
COMBAT ACTIVITIES

Fencing Unit 2564 (AS)

Governing Body: British Fencing Association (BFA)
1 Barons Gate, 33-35 Rothschild Road, London W4

ASSESSMENT
The candidate is assessed in the selection and application of acquired and developed skills in
conditioned competitive situations which focus on:

•  Attacking
•  Defending

Assessment is based on performance in a conditioned competitive situation where the candidate
performs the acquired and developed skills under pressure in a strategic situation. The level of
success of the acquired and developed skill is measured through the movement phases identified
below:

•  Preparation
•  Execution
•  Recovery
•  Result
•  Overall efficiency

These assessment phases are used in conjunction with the following assessment criteria for the
conditioned competitive situations. The candidate is assessed out of a maximum of 30 marks.

The following are suggestions/exemplars of conditioned competitive situations and are not seen as
being prescriptive. Centres may devise their own conditioned competitive situations in accordance
with the guidelines given in Section 2.5.

Contests are limited in terms of:

Techniques permitted
Piste area
Time allowed

The limitations imposed should enable candidates to focus on their:

(a) Attacking techniques
(b) Defensive techniques

In conjunction with the associated tactics and principles.

Competitive Drill 1
Attacker can only use beat attack, disengage and lunge. The defender can only parry to defend.

Competitive Drill 2
As above, but the attacker can also use parry sixte.



Combat Activities: Fencing Unit 2564

Marks Description
25 – 30 Candidate demonstrates a very high level of acquired and developed skills that

show a consistently high standard of accuracy, control and fluency. There is the
successful selection and application of more advanced techniques where
accuracy, control and fluency remain despite competitive pressures. The
candidate has introduced appropriate strategies and demonstrated an
understanding of tactics to outwit the opposition. Performances in the
conditioned competitive situations have been excellent and progress has allowed
them to achieve their performance based targets.

19 – 24 Candidate demonstrates a high level of acquired and developed skills that
illustrates a very good standard of skill production. There is consistent success in
the selection and application of advanced techniques in contests. Under
competitive pressure the level of technical accuracy, control and fluency is
normally good. The candidate has shown a good understanding of the perceptual
requirements to perform and introduced a range of tactics and strategies to use
successfully against the opposition. Performances in the conditioned competitive
situations have been very good and improvement has been such as to allow a
high standard of learning and understanding.

13 – 18 Candidate demonstrates a good level of acquired and developed skills that allows
for a sound standard of performances in the events. There is a sound level of
success in the selection and application of advanced techniques in the contests
and under competitive pressure the level of accuracy, control and fluency is
reliable. The candidate has been able to introduce and use tactics and strategies
to show a sound understanding of the performance requirements against
opposition. Performances in the conditioned competitive situations have been
good and improvement reflects satisfactory learning and understanding.

7 –12 Candidate demonstrates an improving level of acquired and developed skills that
allows for an average level of performances in the contests. There is an attempt
to select and apply advanced techniques in the contests and under competitive
pressure accuracy, control and fluency are usually achieved. The candidate has a
basic perception of the requirements of performance and is able to introduce and
use tactics and strategies at satisfactory level. Performances in the conditioned
competitive situations have become more consistent and progress has allowed
some learning and understanding.

0 -6 Candidate demonstrates a moderate level of acquired and developed skills that
allows for moderate level of performances. There is an attempt to select and
apply advanced techniques and under pressure there is a level of technical
accuracy, control and fluency. The candidate has been able to incorporate some
tactics and strategies with a limited perception of the requirements of
performance. Performances in the conditioned competitive situations have some
consistency with a degree of learning and understanding.

STANDARDISATION
The activity will be assessed by an experienced assessor and adjudicator of Fencing.  The
standardisation process will be carried out and examined by the PE Head of Department. The
Head of Department together with other members of the department will compare the standards in
Fencing to those in other activities, so that consistency in assessment may be established.



COMBAT ACTIVITIES

Fencing Unit 2567 (A2)

ASSESSMENT

The candidate is assessed in the selection and application of acquired and developed skills,
tactical awareness and behaviour in a formal competitive situation which focuses on:

•  Attacking
•  Defending

Assessment is based on performance in a formal competitive situation where the candidate
performs the acquired and developed skills under pressure in a strategic situation. The level of
success of the acquired and developed skill is measured through the movement phases identified
below:

•  Preparation
•  Execution
•  Recovery
•  Result
•  Overall efficiency

These assessment phases are used in conjunction with the following assessment criteria for the
formal competitive situations.

Additional notes for assessment

•  Candidate can be assessed in one of the three major disciplines of Foil, Epee or Sabre.

•  Performance is measured in a competitive situation taking account of the following
considerations:
- all relevant protective equipment must be worn
- a suitably qualified arbitrator to be in charge
- a suitable rectangular strip of floor to be used for the contest, e.g. (14 metres long, 2 metres

wide)
- a proper method of scoring (electronic / director)
- the rules of the particular fencing discipline being assessed to be followed

For example, a contest is won by the first fencer to score five points or until 3 minutes of actual
fencing time has elapsed.



 Combat Activities: Fencing Unit 2567
 Marks  Description

 25-30  Candidate demonstrates a very high level of acquired and developed skills that
show a consistently high standard of accuracy, control and fluency. There is
successful selection and application of more advanced techniques where accuracy,
control and fluency remain despite competitive pressures. The candidate introduces
appropriate strategies and demonstrates an understanding of tactics to outwit the
opposition. Performances in the formal competitive situations are excellent and
progress has allowed them to achieve their performance-based targets.  An
excellent level of physical endeavour and sportsmanship is evident combined with
flair. National/Regional representation may be an indicator of attainment of this
high standard but assessment criteria must still be met.

 19-24  Candidate demonstrates a high level of acquired and developed skills that illustrates
a very good standard of skill production. There is consistent success in the
selection and application of advanced techniques in the contest. Under competitive
pressure the level of technical accuracy, control and fluency is normally good. The
candidate shows a good understanding of the perceptual requirements to perform
and introduces a range of tactics and strategies to use successfully against the
opposition. Performances in the formal competitive situations are very good and
improvement has been such as to allow a high standard of learning and
understanding.  A high level of physical endeavour and sportsmanship is evident
combined with flair. Regional/County representation may be an indicator of
attainment of this standard but assessment criteria must still be met.

 13-18  Candidate demonstrates a good level of acquired and developed skills that allows
for a sound standard of performances in the contest. There is a sound level of
success in the selection and application of advanced techniques in the contest and
under competitive pressure the level of accuracy, control and fluency is reliable.
The candidate is able to introduce and use tactics and strategies to show a sound
understanding of the performance requirements against opposition. Performances in
the formal competitive situations are good and improvement reflects satisfactory
learning and understanding. A good level of physical endeavour and sportsmanship
is evident combined with some flair. District/Area/School/Local club representation
may be an indicator of attainment of this standard but assessment criteria must still
be met.

 7-12  Candidate demonstrates an improving level of acquired and developed skills that
allows for an average level of performances in the contest. There is an attempt to
select and apply advanced techniques in the contest and under competitive
pressure accuracy, control and fluency are usually achieved. The candidate has a
basic perception of the requirements of performance and is able to introduce and
use tactics and strategies at satisfactory level. Performances in the formal
competitive situations become more consistent and progress has allowed some
learning and understanding. A competent level of physical endeavour and
sportsmanship is evident combined with a little flair. Representing the
school/college but not at first team level may be an indicator of attainment of this
standard but assessment criteria must still be met.

 0-6  Candidate demonstrates a moderate level of acquired and developed skills that
leads to a moderate level of performances. There is an attempt to select and apply
advanced techniques and under pressure there is a level of technical accuracy,
control and fluency. The candidate is able to incorporate some tactics and
strategies with a limited perception of the requirements of performance.
Performances in the formal competitive situations have some consistency with a
degree of learning and understanding. A level of physical endeavour and
sportsmanship is evident. The candidate plays occasionally in a team.

STANDARDISATION
The activity will be assessed by an experienced assessor and adjudicator of Fencing.  The
standardisation process will be carried out and examined by the PE Head of Department. The
Head of Department together with other members of the department will compare the standards in
Fencing to those in other activities, so that consistency in assessment may be established.


