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New A Level Music
H142 and H542 replacing 3872 and 7872

Information for OCR centres transferring to new specifications for first teaching
in September 2008

This document maps the current A Level Music specification to the new specification for first teaching
in September 2008. It includes information on the changes, support available and an outline of the
new specification. It is intended to help ease the transition for Heads of Department and Teachers
involved in the teaching of Music

The full specification is available online along with a short questionnaire enabling you to share your
comments on the specification and help shape the materials developed to support it. For more
information including answers to frequently asked questions visit www.ocr.org.uk/14-19alevels

Current specification — mapping the changes page 2

Outline specification for first teaching September 2008 page 3

QCA have stipulated that:

o The number of units required to achieve GCE A level can remain at 6 for the Music specifications;
and

« Stretch and Challenge style questions are to be introduced into A2 assessment.

1
July 2007

14-19 CHANGES

A LEVEL

J

Y170a 0710




Mapping the changes to the A Level Music specification
OCR for first teaching September 2008

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT H142 and H542 replacing 3872 and 7872

A LEVEL

Candidates must complete six units; three mandatory units at AS and three mandatory units at A2.

b The full specification is available online at www.ocr.org.uk/14-19alevels
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OCR& New A Level Music specification for first teaching September 2008

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT H142 and H542 repladng 3872 and 7872 rfgvc?:\NGEs
Candidates must complete six units; three mandatory units at AS and three mandatory units at A2.

Benefits to me and my learners

« This specification retains visiting examination for the performance units in recognition of the fact that
candidates need to perform in alive’ context.

» The combined percentage weighting for the two performance units has increased from 33% to 40% in
recognition of centre preferences and the fact that performing lies at the very core of this subject.

« The popular synoptic element provided by the Performance Investigation in the A2 Performance unit
has been retained in spirit by substituting a viva voce, for which the candidates will prepare by
completing the OCR pro-forma found in Appendix C of the new specification.

« Those candidates whose performing preferences require an element of improvisation have been catered
for in the assessment criteria for the two Performance units and by the inclusion of an improvisation
option in Section B of the AS Performing unit.

 The composing option in Section B of the AS Performing unit has been retained for the benefit of those
performers who are also strong composers.

« The assessment of the A2 Composing unit will now align with that of the AS Composing unit — by
teacher assessed portfolio. These two will be moderated together, bringing a closer focus to the
developing talents of composers.

3 The full specification is available online at www.ocr.org.uk/14-19alevels
July 2007



