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MARK SCHEME – A-LEVEL PANJABI - PAPER 2 – SPECIMEN 
 

Mark schemes are prepared by the Lead Assessment Writer and considered, together with the relevant 
questions, by a panel of subject teachers. This mark scheme includes any amendments made at the 
standardisation events which all associates participate in and is the scheme which was used by them in 
this examination. The standardisation process ensures that the mark scheme covers the students’ 
responses to questions and that every associate understands and applies it in the same correct way.  
As preparation for standardisation each associate analyses a number of students’ scripts. Alternative 
answers not already covered by the mark scheme are discussed and legislated for. If, after the 
standardisation process, associates encounter unusual answers which have not been raised they are 
required to refer these to the Lead Assessment Writer. 
 
It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed and 
expanded on the basis of students’ reactions to a particular paper. Assumptions about future mark 
schemes on the basis of one year’s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding principles of 
assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a particular examination 
paper. 
 
 
Further copies of this mark scheme are available from aqa.org.uk 
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Level of response marking instructions 
 
Level of response mark schemes are broken down into levels, each of which has a descriptor. The 
descriptor for the level shows the average performance for the level. There are marks in each level. 
 
Before you apply the mark scheme to a student’s answer read through the answer and annotate it (as 
instructed) to show the qualities that are being looked for. You can then apply the mark scheme. 
 
Step 1 Determine a level 
 
Start at the lowest level of the mark scheme and use it as a ladder to see whether the answer meets the 
descriptor for that level. The descriptor for the level indicates the different qualities that might be seen in 
the student’s answer for that level. If it meets the lowest level then go to the next one and decide if it 
meets this level, and so on, until you have a match between the level descriptor and the answer. With 
practice and familiarity you will find that for better answers you will be able to quickly skip through the 
lower levels of the mark scheme. 
 
When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not look to pick holes in 
small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If 
the answer covers different aspects of different levels of the mark scheme you should use a best fit 
approach for defining the level and then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within 
the level, ie if the response is predominantly level 3 with a small amount of level 4 material it would be 
placed in level 3 but be awarded a mark near the top of the level because of the level 4 content. 
 
Step 2 Determine a mark 
 
Once you have assigned a level you need to decide on the mark. The descriptors on how to allocate 
marks can help with this. The exemplar materials used during standardisation will help. There will be an 
answer in the standardising materials which will correspond with each level of the mark scheme. This 
answer will have been awarded a mark by the Lead Examiner. You can compare the student’s answer 
with the example to determine if it is the same standard, better or worse than the example. You can then 
use this to allocate a mark for the answer based on the Lead Examiner’s mark on the example. 
 
You may well need to read back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and 
assure yourself that the level and the mark are appropriate. 
 
Indicative content in the mark scheme is provided as a guide for examiners. It is not intended to be 
exhaustive and you must credit other valid points. Students do not have to cover all of the points 
mentioned in the Indicative content to reach the highest level of the mark scheme. 
 
An answer which contains nothing of relevance to the question must be awarded no marks. 
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Assessment criteria 
Each assessment objective should be assessed independently. 

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay.  Everything that students write must 
be assessed; there is no word limit.  Students writing the recommended length have access to the full 
range of marks. 

 
 
Minor errors are defined as those which do not affect communication. Serious errors are defined 
as those which adversely affect communication. 
 
Minor errors include: 
Incorrect but close to correct spellings 
Incorrect singular/plural agreement 
 
Serious errors include: 
Incorrect verb forms 
Incorrect use of pronouns 
Missing or incorrect agreements of gender and adjectives 
 
Complex language includes: 
use of pronouns of all types 
tenses that support conceptual complexity connectives supporting a range of subordinate clauses 
including those requiring subjunctive constructions with verbs and verbs followed by infinitive with correct 
preposition 
use of present and past participles. 
  

AO3 

17-20 

The language produced is mainly accurate with only occasional minor errors. The student 
shows a consistently secure grasp of grammar and is able to manipulate complex language 
accurately. The student uses a wide range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the 
task. 

13-16 

The language produced is generally accurate, but there are some minor errors. The student 
shows a generally good grasp of grammar and is often able to manipulate complex language 
accurately. The student uses a good range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the 
task. 

9-12 

The language produced is reasonably accurate, but there are a few serious errors. The 
student shows a reasonable grasp of grammar and is sometimes able to manipulate complex 
language accurately. The student uses a reasonable range of vocabulary appropriate to the 
context and the task. 

5-8 
The language produced contains many errors. The student shows some grasp of grammar 
and is occasionally able to manipulate complex language accurately. The student uses a 
limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

1-4 
The language produced contains many errors of a basic nature. The student shows little 
grasp of grammar and is rarely able to manipulate complex language accurately. The student 
uses a very limited range of vocabulary appropriate to the context and the task. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit. 
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AO4 

17-20 

Excellent critical and analytical response to the question set 
Knowledge of the text or film is consistently accurate and detailed. Opinions, views and 
conclusions are consistently supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or 
film. The essay demonstrates excellent evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and 
social contexts of the text or film studied. 

13-16 

Good critical and analytical response to the question set 
Knowledge of the text or film is usually accurate and detailed. Opinions, views and 
conclusions are usually supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film. 
The essay demonstrates good evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social 
contexts of the text or film studied. 

9-12 

Reasonable critical and analytical response to the question set 
Knowledge of the text or film is sometimes accurate and detailed. Opinions, views and 
conclusions are sometimes supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or 
film. The essay demonstrates reasonable evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural 
and social contexts of the text or film studied. 

5- 8 

Limited critical and analytical response to the question set 
Some knowledge of the text or film is demonstrated. Opinions, views and conclusions are 
occasionally supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film. The essay 
demonstrates limited evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social contexts of 
the text or film studied. 

1-4 

Very limited critical and analytical response to the question set 
A little knowledge of the text or film is demonstrated. Opinions, views and conclusions are 
rarely supported by relevant and appropriate evidence from the text or film. The essay 
demonstrates very limited evaluation of the issues, themes and the cultural and social 
contexts of the text or film studied. 

0 The student produces nothing worthy of credit in response to the question. 
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Section A: Books 
 
 
nUrI : bUta isNG Saw 
 
Either 
 
Question 01.1 
 
izs navl we wo mrw paqrA iv<c smanqavA ]qe ]NqrA wa ivSleSx kro . 
 
 
Possible content 
 

• Identification of the two male characters presented in the play - Jagtar Singh, Sher Singh. 
 

• Analysis of the characters and features of their personalities:  
 

Sher Singh: (Noori's father) - very aggressive towards family members as well as the villagers, 
chauvinist, disrespectful towards his wife Sardarni, unloving father, intimidating to everyone around 
him, gets involved in fights, has a bad reputation in the village. 
 
Jagtar Singh: (Noori's uncle/Sher Singh's brother)- calm and peaceful, very caring towards Noori 
and her mother, looks after Noori as his own daughter and finds pleasure in fulfilling her dreams, 
challenges Sher Singh on his bad attitude and behaviour, liberal. 
 

• Analysis of how they are similar and how they are different using chosen examples. 
 

• Conclusion as to the extent to which similarities and differences do exist. 
 

• Evaluation as to what contribution these similarities and differences make to the novel 
 
 
 

[40 marks] 
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Or 
 
Question 01.2 
 
“izs navl iv<c izsqRI paqrA ¥ mrw paqrA we mukable kmZor iwKaiz]a ig]a hE .”  
qusIM izs kQn nal ik<QoM q<k sihmq ho ? [uwahrxA sihq iz<k leK ilKo . 
 
 
Possible content  
 

• Presentation of male and female characters in the novel - Jagtar Singh, Sher Singh, Sardarni, 
Noori and her friend Rubi. 
 

• Analysis of the role played by the chosen male and female character(s) in the novel.  
 

• Discussion of Sher Singh’s aggression towards his wife and daughter as it is portrayed in the novel 
and how the female characters Sardarni and Noori stand up against the oppression from Sher 
Singh. 

 
• Discussion of how Sher Singh changes in character at the end of the novel. 
 
• Conclusion as to the extent to which the female characters are portrayed as weak compared to the 

male characters with reasons to support the points made. 
 
 

 
 
 

 [40 marks] 
 
  

7 



MARK SCHEME – A-LEVEL PANJABI - PAPER 2 – SPECIMEN 
 

 
irSiq]A we rNg: gurmel isNG bExIval 
 
Either 
 
Question 02.1 
 
“izs khaxI sNgRih iv<c leKk ne ]am lokA wI iZNwgI we wuKAq ]qe muSklA ¥ peS kIqa hE .” qusIM izs ivcar nal ik<QoM q<k 
sihmq ho ? ikse wo khaxI]A we ]War qe iz<k leK ilKo . 
 
 
Possible content  
 

 
• Analysis of how the stories represent the common people with chosen examples to illustrate this. 

 
• Analysis of the techniques used by the author to portray and present the difficulties and tragedies 

of the common people in Panjabi society with chosen examples from the stories. 
 
• Evaluation as to how successfully the author has managed to portray these difficult and tragic 

experiences in the stories. 
 
• Conclusion as to what extent the stories do represent the difficulties and the tragedies of the 

common people in Panjabi society with reasons/examples. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

[40 marks] 
 
  

8 



MARK SCHEME – A-LEVEL PANJABI – PAPER 2 – SPECIMEN 

 
Or 
 
Question 02.2 
 
“bExIval we khaxI sNgRih we paqr muSkl halaqA iv<coM lNGwe hoze vI ]apxI]A kwrA kImqA ¥ nhIM Bu<lwe “.  leKk ne 
ikse wo khaxI]A we paqrA we icqrx rahIM izh g<l ik<QoM q<k wrsazI hE ? iz<k jaxkarI BrpUr leK ilKo . 
 
 
Possible content 
 

• Identification of the chosen main characters to be discussed within the two chosen stories.  
 

• Analysis of techniques used by the author to portray the characters and their values, with specific 
examples from the two chosen stories. 
 

• Evaluation of the use of characterisation to develop the plots of the two stories. 
 

• Conclusion as to what extent the author has portrayed characters who make decisions in line with 
their values. 

 
 
 

[40 marks] 
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save p<qr: mohn isNG 
 
Either 
 
Question 03.1 
 
‘save p<qr’ kaiv-sNgRih iv<coM kozI wo kivqavA wa ivSleSx krwe hoze w<so ik kvI ne su<K-wu<K we ZZbe ikveM ib]an kIqe hn ? 
 
 
Possible content 
 

• Discussion of the content and themes presented in the two chosen poems. 
 

• Analysis of the different emotions expressed in the chosen poems - how the author expresses 
these different emotions and the techniques used to do this in the chosen poems, with examples. 

 
• Analysis of the impact of the emotions expressed in the chosen poems on the reader. 

 
• Conclusion as to how successful the author has been in expressing and conveying these different 

emotions. 
 
 
 

[40 marks] 
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Or 
 
Question 03.2 
 
‘save p<qr’ kaiv-sNgRih wI]A kivqavA iv<c peS kIqe ikse wo mu<K iviS]A wa [uwahrx iwNwe hoze ivSleSx kro . 
 
 
Possible content 

 
 

• Analysis of the main themes explored in the poems selected, with examples to support and justify 
the points made. These themes could cover love, childhood, a mother's love, patriotism, loyalty, 
sacrifice and youth. 

 
• Discussion of and reaction to the different techniques within the chosen poems which are used by 

the author to convey these themes to the reader. 
 

• Analysis of how successful the author has been in portraying and conveying these main themes 
in the poems studied.  

 
 

[40 marks] 
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Section B: Films 
 
 
]sA ¥ max vqnA wa: mnmohn isNG 
 
Either 
 
Question 04.1 
 
izs iPlm iv<c bahrle weSA iv<c vswe pNjabI]A ¥ vaps pNjab ]a[ux qe  peS ]a[ux vale msil]A wa ivsQar iv<c 
ivSleSx kro . 
 
 
Possible content 
 

• Reference to how Kanwaljit Dhillon supports his brother in India by sending money – expressing 
love for the family. 
 

• Kanwaljit Dhillon’s worry over how his children Mehar and Aman are losing touch with their Panjabi 
culture and background. 
 

• Analysis of Deep’s reaction to his brother Kanwaljit’s decision to live permanently in India. 
 

• Analysis of how Deep and his wife react when there is a talk of dividing up the land and property. 
 

• Analysis of how Kanwaljit and Deep’s mother feel when the two brothers decide to divide up the 
home and the land. 
 

• Evaluation of the extent to which the issues represented in the film are typical to Panjabis living 
abroad returning to the Punjab. 
 
 

 
 
 

[40 marks] 
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Or 
 
Question 04.2 
 
nvIM pIfHI we nOjvanA ¥ ]apxe ipCokf nal jofn iv<c izh iPlm ikNnI ku sPl rhI hE ? izs wa ivsQar iv<c ivSleSx 
kro . 
 
 
Possible content 
 

• Reference to Kanwaljit Dhillon’s desire to visit the Punjab and how he misses his family, home and 
the village. 
 

• How he dreams about taking his children Mehar and Aman to the Punjab and his desire for them to 
absorb the experience of their roots and culture. 
 

• Discussion of how Kanwaljit Dhillon is worried that, whilst living in Canada, his children are losing 
out on their Panjabi culture and roots. 

 
• Analysis with specific examples from the film as to how Mehar and his sister Aman start liking life 

in the Punjab and decide to choose their life partners from the Punjab. 
 

• Analysis of the role of Mehar and Aman in the film and how their positive experiences in the 
Punjab influence other young Panjabi people in the audience. 
 

• Evaluation of the extent to which the film has been successful in terms of Panjabi youth living 
abroad being inspired to connect with their Panjabi culture and roots back home.  

 
 
 

 [40 marks] 
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j<t ]EMd jUlI]Et  2: ]nurag isNG 
 
Either 
 
Question 05.1 
 
ivSleSx kro ik has-rs  izs iPlm ¥ sPl bxa[ux iv<c ikveM iZNmevar hE ? 
 
 
Possible content 
 

• Discussion of the the comedy scenes and humourous dialogue punches with specific examples: 
Fateh Singh’s mirror talk, ‘Fateh De Pate’, ‘Hadban te Chaped’ and Shampy Daku’s behaviour. 
 

• Analysis of the importance and success of these comedy scenes in entertaining the film’s 
audience. 

 
• Analysis of the contribution and success  of the actor Diljit Dosanjh’s delivery of the funny scenes 

and dialogues. 
 

• Evaluation of how these  comedy aspects of the film are responsible for its success. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

[40 marks] 
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Or 
 
Question 05.2 
 
izs iPlm wa isrleK iPlm we naizk ]qe naizka we rol nal ik<QoM q<k Du<kwa hE ? [uwahrxA iwNwe hoze jaxkarI BrpUr 
iz<k leK ilKo . 
 
 
Possible content 
 

• Presentation of Fateh Singh and Pooja as the hero and the heroine of the film.  
 

• Explanation and interpretation of the film title ‘Jatt and Juliet 2’ 

 
• Discussion of how Pooja and Fateh Singh’s markedly different characters contribute to the film. 

 
• Analysis of the role of the hero and the heroine in terms of characterisation - Fateh Singh’s typical 

rural Panjabi style and language and Pooja’s Canadian English accent and style. 
 

• Evaluation of the extent to which the title is appropriate to the roles of Fateh Singh and Pooja in the 
film using examples from specific scenes. 
 

 
 
 

[40 marks] 
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