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Support Material

GCE Performance Studies


OCR Advanced GCE in Performance Studies: H548

Unit: G403

This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced GCE specification in Performance Studies for teaching from September 2008.
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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Performance Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Performance Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	Performance Studies H548: Performance Contexts 2: G403

	This unit is worth 15% of the total marks for the Specification and therefore the total glh for this unit is 54 hours, of which 40 are allocated here for teaching activities.  There is one topic to be studied and the choice of extracts should enable coverage of all of the headings below. It is assumed that generic sessions on examination technique will occur in addition to these sessions.

	ONE

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	Approaching a genre



	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Approaching a genre


	Investigating the difference between a genre and a work: recapitulation on the works chosen for Performance Contexts 1.  

Listing features of the works against features of the style.

Drawing out any links from the works studied in Performance Contexts 1 that would be useful in approaching the chosen topic for Performance Contexts 2.
	Resources from Performance Contexts 1, especially the structural diagrams etc that were created for that unit.   Drawing out the key trends between the works studied then and the genres or styles they represent.


	Direct re-casting of work from Performance Contexts 1 is not allowed in this unit.  The purpose of revisiting work is to make the point about the relationship between individual works and the genre they represent.


	Performance Studies H548: Performance Contexts 2: G403

	TWO

	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	Development of the Style

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Development of the style


	Understanding the key landmarks in the development of the style.  Making a map of how the extracts chosen fit into the time-line of the topic.
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	· www.theatredatabase.com/
· www.earthlydelights.com.au/history6.htm
· www.essentialsofmusic.com/
· Recordings (audio or video) of the extracts chosen, together with scores, dance notation or play texts as appropriate.


	The important point of the exercise is to familiarise the students with the nine extracts chosen and locate them in their setting.  

	THREE

	Suggested teaching time
	 3 hours
	Topic
	Significant stylistic features 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Significant stylistic features


	Listing the main elements of the style.  Going through each extract and making a catalogue of how the different extracts each show an aspect of the topic as a whole.
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Performing short extracts as appropriate to the skills of the group members, and allowing stretch and challenge for all performers.
	· www.comm.unt.edu/histofperf/reviewpa.htm
· http://arts.guardian.co.uk/politicaltheatre
· www.pbs.org/wnet/broadway/
· Stage by Stage: Oriental Theatre by Philip Freund (2005)  ISBN 072061208X. 
	These web sites/book are intended as an indication of the type of resources that will be helpful to each of the topics.


	Performance Studies H548: Performance Contexts 2: G403

	FOUR

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	Techniques used by practitioners

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Techniques used by practitioners


	Consolidation of practical work for each extract, as appropriate; listing of practical skills for each extract.

Relationship of techniques to the effect they create; relating this to the genre; annotating the timeline of the development of the style to relate techniques used to historical context.


	· Recordings (audio or video) of the extracts chosen, together with scores, dance notation or play texts as appropriate.
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Creation of enhanced podcasts to allow commentary alongside extracts for supporting practical work.

	The extracts may or may not be the candidates’ choice for performance in unit G404.  Nevertheless, they should be familiar with performance techniques used in the extracts, and how to write about them.

	FIVE

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	Relationship between works in the genre



	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Relationship between works in the genre


	Development of a new time-line to draw linkages between extracts, their content, message, style, intention etc.

Specimen questions to practise discussing the extracts and the links between them.
	Mindmap software to show linkages; spider diagrams on flipchart paper; creation of an on-line chat room in a Virtual learning Environment to manage the discussion of links.
	The inter-connectedness of the extracts and the genre is vital: students need to be weaned away from writing about the extracts and writing instead as to how they exemplify the topic.
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	SIX

	Suggested teaching time
	3 hours
	Topic
	Cultural, historical and social context



	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Cultural, historical and social context 
	Revisiting of the original timeline and inserting alongside a timeline of relevant historical, social and cultural events.
	· http:/www.pbs.org/wnet/changingstages/timeline1900.html

· Changing Stages: A View of British and American Theatre in the Twentieth Century by Richard Eyre and Nicholas Wright (2001) ISBN 0 375 41203 4


	The purpose of this is to relate the timeline of the topic to appropriate world events.


GCE Lesson Plan: 


Performance Studies H548

A2 Unit G403: Performance Context 2 

The Twentieth Century American Musical – An introduction to creating dramatic effect through the integration of art forms.
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour, 

Learning Objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to examine the way in which art forms are integrated to create dramatic effect in the opening of the musical ‘West Side Story’.

	Objective 2
	Students to be introduced to the social, cultural and historical context of ‘West Side Story’ and the musical’s significance within the genre.

	Objective 3
	Students to experience how Bernstein’s musical score and Robbins’ choreography create accessibility for the audience.


Previous experience and prior knowledge

This lesson will serve as an introduction to the integration of art forms in the American Musical and would take place in the very early stages of the unit. Students will have previously received a timeline of significant developments in the genre as a framework from which to now explore in more detail. 

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Introduction – Students to list five facts they know about ‘West Side Story’.
Tutor to follow by giving five key facts outlining its significance within the genre of The Twentieth Century American Musical. Examples –one of the first time actors who could dance and sing were required, the use of the tritone interval in the music to create tension, reflecting the realities of American life rather than the American Dream etc.

	5 minutes
	TASK 1 - Watch the opening scene of ‘West Side Story’ – until the entrance of the Officer. 




	10 minutes
	TASK 2 - Working in small discussion groups, students to create a large spider diagram [for wall displays] listing examples from the film extract. Each group should focus on one of the following discussion points, placing themselves in the position of an audience member;

· How does music and dance create dramatic effect?

· What dance movements are used to show the opposing gangs?

· How phrases in the music are matched with phrases in the choreography

· How does transitional action in the choreography/drama create dramatic tension?

· How does the music and choreography suggest tension and hostility between the two gangs?

	20 minutes
	TASK 3 - Use images/still photographs of Jerome Robbins’ choreography from the opening section of ‘West Side Story.’  In small groups use these as a basis for devising a short phrase of dance for either the Jets or the Sharks. During devising students should explore ways of creating a group identity linked to the culture of the two gangs. The movement content could include jazz style movements for the Jets and salsa/Latin American based movements for the Sharks.

Extension Activity – Develop the movement phrase using compositional devices;

· Changes in dynamics to create tension

· Vary the pace to add mood

· Add sudden changes of focus to intimidate.

	5 minutes
	TASK 4  - Students to develop the movement phrase by adding verbal sound effects or words to suggest a belonging to the gang and to create a sense of tension. 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Rehearse the Jets or Sharks movement phrase to Bernstein’s music for this opening section, aiming to match timing and pace to create tension and perform for the class.

	5 minutes
	Students to review the effect of the integration of the art forms in creating tension and accessibility, commenting on the group performances and the film version. Students to record observations in notebooks.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new Performance Studies specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Hodder is the publisher partner for OCR Performance Studies.
Hodder is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Performance Studies for first teaching in September 2008:
John Pymm, Gail Deal, Mark Lewinski OCR Performance Studies for A level (2008) ISBN:9780340967539
John Pymm, Gail Deal, Alistair Conquer, Hannah Goodinson, Andrew Newman, Kerri Scott OCR Performance Studies for A level online teacher's resource (2008) ISBN:9780340967522

Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.
Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching idea contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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