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Either,

 (a) Ravel described his own music as having a classical simplicity.

  Discuss Ravel’s musical style in the light of this observation.

  You should refer to representative works by Ravel, both vocal and instrumental, in your 
discussion. [25]

Or,

 (b) Many commentators have remarked on Shostakovich’s use of a mixture of conflicting, 
even incompatible, musical features, often within a single work.

  Give an account of Shostakovich’s musical style in the light of this observation.

  You should refer to representative works by Shostakovich, both vocal and instrumental, 
in your discussion. [25]

Or,

 (c) When asked in an interview to what extent he considered himself to be a Welsh 
composer, Mathias answered that it would be difficult for him to point to anything that 
was specifically Welsh in his music.

  In the light of this remark, what influences do you consider are apparent in Mathias’ 
musical style?

  You should refer to representative works by Mathias, both vocal and instrumental, in 
your discussion. [25]
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