[image: image2.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT





Support Material

GCE Performance Studies


OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Performance Studies: H148

Unit: G402

This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE specification in Performance Studies for teaching from September 2008.
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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Performance Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Performance Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Performance Studies H148: Performance Contexts 1: G402

	Suggested teaching time
	 3 hours
	Topic
	Introducing repertoire  

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	This unit is worth 15% of the total marks for the Specification and therefore the total glh for this unit is 54 hours, of which 40 are allocated here for teaching activities.  There are two works to be studied and these can be taught concurrently or sequentially.  The number of hours allocated to each section is therefore the same for each work.  It is assumed that generic sessions on examination technique will occur in addition to these sessions.

	ONE

	Introducing repertoire 

Candidates are likely to be studying complete pieces of repertoire for the first time and may be unfamiliar with methods of approaching it.
	Watching short extracts of repertoire on video from selected practitioners; discussing reactions to style, aspects that challenge; making sense of repertoire in different art forms – recapitulating on the Creating Performance unit; using technical language to describe the extracts.
Introducing the framework for study – the five aspects identified in topics 2 – 6.
	· Video extracts of works by the practitioners selected for study.

· Worksheets with tips for things to watch out for in studying them.

· OCR Performance Studies for A level  by John Pymm, Gail Deal and Mark Lewinski (Hodder).

	The extracts should be short – no more than ten minutes each, maximum of two in ach art form.  This should be a good way of discussing style.
This text can be used throughout the teaching of this Unit, and throughout the teaching of the Specification.



	Performance Studies H148: Performance Contexts 1: G402

	TWO

	Suggested teaching time
	 5 hours
	Topic
	Structure and form



	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Structure and Form 

It is important that candidates have a good understanding of the overall structure of the piece they are studying and the location of key performance events within each piece.
	Making a map of the structure of the piece: identifying the main sections; looking for patterns, transitions, key moments in the piece.
	· Web sites from appropriate dance practitioners [such as DV8 http://www.dv8.co.uk/ or Christopher Bruce www.rambert.org.uk/archive/people/detail_a.asp?art=27]

· Videos of performances of the works chosen for study; music or dance notation as appropriate; copies of the play text.
	It is important that structure is identified buy watching and listening, as well as by studying a written document.

[image: image2.png]Students who are studying an individual art form A Level, and are familiar with studying repertoire in that art form, could lead a discussion about how to analyse structure.

	THREE

	Suggested teaching time
	 3 hours
	Topic
	Elements of the Performing Arts 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Elements of the Performing Arts 

The aim here is to build on the technical vocabulary acquired in Unit 5: Creating Performance and identify how these are used in the work studied.
	[image: image3.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT



Practical workshops on selected extracts of the work studied.  This should capitalise on the performance language assimilated during the first unit in order to link the study of repertoire with practical skills.

Inserting key vocabulary into the structure previously devised.
	Worksheets from unit 1, additional lists of key words appropriate to the study of the chosen work.
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The electronic versions of 
the written commentaries for 
unit 1 could be searched for key vocabulary so as to link it with the elements of performing arts as used here. 


	Performance Studies H148: Performance Contexts 1: G402

	FOUR

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	Stylistic Influences 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Stylistic Influences  

The aim here is to identify how the practitioner is influenced by stylistic trends of movements and genres in using these elements. 


	Identifying one key trend that has influenced the practitioner studied (e.g. Martha Graham’s influence on Christopher Bruce, Steve Reich’s influence on John Adams, Brecht’s influence on Caryl Churchill). 
	One extract from the suggested influence (e.g. Graham’s Appalachian Spring) in order to discern exactly how the style compares with Bruce’s Swansong.
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Influence of one person’s style on another can be a sophisticated study and students.  There are plenty of opportunities here for able candidates to lead a ‘hunt the fingerprints’ session.



	FIVE

	Performance Studies H148: Performance Contexts 1: G402

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	Cultural, historical and social context

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Cultural, historical and social context

The aim here is to draw out from the study of trends, the broader picture: the social and historical contexts that framed the stylistic movements identified and the way their influences may be seen in the work studied. 
	Identification of one key cultural event, one key social event, and one key historical event, that can be shown to have some linkage with the work studied.
	There are various web sites giving a timeline of historical events.  These include www.multied.com/dates/
Cultural movements could be pursued at such sites as www.theatredatabase.com/

	The point here is to link the study of the style with its place in history and whether it reflects any social or cultural trends.


	Performance Studies H148: Performance Contexts 1: G402

	SIX

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	Performance Techniques



	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Performance techniques Candidates may wish to use an extract from one of the works studied for their Performance Realisation in unit 4.


	Identification of appropriate sections for practical performance.  Exploration of how to perform individual roles/parts in the practitioner’s style. 
	Recordings (video or audio) of the work, to stimulate discussion about approaches to performance.
	This links to the performance vocabulary already explored above.


Sample GCE Lesson Plan:

Performance Studies H148

AS Unit G402: Performance Contexts 
Introducing John Adams

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour, 

Learning Objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand the stylistic influences on John Adams



	Objective 2
	Students to identify the key musical elements of American Minimalism




Previous experience and prior knowledge

This is an introductory lesson to the new unit which will identify the music which has influenced John Adams.  It will also allow the students to develop a basic understanding of American Minimalism.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	As the students enter the class they will here an excerpt from “Shaker Loops”.

	10 minutes
	A discussion will then take place about what they think of the music and more specifically about the instrumentation, rhythm and mood.

	5 minutes
	As a group the students will then read a biographical handout about Adams in order to contextualise him.

	10 minutes
	The group will then listen to an eclectic mix of music which influenced Adams. Pieces will be a number from West Side Story by Bernstein, a piece of serial music by Schoenberg, a Bob Dylan song and a piece by Miles Davis. Individually the students will be expected to write brief notes with the following headings: Instrumentation, Melody, Rhythm, Style/Mood.

	10 minutes
	In pairs they will compare their notes.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	The group will then listen to a range of minimalist works, “In C” by Riley, “Clapping Music” by Reich and a “Dance Piece” by Glass and complete a similar exercise as before and write briefly on Instrumentation, Melody, Rhythm and Style/Mood.

	10 minutes
	As a group they will then discuss the key features of the minimalist works and make some comparisons with the work that influenced Adams when starting out as a composer.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new Performance Studies specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Hodder is the publisher partner for OCR Performance Studies.
Hodder is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Performance Studies for first teaching in September 2008:
John Pymm, Gail Deal, Mark Lewinski OCR Performance Studies for A level (2008) ISBN:9780340967539

John Pymm, Gail Deal, Alistair Conquer, Hannah Goodinson, Andrew Newman, Kerri Scott OCR Performance Studies for A level online teacher's resource (2008) ISBN:9780340967522

Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.
Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching idea contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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