
Examiners’ Report 
June 2022

GCE Physical Education 9PE0 02



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We 
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites 
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson's free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students' exam results.

See students' scores for every exam question.
Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.
Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop 
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. Your 
exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone 
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of 
people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, 
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international 
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through 
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: 
www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2022

Publications Code 9PE0_02_2206_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2022

2GCE Physical Education 9PE0 02

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/edexcel.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


Introduction

This was an accessible paper that had scope to provide differentiation and distinguish 
between varying levels of competency. The questions assessed a spread of well-established 
PE topics, along with some that are new to this specification. They presented a variety of 
demands in terms of the command words used.

In general, candidates found the different requirements of the command words challenging. 
Similarly, they found access to the higher mark bands for the levels-based questions a 
challenge – given ability, time frame and exam pressure.

The responses seen to the points questions were good to excellent and many candidates 
gained full marks on several questions. However, gaps in candidate knowledge was seen in 
particular for Question (Q) 3, when examining Hick’s Law.

The extended questions ranged in difficulty from basic knowledge of the barriers to 
participation, to the intricacies of ethics and learning theories, deviancy, to attribution theory. 
Three of the four 15-mark questions focussed on a narrow topic area, for example Q9 
Weiner’s Attribution Theory. These were supported by the advanced notice/information sent 
to centres.

The quality of the extended levels questions dominated the final mark outcomes of the 
paper. T hese questions require the higher-order thinking skills of analysis and evaluation, 
and are proving a more difficult test for candidates. Some candidates wrote interesting and 
detailed responses: the assessment criteria allocate 10 marks to AO3 and this area was seen 
as particularly demanding.

AO2 applied knowledge was seen as being very good in the Level 3 and a few Level 4 
responses but in many, the range of applied examples in all four extended questions was 
very generic. Answers often only offered the basics of knowledge, and centred on a few core 
specification topics.

The quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar (writing skills) was limited for some, and 
very good for many, candidates.

Note: Questions marked with an * required candidates to incorporate a wider knowledge and 
understanding, from across the specification component.

Q4 and Q16 were marked with an * and very little extension beyond the wider curriculum 
was seen. Common mistakes on all four extended responses were:

overly long introductions
not writing in a chronological order
limited and dated sporting examples, which were over-explained
brief conclusions that did not, in the case of evaluations, make a judgement.
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Some scripts were difficult to interpret because the particular writing style was confusing.
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Question 1

The command word 'describe' required candidates to write an account of Fitts and Posner’s 
three ‘stages of learning’, thereby providing detail of the features of each stage, to 
demonstrate both knowledge and understanding of the topic.

The assessment criterion being examined was AO2, which required a demonstration of 
applied knowledge.

This was a straightforward introductory question on a familiar topic. Candidates were able to 
describe cognitive and autonomous stages with ease, yet many had difficulty with the 
associative stage.

The vagaries of the comments for the associative stage made marking complex and many 
examiners did not award a mark for this part of the question.

Though marks were high for this question, very few candidates provided a fully-convincing 
description of all three stages. Many provided brief and simplistic statements such as for the 
associative stage, the ’middle stage’.

It is expected that candidates are able to spell key terms correctly.

Separating each of the three stages with a short heading and a line space between each, 
would help examiners' ease of reading.
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The first example denotes a good and reasonably full description, 
which was awarded full marks.

The level of detail is such that the candidate clearly:

demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the topic area
describes the three stages
provides descriptive content showing significant knowledge in 
isolation

Total: 3 Marks

Set out your response clearly.
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Question 2

The command word 'outline' required candidates to provide a brief account of non-linked 
points.

For this question, candidates were required to know the four forms of guidance and then to 
support this with the correct account of each.

The question was assessed on AO1, for knowledge in isolation.

This proved to be a very accessible question. Many candidates identified the four forms of 
guidance and provided supportive outlines.

The question referenced an uncomplicated topic and candidates obtained high marks.

Most candidates responded to the demands of the command word. A few chose to list the 
four types, with no outline, and were therefore awarded no marks.

Those candidates that were not awarded marks were either unable to note all the four types 
of guidance, or referred incorrectly to teaching or coaching styles.

Leaving a space between each of the four forms of guidance:

makes the answer look clear
helps with re-reading the answer
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In this example, the four forms of guidance were identified and 
outlined correctly.

The candidate was awarded full marks.

The outline for mechanical guidance was accepted because the 
example:

supported the outline
demonstrated the correct understanding

Total: 4 Marks
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The candidate gives only three correct forms of guidance and does not 
outline the features of each, therefore no marks are awarded.

Total: 0 Marks
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Question 3

The command word 'explain' required candidates to show a knowledge and understanding of 
a simple law relating to an aspect of information processing. They were to show how, or why, 
Hick’s law and its components can be applied through the use of an example(s).

The question was assessed on AO1 for knowledge in isolation and the applied AO2 through 
the example given.

The number of blank scripts seen in the exam was exceptionally high for what could be 
considered a straightforward topic from the specification. This seems to be a topic that had 
not been covered extensively by teachers.

Many candidates did not attempt this question and of those that did, very few achieved more 
than one mark out of three.

Where candidates were able to express knowledge of Hick’s Law, most neglected to mention 
the terms 'choice reaction time' and 'simple reaction time'.

Some confusion existed between the selection of outcomes related to time, and the number 
of stimuli presented to the performer. It is a combination of both terms, and the mark 
scheme identifies these.

Some candidates spoke about a decrease in reaction times, which would imply they are 
therefore reduced, or reaction times speed up. The law relates to reaction time taking longer, 
or reaction times become slower, as a result of increased decision-making time, due to the 
presence of multi-stimuli or choices open to a performer from which to select.
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This example response was awarded full marks.

One mark for the initial description of Hick's Law and two further 
marks – one each for identifying both simple and choice reaction 
times.

Total: 3 Marks

Use sub-headings to ensure the response is as easy to read as is 
possible.
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This response contained an acceptable explanation of Hick's Law. 
However, there were no explanations of both single and choice 
reaction times.

Total: 1 Mark
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Diagrams are not normally expected unless specifically required. However, a candidate may 
choose to draw a diagram if it helps them to formulate their answer.

No additional marks would be awarded for a diagram.
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This is another well-written response that answers the question fully.

It is set out clearly and receives full marks.

Total: 3 Marks
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Question 4

The command word 'analyse' required candidates to examine methodically, in detail, how 
learning theories can be used by a coach and to explain and interpret how these could 
contribute to aiding the coaching of skills.

Sporting examples were required and this was an identified * question. The assessment 
objectives were AO2 – 5 marks and AO3 – 10 marks.

This was a simply-phrased question, that was demanding in terms of breadth of knowledge 
required on a single subject area.

In essence, an examination of two theories fulfils the demands of the question, but many 
candidates chose only to analyse a single theory – either conditioning, Fitts and Posner, or 
Thorndike. This led to a limited response on account of coverage of relevant content from the 
specification.

Where candidates achieved high marks, they showed strong knowledge of theories and 
linked these to the styles and methods of coaching.

The more-able candidates showed some evidence of analysis AO3 (10 marks), whilst many 
did not explore specifically how the theory influenced coaching.

Many candidates were able to identify at least two theories and apply these effectively. 
However, development was required in order to answer the question in depth and thereby 
access the higher mark levels.

Principally, more analysis of various theories was needed: Classical, Operant, 
Insight/Cognitive, Social learning, Fitts and Posner’s, Thorndike’s laws, coupled with the 
stages of learning, coaching methods, types of guidance for instance.

The use of social learning theory was not used as widely as expected.

Whilst it was essential to have a broad knowledge of learning theories, many candidates 
demonstrated this to some extent but did not apply this to the specific question.

This question was marked with an asterisk *, which required candidates to incorporate a 
wider knowledge and understanding from across the specification component. This was not 
seen to full effect and very few candidates were able to do this by using topics such as  
personality, anxiety, or achievement motivation.

Candidates who did not respond to this demand could not achieve beyond Level 3.
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It is worth noting that for this question, along with Q9, Q16 and Q17, a structured response 
with a logical plan offers increased access to the higher level marks. An introduction, 
dedicated paragraphs each exploring a single topic (or a ‘point’) allied to a firm and 
informative conclusion, is beneficial to gaining higher level marks.

Candidates are advised to spend a few minutes formulating a plan, on paper, to aid writing a 
fuller answer. Whilst responses are based on the overall ability of candidates to answer the 
question, without a structure, responses can drift from answering the specific question to 
writing generically as in ‘all I know about a topic’. 
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This example is a very good attempt to apply learning theories to the 
coaching of skills. It:

includes learning stages
has acceptable examples (AO2)
offers analysis (AO3)

The learning theories covered Thorndike, Gestalt, associative, and 
applies this writing fluently.

Inclusion of a brief mention of the types of practices and leadership 
would qualify for the demand of an * question.

A more informative conclusion, perhaps citing social learning theory, 
would have helped to enhance the response and round off the level of 
analysis.

The response was awarded a mark at Level 3.

Total: 12 Marks

Ensure paragraphs are between 6-9 lines
Each paragraph should cover a dedicated point
If a time line exists, then place paragraphs in chronological order
Start with the furthest date, working back to the present
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Question 5

The command word 'state' required candidates to recall a fact or an example.

In this question, candidates were asked to simply state the two performance types named in 
achievement motivation. This question was assessed through AO1 – knowledge in isolation.

The question proved to be a very high-scoring item, which presented few difficulties for many 
candidates. They were able to identify both types correctly, and therefore achieve full marks.

This example is awarded full marks and satisfies the command word of 
'state'.

Total: 2 Marks

Bracketing abbreviations is a good way of presenting information.
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Question 6

The command word 'outline' requires candidates to provide a brief account of non-linked 
points. For this question, candidates were required to identify correctly two personality 
theories and then to support this with the correct account of each.

The question was assessed against AO1, for knowledge in isolation.

This was a high-scoring question, with many candidates outlining at least one theory 
correctly . Some inaccuracies were seen in the use of the correct terminology. This was 
demonstrated in some minor confusions surrounding the correct naming of a theory, which 
is a necessity for an 'outline' question, to avoid confusions.

Some candidates did not achieve marks: they named an accepted theory but then did not 
offer any outline.

A frequent mistake was to refer to Eysenck’s theory, which is technically incorrect although 
knowledge of other theories was good. It was pleasing to see some candidates use 
information from other subjects and include a correct outline of Type A and Type B 
personalities.
In addition, those candidates that lost marks either outlined one theory, or explained the 
questionnaires related to Catell/Eysenck, rather than the principle behind the theory.
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This example qualifies for full marks.

Two different theories are outlined, with suitable detail, to 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding.

Total: 4 Marks

Leave a line as 'space' between the two different theories – this helps 
the examiner to recognise the distinction between each theory.
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Question 7

The command word 'outline' required candidates to outline two factors that affect arousal 
when seeking optimum performance. The question was assessed for AO1 through 
knowledge in isolation.

This question was open to a huge variety of responses, most of which, if outlined correctly, 
received marks. Therefore, most candidates achieved highly, and provided a plethora of 
different factors.

Inaccuracies were seen as candidates showed confusion in understanding. There are so 
many factors that can affect arousal in a competitive situation, that it was thought to be 
difficult not to gain marks on this question.

A few candidates identifed two factors correctly, rather than outlining, and therefore 
received no marks.

This response was detailed enough for an outline question to obtain 
both marks.

Total: 2 Marks
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Question 8

The command word 'identify' required candidates to indicate, or establish, two of the four 
factors Bandura gave in his self-efficacy theory.

The question was assessed for AO1, through knowledge in isolation.

This question received a mixed response, where those who knew the theory did well. Those 
who did, not found it difficult even to provide an approximate response.

No extended content was required. However, the number of candidates receiving the full 2 
marks was significantly lower than expected.

W here candidates did achieve marks, it was for identifying past experiences, vicarious 
experiences and verbal persuasion, in particular.

The example response includes the additional fourth component of 
emotional arousal.

This response was awarded full marks.

Total: 2 Marks

Where a number of examples is required, these could be identified 
with a number eg in this case 1 and 2.
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Question 9

The command word 'analyse' required candidates to examine methodically, in detail, then 
explain and interpret, the application of Weiner’s Attribution theory for success and failure in 
sport.

The assessment objectives were AO2 – 5 marks and AO3 – 10 marks.

Weiner’s Attribution Theory is a well-established and popular GCE topic. Descriptions of the 
theory were generally good and many candidates clearly knew the topic.

However, very few considered how a coach could use the theory and, more importantly, 
provided any analysis surrounding this. This was disappointing. There is an opportunity, here, 
to discuss the use of attributional factors and to debate the datedness of the theory, in 
comparison with more recent research.

Many candidates were able to explain Weiner’s Attribution theory: the two loci and the four 
attributions including internal, external, stable, and unstable details, whilst placing ability, 
task difficulty, effort, and luck correctly.

Many candidates then identified the difference between high achievers and low achievers 
(novice and expert) correctly, in relation to the attributions.

Candidates identified the need for attribution retraining for those suffering from learned 
helplessness and a self-serving bias. However, to access the higher marks/levels, further 
analysis was required of the 3rd locus(controllability), Naf/Nach, stages of learners, mastery 
orientation, and the construction of a self-serving bias, to serve different purposes.

Sporting examples were key, to demonstrate application throughout the response. Sporting 
examples of the four attributions, and examples of how coaches would apply attribution 
retraining, was a useful additional element of topic content.

Most candidates accessed Level 2 and some achieved Level 3.
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This is an encouraging response from a candidate who understands 
the core content of knowledge found in this topic and applies this to 
the question.

A plan helps the logical order of writing, as well as 'laying out' the 
specific content areas to be covered in an extended level response.

This response has logical paragraphs and the conclusion provides a 
summary of the topic.

The response is such that it includes content for assessment of some 
AO2 and AO3 material.

Perhaps the inclusion of the concept of mastery orientation, and the 
distinction between using the specific terminology of 'novices' and 
'elite' performers, would have lifted the response further.

The response qualifies as a low Level 3.

Total: 9 Marks

Write a plan first.
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Question 10

The command word 'identify' required candidates to indicate or establish two factors that led 
to the emergence and development of modern-day sport.

The question was assessed for AO1 through knowledge in isolation.

This question proved to give high marks, however many candidates became confused 
between emergence and development, and the concepts of commercialisation and 
globalisation.

Some confusion also existed between this era and that of rational recreation and, as such, 
many of the answers given were from the incorrect era and did not gain marks.

Examples such as the formation of national governing bodies or the Half-day Act also did not 
gain marks.

Some confusion also existed with the era of contemporary/modern-day sport and responses 
such as the effect of 'Sky Sports', or the golden triangle, were invalid.

 

This response obtained both marks.

The response contains three acceptable areas of the mark scheme 
and, as such, shows knowledge and understanding of the topic.

Total: 3 Marks
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Question 11

The command word ‘give’ required candidates to recall a fact or an example.

In this question, candidates were required to look at the aspect of competing for a 
corporation, as opposed to a geographically-based team.

The question was examined against AO1, through knowledge in isolation.

Many confusions were seen from candidates, thus some only achieved one or zero marks.

This topic is proving to be a difficult one in terms of conceptual understanding. Many 
candidates did not fully understand what is meant by a corporation. The easiest examples 
would be to compete for a Formula 1 motor racing team or a Tour de France cycling team.

Responses were often both inaccurate and, more importantly, poorly recalled. The question 
asked for disadvantages of competing for a corporation.

Candidates who were unsure of the distinctions between geographically-based and 
corporation teams tended to make comments that referred to both performance mediums.

There was still evidence that some candidates confused corporations with, in particular, the 
ownership of football clubs and the general concept of commercialisation.

Additionally, those that dropped marks focussed on the disadvantages for the corporation, 
rather than the performer – as in the question – 'performing for….'.
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A lack of national pride or patriotism was a very popular response, as 
in this example

The negative image of a corporation was another response also well-
used by candidates.

Total: 2 Marks
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Question 12

The command word 'describe' required candidates to write an account of any three functions 
of an international governing body (IGB), thereby showing specific knowledge and 
understanding of the generic term.

The assessment criteria being examined was AO2, which required a demonstration of 
applied knowledge – in this case, functions of an IGB.

Many confusions were seen where candidates did not draw distinctions between the 
functions of a national governing body (NGB) as opposed to an IGB.

The more-able candidates gave specific examples of where an IGB performed a particular 
role. Credit was given where candidates referred to a continental governing body, such UEFA, 
given such a body may have numerous members and perform functions across many nation 
functions.

Numbering each function or starting a new line for each would be a great help for the 
examiners when marking a response.
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The example here shows clear understanding of the question and is 
helped by referring to an IGB for each function.

This response was awarded full marks.

Total: 3 Marks
 

Number each point you make.

Use separate lines.
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Question 13

The command word required candidates to 'define' the concept of the ‘golden triangle', 
thereby making a statement of translation.

Definitions were assessed against AO1, for knowledge in isolation.

This question examined a well-established topic. The demand to be accurate for a definition 
is paramount.

The answer must contain the three specific components of sport, media, and sponsor. Where 
marks were dropped, this was because of reference to the much wider and generalised 
concepts of commercialisation or business, instead of sponsors.

This was a simple question on a well-known topic but confusions existed and more detailed 
explanations were not required.
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This response gained the mark for the three correct components of 
the Golden Triangle.

The inclusion of a diagram gained no additional marks but did 
contextualise the candidate's knowledge and understanding.

Total: 1 Mark

Definitions need to be exact.

Key terms must be spelled correctly.
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Question 14

The command word 'examine' is a levels-based assessement demand, requiring:

justification or
exemplification or
a point using analysis and evaluation

while examining the blueprint model for Olympic financial success created by Peter 
Ueberroth, in 1984.

The assessment objectives are

AO1: knowledge in isolation, carrying 4 marks
AO3: requiring candidates to demonstrate analysis and evaluation, carrying 4 further 
marks.
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From scrutiny, the responses seen were variable and not:

completed with a depth of understanding
applied to the blueprint model

Many candidates confused dates of previous Olympics, which helped place the topic in 
context. They also included lengthy and detailed information about Mexico 1968, Munich 
1972, and Montreal 1976, which detracted from the main intention of the question.

Some historical background was valid and necessary, but candidates tended to write overly-
long accounts. This occupied both writing space and time spent away from the required 
response.

The range of measures undertaken by Ueberroth was extensive, and many candidates 
produced only one or two simple examples, such as sponsorship.

Confusion also existed over who appointed him and there were incorrect references to the 
US government.

The mark scheme will provide a useful teaching tool on this topic.

Some candidates included the rationale of why Ueberroth set up the blueprint but did not 
evaluate this.

Factual inaccuracies and limited knowledge in isolation reduced the final marks awarded 
when candidates, in many cases, showed some depth of knowledge and had the ability to 
produce a full answer.

Although some candidates wrote eloquent and informative accounts, many limited their 
responses to historical facts before 1984 and made broad, generic, statements about 
commercialisation.

Candidates are advised not to guess factual information.
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This example is a well-written response that contains enough factual 
information and contextualisation to be awarded a Level 2 mark.
 
Some detail is not 100% accurate but the principles of what Ueberroth 
did, are included.
 
The blueprint is included for future games.
 
Including the specific unique words found in the question is helpful. In 
this example, the candidate did not use the wording of 'blue print'.
 
There is the additional critique citing the thought that this 
commercialisation runs counter to Olympic ideals.
 
The Olympic Charter was actually changed to include the ability for 
hosting cities to commercialise their processes, in order to fulfil the 
staging of a successful games.
 
Total: 5 Marks

Include the specific unique words found in the question.
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Question 15

The command word 'summarise' has an all-embracing demand, requiring candidates to 
express the most important facts and ideas about, in this case, the characteristics of mob 
activities.

Assessment was made against AO1, 2 and 3.

This is a well-trodden topic and generally, candidates achieved high marks, losing them only 
where they did not summarise.

Popular responses included that mob activities:

were violent
had no rules
featured gambling as common–place
were local, due to a lack of transport
comprised only males
were rural
had many participants
played on Holy Days or Church days

Where candidates did not gain marks, this was due to a lack of summary, as in extended 
content, with candidates simply producing a 'list' of characteristics. Additionally, a common 
error was that an element of the mark scheme was missing.

For four marks, at least four characteristics were expected, each receiving a single mark.
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This response gains full marks.

The points made are acceptable and summarise correctly.

Any reader would have a firm understanding of the topic area as a 
result of this response.

Total: 4 Marks
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Question 16

The command word 'analyse' required candidates to examine the factors that affect sport 
and activity participation in the 21st century.

In doing so, the responses required detail, with explanation and interpretation, also using the 
information given in Figure 1.

As an * question candidates were required to use any relevant knowledge and understanding 
from across the component.

Assessment was made against AO2 for 5 marks and AO3 for 10 marks.

This question was the most accessible of the four extended responses. This was reflected in 
candidates’ marks, where many achieved Level 3 or above.

The data provided a starting point from which to launch into an analysis of the range of 
barriers to participation. Less-able candidates restricted comments to the overt, derived from 
the data. They described the barriers of age, economics, and location, with little inclusion of 
strategies or solutions.

Many barriers were given in the introduction but were then not developed fully in a 
dedicated paragraph for each. Introductions invariably set the scene well, whilst conclusions 
tended to be brief and not informative.

Those candidates who achieved high marks for this question analysed a range of barriers, 
through a consideration of reasons and potential solutions.

Those candidates who did not incorporate relevant information form the wider component 
could not reach beyond Level 3. This was a major weakness seen in numerous responses.

Many candidates identified a decline in participation with age but the figures were relatively 
small. Many people in the older age bands simply change their activities but this was rarely 
mentioned

Some candidates did not use the information/data effectively, even though their arguments 
were good. Likewise, some candidates were effective in data usage but did not give any 
further justification as to the areas discussed.

Candidates should include the potential content from the wider component in a plan.

They should look to incorporate this wider content as they write their response.

Alternatively, candidates could extend their conclusion and demonstrate the wider 
understanding needed to access a Level 4 mark.
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This response is a well-written attempt to explore the various topic 
areas and answer the question as set.

The candidate attempts to cover the main areas that would present 
barriers to participation.

The inclusion of relevant data offers opportunities for analysis and the 
AO3 requirement.

Some of the language used was 'rudimentary' but the candidate does 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the topic area.

The structure of the response reflects some logical development.

Mention of the NHS, sports campaigns and role models, would qualify 
for inclusion of content from across the wider component.

The conclusion was a little short and could have been extended, 
particularly by way of a summary. The response was marked at a low 
Level 4.

Total: 10 Marks

Remember to include other areas of the Specification in your answer.
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This is an interesting response, which attempts to cover several areas 
and to use the data from Figure 1.

Total: 12 Marks
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Question 17

The command word 'evaluate' required candidates to use analysis to make a judgement as to 
the role of ethics and the perceived rise in deviancy. Assessment was made against A02, 
applied knowledge, for 5 marks and AO3, for the use of analysis to form a judgement, for 10 
marks.

It appeared as though most candidates did not have a clear understanding of the 
terminology of the meaning of ethics, which significantly affected their ability to answer the 
question. It prevented candidates from giving a good overview by way of an introduction.

Sportsmanship versus gamesmanship was frequent content for most, and deviance was 
defined well by many.

Not only was ethics not explained well, at times, and deviancy defined ambiguously, but 
some of these concepts were also not applied; it was often confusing to the reader. There 
was essentially a slight philosophical element to this question.

Many candidates focussed on the question being primarily about deviance, and deviance 
being seen as ‘drugs abuse’ rather than the array of other topical deviancy categories – such 
as abuse, racism, match-fixing, sexism, and corrupt officials etc that are prevalent in sport 
today (AO2 – 5 marks).

Very few candidates showed an awareness of ethics as a moral question and central to the 
‘contract to compete’, thus restricting any efforts to evaluate the role of ethics (AO3 – 10 
marks).

The main mode of attack was to write an extended response on the reasons and prevalence 
of deviance in sport and predominantly about the use of drugs (PEDs), with dated examples, 
thus ignoring the direction of the question.

As a result, marks were generally placed in the lower level bands. Although seen rarely, some 
candidates did stray from a Level 1 or 2. However, many responses were characterised by 
content associated with Levels 1 or 2 because the content was either defined by being of 
'limited' or 'few'.

Those few who answered the question attempted correctly to display an appreciation of the 
role of ethics, thus linking this both to a perceived rise in deviancy, and discussing the 
possibility that the rise of deviance as being only perceived, or either a genuine, occurrence.

The ‘Lombardian win ethic’ was mentioned correctly in many responses, and applied to the 
perceived rise in deviancy of sport. Few made comments to ethics now being compromised 
in the pursuit of winning.
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Many candidates missed the opportunity to discuss the wider moral integrity of performers 
who ignore principles, essentially to ‘cheat’ and ignore the 'contract to compete’. This has 
filtered down to become common-place in amateur sport. Bracketed morality is a key 
concept.

In addition, many candidates who did not discuss the perceived rise of deviance assumed 
that deviance had increased, however this was not the question. To balance this, some 
candidates did highlight the case that perception may not be reality and cited the advances 
in technology, for instance, as a reason for increased detection.

Candidates should consider the introduction as an opportunity to establish key tems and 
concepts.

This will often involve definitions and contextualisation.
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This response is a valid attempt to answer the question, rather than an 
over-exploration of the use of drugs in sport.

Whilst many other responses would have had more relevant examples 
in their content, the writer applies their own thoughts to the role of 
ethics, if slightly over-simplified, and the perception that it has 
increased.

A balance of arguments is present, whilst it is evident these are not, as 
such, explored fully.

Inclusion of other areas of deviancy linked to the role of ethics would 
have lifted the response – such as bribery, corruption and abuse.

The content and debate does have evaluation.This exemplar achieves a 
low Level 4.

Total: 10 Marks
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Paper Summary

The overall challenge of this paper was supplemented with the advanced information given 
to centres.

Based on their performance on this paper candidates should:

Review the command words and their meanings, in order to be confident on each 
question's demands. They should develop an understanding of the marks available for 
each Assessment Objective
Continue to prepare for the extended levels-based questions through practice in 
developing a plan and a writing structure. In particular, aim to produce shorter, more 
discrete, or dedicated, paragraphs covering a single point. It is essential to include both an 
introduction and a final conclusion, or summary, which fulfil the assessment objectives
Avoid guessing dates or events: this signifies a lack of knowledge
Time-manage the completion of the paper – one strategy would be to complete the 
extended writing questions first. These can always be revisited if additional content comes 
to mind
Use the mark scheme to help build the depth of knowledge expected from future 
candidates. The mark scheme contains indicative content for the levels-based questions 
and is therefore a way of establishing the depth of knowledge required for future 
examinations, and a direct way of reviewing these topics
Do not ignore the need for correct spelling of key terminology
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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