 In carrying out the Practical Investigation the student will need to use the physics they have
studied and their understanding of that physics, as well as the skills they have acquired during
the course to develop a strategy for tackling the task. Throughout the task the student should
have a critical and cautious attitude to information and data, identifying discrepancies. (Collection
of data may include detailed recording of non-numerical observations.)

 

 Appropriate activities: Are the range, and variety, of experiments performed appropriate in the
context of the investigation? Does knowledge of physics inform decisions about the progress of
the investigation? Is the physics at an Advanced GCE standard?

 1 The experimental work relates to the task, but is limited in certain important respects. The
methods used are largely empirical.

 3 A related set of experiments is used, or several aspects of one long experiment are
investigated. Some of the potential of the work has been developed. There is some
evidence of experimental design. Useful methods have been improvised and used with
reasonable skill. Ideas formulated show use of knowledge of physics.

 5 There is a good range of experiments, showing progression and development. The
potential of the experimental work has been fulfilled. Knowledge of physics is used to
inform decisions and guide analysis.

 

 Practical skills and techniques: Is there effective improvisation of methods or equipment? Are
experiments well, carefully and thoughtfully done? Is due account taken of effects which may
affect the results?

 1 The experimental methods used are basic and straightforward. Little knowledge of physics
is brought to bear. Effects which might affect results are not considered.

 3 There is some evidence of experimental design. Useful methods have been improvised
and used with reasonable skill. Some account has been taken of effects.

 5 There is evidence of experimental design. Practical knowledge and skills have informed the
design of the experiments. Effects which might affect the results are seen and dealt with.
Techniques are improved or changed, as necessary, to improve accuracy and reliability.
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STRAND C: Communication

 The Practical Investigation culminates in the written report. In writing this the student is
encouraged to add value to the work by showing critical and connected thought, moving beyond
descriptive reporting.

 

 Record of observations: Is the collection and recording of data well organised? Are the number
and range of results sufficient? Are results recorded to an appropriate and consistent degree of
accuracy? Are ways sought of making the results more reliable and accurate?

 1 Observations and measurements made are those expected for the task, but may be lacking
in detail, range or precision. Some attempt may have been made to reduce uncertainties in
results, but the purpose may not be clear.

 3 The collection and recording of data are satisfactorily achieved. Observations and
measurements are recorded clearly. The number and range of results are satisfactory.
Some steps are taken to minimise uncertainties and, where appropriate, to deal with
anomalies in results. The reasoning is reasonably clear.

 5 The collection and recording of data are well organised. Observations and measurements
are recorded to an appropriate degree of precision. The number and range of results are
appropriate. The limitations on accuracy, imposed by different apparatus, are appreciated.
Steps are taken to minimise uncertainties.

 

 Quality of report: Is the report clear, well structured and well argued? Does the report
communicate the work done effectively? Are data (tables, graphs, charts) well presented? Is the
English of a good standard?

 1 The report is essentially a summary of the work done. Tables and graphs are presented,
perhaps without much comment. The quality of English is adequate to express simple
ideas clearly.

 3 There is some analysis of results, perhaps plotting an appropriate graph to test a
relationship, or fitting data to formal relationships (e.g. finding a power law). The quality of
English is adequate to express some more complex ideas.

 5 The work is guided by a concern to explain, interpret or understand results. Tables and
graphs are well presented. Graphs are chosen for the information they convey. The quality
of English is good.
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STRAND D: Evaluating Evidence and Drawing Conclusions

 This strand assesses the student’s ability to take a critical look at the work done.

 

 Evaluation: Is an attempt made to make sense of the results? Are meaningful relations between
results or observations sought? Is any theoretical explanation developed or considered? Are the
conclusions valid and clearly linked to the supporting evidence? Is there good understanding of
the underlying physics?

 1 There is some attempt to identify trends and patterns in the data, but the analysis lacks
depth. Results are presented directly, and not always in the most appropriate form.
Expected relationships are assumed to be present though they may be unsupported by the
evidence. Discrepancies are largely ignored. There is little awareness of the limitations of
the methods used.

 3 General trends and patterns in the data are established using appropriate graphical
techniques, but more complex patterns or trends may not be identified. Relationships
proposed are consistent with the evidence, and supported by underlying principles. Some
discrepancies or anomalies are commented upon. The main limitations of the experimental
procedure are appreciated.

 5 The results are well analysed, either graphically or by mathematical tests, to reveal the
underlying relationships. Discrepancies or anomalies are dealt with. Error bars may have
been used effectively on graphs to reflect the uncertainties in the data. Qualitative results
are interpreted with care and insight. The limitations of the experiment are fully appreciated.

 

 Conclusions: Does the report show evidence of critical, connected thought? Are results
interpreted with care and insight? Are conclusions drawn with due regard to the limitations of the
methods and the uncertainties in the results?

 1 The work is mainly empirical in nature. The progress of the task was not affected by the
effects observed. Conclusions, which may be qualitative, are limited and focus on the more
obvious results.

 3 The work shows progression and development. Results are given some physical
interpretation, even if this reveals minor misunderstandings. There are few errors in basic
physics. Conclusions, though supported by the evidence, may not be qualified as
necessary.

 5 The report shows evidence of critical, connected thought. Relationships proposed are
consistent with the evidence. Knowledge and understanding of physics are used to account
for relationships. The uncertainties inherent in the data are reflected appropriately by the
tentative nature of the conclusions. Basic errors in physics are avoided. The work is
interesting, achieving results new to the student.
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5.2.2 Research Report

 This task provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate their research, analysis and
communication skills. At this level, in A2, students are expected to be able to draw together ideas
from different parts of physics, to synthesise their ideas and place the physics in a wider context.
The assessment addresses some aspects of AO1 Knowledge with understanding and AO2
Application of knowledge with understanding, synthesis and evaluation. But in particular this task
gives an opportunity within the A2 course to assess the objectives of AO4 Synthesis of
knowledge, understanding and skills:

 Students should be able to:

• bring together principles and concepts from different areas of physics and apply them in a
particular context, expressing ideas clearly and logically and using specialist vocabulary
where appropriate;

• use the skills of physics in contexts which bring together different areas of the subject.

Research Reports are assessed under each of four headings:
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STRAND A: Initiative and Independence: Planning and use of Resources

During the preparation of the presentation the teacher will work closely with the student.
Discussions should be framed to allow the student to show initiative, personal involvement and
interest. The task requires the use of resources, probably both ICT and paper-based.

Initiative and independence: Is it a sensible topic? Does it have sufficient scope for relevant
physics? Are there opportunities to show how a variety of ideas in physics used? Has the student
contributed his/her own ideas? Has the student worked independently, taking responsibility for
decisions?

1 A definite topic has been chosen, and appropriate choice made of what to study. Simple
physical ideas are used. Guidance was needed at all stages; there is little evidence of
personal involvement or commitment to the task.

3 The topic has interest and potential, and some of this is developed, incorporating a variety
of relevant physics. The work has some plan and development and some improvisation of
ideas. Some independent decisions have been made; help given or sources suggested to
be used have been considered and acted on appropriately.

5 The Research Report as a whole is a sustained, interesting, worthwhile study of relevant
physics, achieving results, some of which are new to the student. A variety of physics ideas
are incorporated in the report. Personal responsibility has been taken for decisions.

Resources: Has the student explored physics relevant to the topic chosen? Has the student used
a good variety of information sources, or, alternatively, a few sources well? Has the student
acknowledged the sources and identified which source provided which information in the report?

1 At least one source of information is used. The information gained is relevant to the issue.

3 Several sources are used. Some reference is given to the sources (e.g. publication
information, web-site location, dates and places of interviews with named people).

5 There is evidence of wide reading. Sound judgement is displayed in choosing between the
variety of sources available. Sources are acknowledged and the way in which each source
relates to the report is made clear.
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STRAND B: Use of Knowledge, Skills and Understanding Physics

In completing the Research Report the student will need to use the physics they have studied
and their understanding of that physics, as well as the skills they have acquired during the
course to develop a strategy for tackling the task. Throughout the coursework the student should
have a critical and cautious attitude to information and data, identifying discrepancies.

Use of physics: Does the student use their knowledge and understanding of physics to interpret
the information? Does the student draw on a variety of concepts in physics?

1 There is some variety of ideas in physics, but at a simple level.

3 Relevant theories, models or arguments are presented but without much comment, and
may be quoted verbatim without evidence of much understanding. There is recognition that
a variety of physics ideas are involved.

5 Theories and arguments are logically introduced or developed. The student shows a
significant understanding of a range of physics ideas.

Analysis and interpretation: Does the work go beyond descriptive reporting? Has any attempt
been made to make sense of the results or information obtained?

1 The report is entirely descriptive with no attempt at analysis. There is recognition of some of
the various ideas but connections are not made.

3 Data and observations are presented directly. There is some attempt to explain them using
a variety of physics ideas.

5 There is good and clear analysis of any data, observations or arguments, and the
conclusions drawn are clearly stated and linked to the supporting evidence. The links
between the different aspects of physic are drawn out.
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STRAND C: Quality of Communication

The task is to produce a written report. In doing this the student is encouraged to add value to the
work by showing critical and connected thought, moving beyond descriptive reporting.

Content of the report: Is the report interesting, concise, clear and well argued? Does it effectively
communicate the work done? Are data and arguments well presented? Does the report have a
clear structure, so that it is easy to refer to?

1 The report is a straightforward factual account of the work done. The logic or development is
hard to follow, with the structure perhaps dictated by the sequence in which evidence was
gathered.

3 The report is interesting to read. There is some continuity in the development of ideas, and
the relationships between different aspects of the topic are clear.

5 The report is clear, logical and interesting. There is a particularly good organisation of
difficult ideas or complex data, and arguments are made easy to follow.

Presentation : Does the report provide evidence of thought and planning with regard to its
presentation? Are charts, tables, graphs and diagrams clear, well constructed and appropriately
positioned? Is the English of a good standard?

1 Graphs and other illustrations may be unclear or inadequate, lacking or irrelevant and are
not integrated into the text, either physically or by sensible indexing. The quality of English is
adequate to express simple ideas clearly.

3 There is evidence of structure and organisation which makes it easier to follow. Illustrations
are relevant, generally clear, and contribute to the communication of ideas. The quality of
English is adequate to express some more complex ideas.

5 The report is well structured, makes an impact (for example particularly good and relevant
illustrations) and summarises the main argument or ideas clearly at the beginning or end.
It is not excessively long or verbose. The quality of English is good.
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STRAND D: Evaluation and Connections

The Research Report provides an opportunity for students to consider where information is found
and how reliable it is. They should consider physics in the wider human context , for instance it
may be the historical setting in which a particular piece of physics was done; the impact a
discovery in physics had on society, technology or the environment.

Evaluation of sources: Are the sources relevant and, if necessary, up to date? Does the student
evaluate the sources in terms of their suitability or reliability?

1 The student accepts the information collected, with little attempt to check reliability.

3 Some attempt is made to evaluate the accuracy and reliability of the sources, even if at a
superficial level. The student makes use of more than one relevant source of information.
Sources are used which complement each other.

5 There is good evaluation of the reliability, accuracy or suitability of the sources. The student
may comment on any difference in views or ideas from the sources. A good range and
variety of relevant sources are used, with full documentation. It is made clear which sources
provide which information.

Connections: Does the student place the physics ideas in a wider human or social context?
Does the student make connections between different aspects of the physics?

1 Some aspect of the wider context for the physics is mentioned, but without detail or
discussion.

3 Information about the wider context is mentioned, but is limited to descriptive reporting
without discussion or comment. There is some attempt to identify the various aspects of
physics.

5 There is interesting material from the wider context, which is related thoughtfully to the other
concerns of the report and deepens or illuminates the account. The way in which the
various aspects of physics work together are discussed.
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6 Frequently asked questions (FAQs)

1. Is there any size or word limit on coursework submissions?

No, but there is absolutely nothing to be gained by submitting particularly large volumes of

work for assessment. The time guidance given for each task includes the time for writing up

the report. Students should be discouraged from spending longer and should be warned

that excessively long reports may reflect a lack of clarity. Moderators will be looking at the

quality of the work rather than the quantity and for clear evidence that candidates have

achieved the criteria listed under each skill.

2. Do Centres need to show evidence of marking on candidates’ work?

Yes; the more comments are clearly written on submitted work, the easier it is for

Moderators to judge whether candidates have been fairly assessed. Additional comments

may also be helpful in justifying the marks awarded.

3. How do I grade candidates’ work which does not fit exactly into one level within a strand?

You should use the marking matrix to obtain a ‘best fit’ mark out of 5 for each strand,

interpolating as necessary.

4. Some candidates find coursework very difficult. What advice can you offer which will

increase candidates’ prospects of achieving good marks?

It is clearly important that candidates are taught the skills and given opportunities to

practise, before being assessed. Candidates may find it helpful if staff go through a worked

exemplar, showing how they themselves would tackle a particular topic, provided that

candidates are not allowed to produce work on the same topic for submission. Candidates

should be made aware of the descriptors used to assess their work, so that they can ensure

that all aspects of the descriptors are addressed.

5. I am having trouble deciding whether the tasks offered properly address the demands of

the skills listed in the specifications. What advice is available?

A proposed task may be submitted to OCR and a response on its suitability will be

provided. INSET courses are provided each year; details are sent to Centres, and a contact

address for the Training and Customer Support section is also given in Section 10.

6. Does every candidate have to carry out different tasks for the Instrumentation Task and the

Making Sense of Data task?

Not necessarily, but they do need to work independently to score highly and it is the

Centre’s responsibility to ensure that each candidate’s work is their own.
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7. Can candidates use the Internet during their Research and Presentation and Research

Report?

Yes; there is some excellent material available and the highest mark descriptors require

candidates to draw together material from several sources. All URLs should be listed (with

any other sources) in a bibliography

8. Will candidates improve their chances of achieving high marks by making extensive use of

Information and Communication Technology in their reports?

Computer-generated material is not in itself worth any more marks than hand-written work.

However, if the use of I.C.T. enables the mark descriptors for any of the skills to be more

effectively addressed, then candidates could gain extra credit. It should be noted that many

graph-plotting packages, if not used expertly, may not produce the most appropriate graphs.

9. Does all coursework have to be carried out under the direct supervision of the teacher?

No; in order to meet the requirements of the Research tasks candidates will need to carry

out research which may require the use of library facilities, the Internet etc... Also, it may not

be possible to devote sufficient time in the laboratory/classroom to allow candidates to write

up their work. However, sufficient work must be completed under direct supervision to allow

the teacher to authenticate the marks awarded, and this is left to the discretion of the Centre.

10. How much help can I give students with their coursework?

This is a difficult question to answer. Candidates should be given the opportunity to

demonstrate their ability to work independently, but if they are in difficulty they will need

sufficient guidance to enable them to produce something worthwhile. The first mark

descriptor relates to the initiative and independence of the student and provides an

opportunity to reward students appropriately.

In some circumstances it may be necessary to give direct help to students, for example to

ensure that they are working safely or to get them through a difficulty. Such help should be

taken into account in the award of marks and details must be provided to the Moderator.

When students choose their own coursework tasks, guidance should be given by the

teacher to ensure that that the tasks are of appropriate demand and likely to generate

results capable of analysis. In a whole investigation it is suggested that the draft plans are

submitted to the teacher for an initial assessment to be made of the suitability of the

strategy. Such assistance is acceptable without penalty provided that candidates are not

given direct guidance about what to do.
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11. Can I take in the work of my students, mark it, and then give it back to them for any errors to

be corrected before taking it in again for a final mark to be awarded?

No; once the work has been handed in for marking, the marks awarded should stand.

Assistance can be given to students while they are carrying out their work provided that it is

limited to the identification of aspects of the assessment descriptors that have not been

addressed. However, it is suggested that work for Skill P should be collected in for an

assessment of its suitability to be made before any practical work has been carried out,

though Skill P should not be marked until the whole assessment has been completed.

12. Can work completed in the AS year be submitted for assessment for A2?

Yes; though the work submitted for A2 must be at an appropriate standard for A level

Physics. This means that candidates will need to draw on the knowledge and understanding

at an appropriate level in order to plan, carry out and analyse the physics of the

Investigation or Research Report. Teachers should be aware of the need to encourage

students to choose a task of appropriate demand for A2.

13. If Units 2863 or 2864 are re-taken, can the coursework marks be carried forward?

Yes; an entry for one of these units is for the written paper and the coursework. Entry options

for these units are provided for coursework marks to be carried forward, but it should be

noted that marks for the written paper may not be carried forward.
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7 Suggested Tasks

7.1 Instrumentation Task

There is a choice of task: Build and test your own sensor, Test and evaluate a sensor; or Use a
sensor to make a measurement.

Build and test your own sensor

For example sensors to monitor:

• liquid level based on flotation and a rotary potentiometer

• the angular position of a door or window, as it opens and closes

• x and y positions of a plotting device using two linear variable resistors

• proximity of an object, using a photodiode to detect light from an LED reflected from the
object

• small displacements using moiré fringes and light detector

• temperature using a thermocouple

• temperature using change of resistance of a metal, or of a thermistor

• infrared radiation using a photodiode

• sound level using a microphone

• force using a spring and a linear variable resistor

• rotational frequency of a motor (for example using light detector and a slotted disc)

• airflow from a fan with a hot wire anemometer

• airflow from a fan using a hinged flap and angular variable resistor

• liquid flow by cooling effect on a self heated resistor

• acceleration using a spring, inertial mass and linear variable resistor
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Test and evaluate a sensor

Typical kinds of sensor available are:

• airflow sensors

• optical switches

• vibration sensors

• pressure sensors (low pressure, high pressure)

• proximity sensors (capacitative, optical, ultrasonic)

• speed and position sensors

• strain sensors

• temperature sensors

• light dependent resistor

• photodiode

• thermistor

Use a sensor to make a measurement

Examples of quantities to measure include:

• pressure (e.g. water pressure in a tank, gas pressure in a pump)

• temperature (e.g. surface temperature of radiators)

• strain (e.g. bending of a beam)

• force (e.g. forces exerted during a collision)

• radioactive decay rate (e.g. background radiation, strength of a source)

• frequency (e.g. of a whistle, of vibrations due to traffic)

• optical reflectance or transmittance of a surface, or optical absorption by a filter

• absorption of ultraviolet (e.g. efficiency of sun-block cream)

• time interval (e.g. time occupied by a collision)
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7.2 Research and Presentation

Possible titles:

Biomimetics

Hip replacements

Contact lenses

Metal alloys:

Cakes, confectionery and chocolate

Environmentally friendly plastics

Disaster! Titanic and Challenger

Paper versus plastic

Light-bulb filaments

Toughened glass

Composite materials in skis

Titanium for bike frames

Bullet-proof glass

7.3 Making Sense of Data

Experimental data is required from some work which is in the context of the AS course. For
example:

Data for a trolley down a runway – e.g. height of ramp and speed at end of runway

Force and resulting extension on a copper wire

Distance and time data for a trolley pulled by a falling load

Variation in resistance of different batches of resistors

Power output of a radio resistor at different currents and pds

Variation of intensity of light from a source

Variation of intensity of light from extended sources as parts are covered

Amount of light reflected from a surface; variations with angle

emf of a thermocouple with temperature

Change in resistance of a strain gauge with strain (and temperature)

Variability of tear strength of strips of paper, dependence on width or thickness

Deflection against load for a flexible strip

Variation of conductance of thermistor with temperature

Variability of conductance of batch of thermistors

Brightness of an image from a lens varying with aperture
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7.4 Investigation

Energy from waves

Electromagnetic flowmeters

Sedimentation

The flight of shuttlecocks

Electromagnetic braking

Stability of slopes

Vortices in fluids

Heat exchangers

Why do flags flap?

The physics of squash balls

Stability of high-sided vehicles in cross-winds

The acoustic properties of double-glazing

Crash barriers

Ski jumps

River meanders - a question of chance?

Corona discharge

Piezoelectric effect

Behaviour of water drops on hot plates
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7.5 Research and Report

Digital electronics and the electrocardiograph monitor

Modern control technology in farm machinery

Speech synthesis and recognition

Guitar electronics

Human fitness monitoring

Methods of traffic control

Automatic flight control or fly-by-wire

Artificial intelligence and neural networks

Robotics

The CT scanner

Electronic weather recording

Satellite communications

Autofocus systems in cameras

The Sun, the largest fusion reactor in the Solar System - but for how long?

What decides the surface temperature of planets?

Combined heat and power

Power from waste
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8 Exemplars

One piece of work for each of the five coursework tasks is illustrated in this section.

8.1 Instrumentation Task: Airflow from a fan with a hot-wire anemometer
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8.2 Materials: Research and Presentation: Website
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8.3 Making Sense of Data: Ball Velocity
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8.4 Practical Investigation: Temperature and capillary rise
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9 Coursework forms

OCR is producing a Coursework Administration Pack for each specification containing
coursework. This pack will contain copies of all relevant forms and instructions for completion.
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10 Contacts

Subject Officer for A Level Physics (specification-specific queries only)

OCR
1 Hills Road
Cambridge
CB1 2EU

Training and Customer Support (INSET enquiries)

OCR
Mill Wharf
Mill Street
Birmingham
B6 4BU

Tel: 0121 628 2950
Fax: 0121 628 2940
Email: tcs@ocr.org.uk

OCR Information Bureau (General Assessment)

Tel: 01223 553998
Email: helpdesk@ocr.org.uk
Website: www.ocr.org.uk

Advancing Physics Project Support

The Advancing Physics project will provide support for teachers through:

• INSET for teachers who plan to take up the course – covering new teaching material as well
as new teaching approaches.

• A network of user groups so that teachers of the course can meet with colleagues using the
materials in other schools and colleges.

• The Advancing Physics newsletter – helping teachers keep in touch with the publishers; the
examination board, OCR; and the Project team at the Institute of Physics.

• The Advancing Physics website – providing an opportunity for teachers to keep up to date
with new contexts for the physics in the course; to share ideas and to link to the wider
physics community. http://post16.iop.org/advphys/

The Advancing Physics Project can be contacted at : Project Administrator, Advancing Physics,
Institute of Physics, 76 Portland Place, London W1N 3DH, or by email 16-19project@iop.org
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11 Support Materials for the Course

Advancing Physics  – Published Resources

The course is supported by a full range of resources, both in print and in electronic form,
published by Institute of Physics Publishing and endorsed by OCR.

Advancing Physics Student’s book  (one each for AS and A2) 256 pages in full colour provides
good physics reading for students as well as a grounding in the essential physics of the course.

Advancing Physics Student’s CD-ROM (one each for AS and A2) containing the Course Guide,
Resource Finder and Physics A-Z. Each CD-ROM includes a study guide to support the student
throughout the course. Whilst much of the Study Guide can be printed off as hard copy, the
interactive nature of the medium enhances its use as a learning tool. The CD-ROM includes
modelling software to enable students and teachers to try out physics models developed for the
course as well as building their own models. The Study Guide provides many opportunities for
self-study.

Advancing Physics Teacher’s Handbook (one each for AS and A2) which guides the teacher
through the course; helps with organising the teaching and learning; and gives guidance on the
management of coursework.

Advancing Physics Teacher’s CD-ROM (one each for AS and A2) which holds all the Student
CD-ROM and the text of the Teacher’s Handbook. It also provides more detailed support for
teaching the course, including background physics; materials for classroom activities – including
photocopiable material for OHTs, worksheets, and tests; and listings of apparatus requirements.
All the materials can be printed and customised to suit the particular circumstances of the school
or college. Other resources for the teacher will include a bank of questions, with answers; data
for use with software programs, tools and simulations.

All AS support materials are now available.

All A2 support materials will be published in Summer 2001.

For further information about published resources contact:

Institute of Physics Publishing, Dirac House, Temple Back, Bristol  BS1 6BE   UK

Tel: +44 (0)117 930 1148 (Direct) Fax: +44 (0)117 929 4318

E-mail: penelope.barber@ioppublishing.co.uk


