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Either,

(a) Ravel is considered as one of the foremost composers for the piano in the twentieth century.
Give an account of the composer’s music for solo piano, explaining why it is so highly
regarded and indicating which different aspects of his musical style are in evidence in the
music. [25]

or,

(b) In her book on the symphony, Louise Cuyler described Shostakovich as the “most
successful Russian symphonist of the twentieth century”. Give an account of
Shostakovich’s symphonies, indicating how they exhibit the different aspects of his musical
style. [25]

or,

(c) Mathias’ music has occasionally been criticised for being “too popular”. What features of
Mathias’ musical style do you think could account for this evaluation of his output, and to
what extent do you agree with it? Support your answer with reference to relevant works. [25]
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