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Mark schemes are prepared by the Principal Examiner and considered, together with the relevant 
questions, by a panel of subject teachers.  This mark scheme includes any amendments made at 
the standardisation meeting attended by all examiners and is the scheme which was used by them 
in this examination.  The standardisation meeting ensures that the mark scheme covers the 
candidates� responses to questions and that every examiner understands and applies it in the 
same correct way.  As preparation for the standardisation meeting each examiner analyses a 
number of candidates� scripts: alternative answers not already covered by the mark scheme are 
discussed at the meeting and legislated for.  If, after this meeting, examiners encounter unusual 
answers which have not been discussed at the meeting they are required to refer these to the 
Principal Examiner.   

It must be stressed that a mark scheme is a working document, in many cases further developed 
and expanded on the basis of candidates� reactions to a particular paper.  Assumptions about 
future mark schemes on the basis of one year�s document should be avoided; whilst the guiding 
principles of assessment remain constant, details will change, depending on the content of a 
particular examination paper. 
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Unit 2 
 
 The assessment objectives will be allocated in the following way. 
 

  % of 
A2 

Marks 

AO2 

AO3 

AO4 

Response to written language 

Knowledge of grammar 

Knowledge of society 

45 

25 

30 

45 

25 

30 

 TOTAL 100 100 

 
 The marks will be allocated in the following way. 

 
 AO2 AO3 AO4 

Section 1a 

Section 1b 

Section 2 

10 

5 

30 

 

5 

20 

 

 

30 
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Section 1 - Notes for answers 
 
Question 1 
 
(a) 

(1) ipMfW iv`c sVkW skUl qy ibjlI dIAW shUlqW 

(2 marks) 

(2) ikswnW leI tRYktr, ibjlI dw smwn Kwd qy hor dvweIAW Awid bxwaun vwly srmweydwr jW snAqkwrW 
� [ 

(2 marks) 

(3) AwVHq dw vpwr, rweIs SYlr qy hor Coty audXog [    

(2 marks) 

(4) kxk qy Jony dIAW PslW  leI pwxI dI dur vrqoN (loV qoN v`D vrqoN) krky pwxI dI QuVH jW kmIN[ 

(2 marks) 

(5) KuS nhIN hn/ duKI hn ; 

(ii) KyqI �coN munwPw nhIN irhw [ 

(iii) KyqI nwl ikswnW dw guzwrw muSkl ho irhw hY [ 

(iv) ikswnW � dlwl qy srmweydwr lok lu`t rhy hn [ 

(v) KyqI krn leI Krcy v`D gey hn [    (2 marks) 

Two any such statements 

Total = 10 marks 
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(b)  Translation from English into Panjabi.  
 
       spweIfrmYn dw smrpx 
 
 ausdy protYst/ros/ivroD nwl vpwr � l`KW pOfW dw nukswn hoieAw (Krcw J`lxw ipAw) Aqy lMfn iv`c kwPI 
trYiPk dI gVbV hoeI [ pr klH Cy idnW ipCoN, ie`k bx rhI iblifMg qy l`gI 100 Pu`t au~cI kryn dI tIsI qy 
spweIfrmYn dy k`pVy pweI bYTw fyivf ic`k, Awpxy Awp Q`ly au~qr AwieAw [ aus� CyqI hI igRPqwr kr ilAw igAw [ 
aus dI aumr 36 swl hY, Aqy auh ies krky ros pRgt kr irhw sI ik aus � AwpxI 4 swl dI aumr dI b`cI � imlx 
qy rok lw id`qI geI sI [ jdoN auh twvr ibR`j ivKy l`gI kryn qoN Q`ly au~qirAw qW ausdy 
sportrW/swQIAW/hmwieqIAW/smrQkW ny qwVIAW vjweIAW [ 
 
spweIfrmYn vwlI frY~s au~qy kwlI jYkt pweI, aus� pulIs APsr/ispwhI AwpxI pulIs vYn vl lY gey, aunHW �coN ie`k 
Ku`lH ky muskrw irhw sI [ ausdy ie`k sportr ny pulIs Gyrw qoV id`qw qy au~cI dy ky ikhw �fyivf ie`k bhwdr/hIro hY,� 
ijs � ie`k vrdI vwly APsr ny POrn kMD nwl k`Tw (gu`C mu`C) kr id`qw [ 
 
imstr ic`k dy ros krky mY~t pulIs � hr roz G`to G`t 10 hzwr pONf dw nukswn hoieAw [ twvr ibRR`j � jwx vwlIAW 
sVkW dy bMd krn nwl motr kwrW vwly 10 mIl lMmI lweIn iv`c Ps gey [ tylr vufroA kMpnI dy sO qoN v`D kwimAW �, 
jo 45 imlIAn pONf dI AwiPs iblifMg qy kMm kr rhy sn, kMm bMd krnw ipAw [ ieh kMpnI brijs ih`l dy imstr 
ic`k qy muk`dmw krn bwry soc rhI hY [ 
 
 

5 + 5 marks (see grids overleaf) 
 

Total = 10 marks 
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For section 1b the following criteria will be used for response to written language (AO2) 
 
 

 Response to Written Language (AO2) 
0-1 

 
 
 

2-3 
 
 
 

4-5 

Passage inaccurately translated; overall meaning not conveyed 
successfully; the sentences are mainly a �word for word� 
translation, poor spelling. 
 
Many contain a number of errors, 3-4 substantial ones, but central 
meaning is conveyed.  The sentences reveal some fluency and 
some awareness of appropriate style. 
 
May contain a few errors in style, but central meaning is 
substantially conveyed; good to excellent command of the main 
areas of awareness of appropriate style. 
 

 
 
 
For section 1b the following criteria will be used for knowledge of grammar (AO3) 
 

 Knowledge of Grammar (AO3) 
0-1 

 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 

Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede 
comprehension. 
 
Evidence of gaps in basic grammar.  Common structures are not 
sound and some irregular verbs are suspect. 
 
The grammatical structures are known but success in applying 
them is inconsistent, especially in less common structures. 
 
Grammar is sound.  Tenses and agreements are reliable and errors 
occur only in the most difficult areas. 
 
The grammatical structures in the specification are used 
accurately.  There are a few errors and these are of a minor nature. 
 

 

Total for Section 1 = 20 marks 
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Section 2 
 
Literary Topics 
 
Notes for Answers 
 
These notes are only guidelines for the examiner, showing how a candidate is expected to develop his/her 
essay.  When applying the marking criteria, the accuracy or the relevance of the material in the 
candidate�s written answer/essay will be subject to these guidance notes.   
 
Question 2 
 
(a) Candidates are expected to name any one British Panjabi short story writer and the book of 

his/her stories they have read thoroughly. They will then write an introduction to this book in the 
form of an essay, which may include a number of items e.g. number of stories, naming as many 
as they can, and saying a few words about each of the named stories i.e. what is it about and 
whether they liked it or not; or any similar information which they think appropriate to mention 
in their essay.  However, any essay which picks up only one or two titles and then narrates simply 
a story will be regarded as missing the point. 

 
(b) This question requires candidates first to say a few words about any British Panjabi short story 

writer, and then name any two of his/her stories.  From each of the named stories they will 
identify one main character in order to write a comparative commentary on the two characters, 
bringing out any strengths, weaknesses, similarities and differences.  Again, narration of a story 
in this essay will be regarded as inappropriate.  
 

Question 3 

(a) In their answer candidates are expected to explain fully the reasons which attracted or influenced 
them to choose the topic of the �Panjabi Novel� for their study.  A good essay will illustrate their 
answer with some examples from the novel or novels they studied for this topic.  

 
(b) This question requires candidates to comment critically on any one incident in the novel they 

studied which they did not like; and then make some suggestions to the writer as to how that 
incident could have been described or dealt with better.  A good essay will depend upon the 
candidate�s thorough study of the novel, as comments on any incident without reference to the 
rest of story in the novel would not make a complete answer. 
 

Question 4 
 
(a) This essay to based on a statement which says that writing an autobiography is the  easiest and 

self-promoting literary skill.  Candidates are asked to comment on this statement, arguing as to 
what extent they agree with it.  It is expected that a good answer will depend upon the candidate�s 
knowledge of the topic and a thorough study of at least one book of autobiography. 
 

 
(b) In this question candidates have the opportunity to name any one book of autobiography which 

they have studied and write a brief commentary either about the book or its author.  The contents 
of the essay/commentary may include such items as a brief life sketch of the writer, the main 
features of his/her character/life style or a critical review of the book.  In any case, a good essay 
should start with the proper introduction of the writer and his/her book. 
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Question 5 
 
(a) This essay requires candidates to make an informed commentary about the economic progress in 

the state of the Panjab (India), especially with reference to the contributions made by Panjabi 
migrants living abroad e.g. in Britain, Canada, U.S.A. etc. as well as those migrants from other 
states of India who have come to live and work in the Panjab. A good essay will explore the ways 
as to how each type of migrant has been able to contribute towards the economic progress of this 
state. 

 

(b) This essay is about the means of transport and travel in the Panjab. The question requires 
candidates to write their answer on the basis of either their own personal experience resulting 
from a visit, or information gained from their friends or relatives, or from their study of a 
documentary film, newspaper or a book.  It may be that different candidates may have different 
experience or information regarding this  topic, but all are expected to say a few words about the 
variety of transport e.g. paddle rickshaws, auto rickshaws, buses, coaches, trains, lorries and the 
condition of the roads and vehicles as well as facilities and accidents etc.  

 

Question 6 
 
(a) This question requires candidates to write an essay on the subject of the downfall of the Sikh 

Empire in the Panjab in the mid 19th century.  The essay should be based on the proper study of a 
book.  The contents of the essay should include historical facts such as the scheming of Dogra 
Sardars after the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, the rivalry of successors to the throne, the 
struggle for supremacy by the Sandha-Walia Sardars and other military generals, the conniving 
and cunning of the British officials, the deteriorating discipline among the Khalsa forces etc. 

 
(b) (i) In this question candidates have a choice for their essay.  One is about the invasions of 

the Ahmad Shah Abdali (Durani), the king of Afghanistan.  Between 1748-68  Abdali 
invaded the Panjab on ten occasions, but never stayed there for more than six months.  
The main purpose of his invasions was to establish Afghanistan�s supremacy over the 
Governments of Lahore, Multan, Sirhind and Kashmir and collect as much of the state�s 
revenue as possible.  On two occasions at least he was able to go beyond the Panjab and 
subdue the ruler of Delhi, returning with loads of riches for himself and his soldiers, who 
freely plundered and looted the civilian population of the cities and towns on their course.  
However, each time while returning to Kabul or to Kandhar, he was much disturbed by 
the activities of the Sikhs, who tried to snatch away some of his booty by means of 
tactical guerrilla attacks.  In 1762, annoyed and irritated, he was able to entice the Sikh 
chiefs into a trap, killing more than 20,000 of their soldiers and families, and demolishing 
their sacred shrines at Amritsar. 

 
(ii) This essay refers to the events leading to the death (martyrdom) of the four sons of Guru 

Gobind Singh at the beginning of the 18th century, giving a brief account of how the two 
elder ones (in their early teens) died fighting the Mughal armies in the battle of 
Chamkaur Sahib; whereas the two younger ones, aged under ten, were captured with their 
grandmother and then bricked-up alive at the orders of the governor of Sirhind. 

 



Culture and Society � AQA GCE Mark Scheme, 2005 June series 

8 

 
Question 7 
 
(a) This question requires candidates to write an informed essay surveying the place or position of 

the Panjabi community in Britain in the last twenty years, especially with reference to their 
participation and contribution in the political field.  It is hoped that candidates who have chosen 
the study of this topic in depth would be able to mention the fact that the Panjabi community in 
Britain is showing an active interest, both in local Government Councils, as well as in the 
national parliamentary elections.  (There are at least four MPs, two lords in the Houses of 
Parliament and over a dozen Mayors and scores of Councillors in various Town Halls belonging 
to the Panjabi community.) 

 
(b) In their answers candidates are expected to point out clearly that in Britain, although the Sikh 

community is generally regarded as synonymous with the Panjabi community, nevertheless a 
significant number of Hindus as well as some Buddhists, Christians and Muslims also belong to 
the Panjabi community from India.  Candidates are expected to mention that all these Panjabis 
belonging to different faith groups have certain common features e.g. the land of origin, the 
Panjabi language, a common culture or way of life, sharing and  enjoying the same jokes, stories, 
food, fun and fairs.  But the question is how these different groups of Panjabis go about their 
social relations with eachother e.g. the celebration of festivals, social occasions, visits, marriages, 
birthday parties etc.  It is expected that in their essay different candidates may have different 
views, depending upon their personal perceptions and family experiences. 
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Topics/Essays 
 
Only two questions/essays to be selected, each to be marked according to the following criteria. 
 
 
 (i) Knowledge of Society   = 15 marks (AO4) 
 (ii) Reaction/Response   = 15 marks (AO2) 
 (iii) Knowledge of Grammar  = 10 marks (AO3) 
 

 Knowledge of Society (AO4) 
0-1 

 
 

2-4 
 
 
 

5-7 
 
 

8-11 
 
 
 

12-15 

The answer shows no relevance to the topics/texts/question.  A zero score will 
automatically result in a zero score for the answer as a whole. 
 
Demonstrates only limited knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts.  
Limited range of sources and evidence.  Superficial examples. 
 
Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts.  Source 
material and evidence is not always well used. 
 
Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts.  A 
good range of sources and guidance is used and the answer is generally 
relevant to the topic/question. 
 
Demonstrates a thorough knowledge and understanding of the topics/texts 
with a wide range of sources and evidence used.  The answer is relevant and is 
wide-ranging in its treatment of the topics/texts/question. 
 

 
 Reaction/Response (AO2) 

0-1 
 

2-4 
 
 

5-7 
 
 
 

8-11 
 
 

12-15 

Little or no reaction.  No real illustration or justification. 
 
Little relevant reaction/opinion/evaluation, generally factual or descriptive, 
lacks structure and order. 
 
Some evaluation evident, but relies on received ideas with little personal 
opinion.  Some attempts at structure.  Ideas generally not well supported. 
 
Some attempt at evaluation and some personal reaction, not always 
convincingly justified.  Clear structure and logical progression. 
 
A good range of points evaluated with conclusions.  Clear evidence of 
personal reaction, well illustrated/justified.  Well balanced and coherent. 
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 Knowledge of Grammar (AO3) 
0-2 
 
3-4 
 
 
5-6 
 
 
7-8 
 
 
9-10 

Errors are elementary and so numerous as to impede. 
 
Evidence of gaps in basic grammar.  Common structures are not sound and 
some irregular verbs are suspect. 
 
The grammatical structures are known but success in applying them is 
inconsistent, especially in less common structures. 
 
Grammar is sound.  Tenses and agreements are reliable and errors occur only 
in the most difficult areas. 
 
The grammatical structures in the specification are used accurately.  There are 
a few errors and these are of a minor nature. 
 

 
 

Total for Section 2 = 40 marks x 2 = 80 marks 

Total for Unit 2 = 100 marks 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


