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The following example shows a possible approach to writing an annotation for
a Brief B composition.



AS Level Music Composition

For my composition, i have chosen to write a song in a progressive rock/metal
style, taking into account several influences. My main influences for this piece,
however, were the bands Dream Theater, Foo Fighters and Muse. I chose to keep this
song as an instrumental (without vocals) as several of my favourite songs use this
style to great effect, such as Hurry Up by Paul Gilbert and Overture 1928 by Dream
Theater. [ also chose to stay within a standard song format, but strayed slightly from
the more common structure of introduction/verse/chorus/verse/chorus. I decided to
introduce other sections, such as breakdowns and twin guitar lead sections, to keep
this piece interesting and individual. The structure of this piece, as well as the
melodic, harmonic and rhythmic features, are further explained in an annotated

hY

screenshot.
I have composed this song for a small ensemble, consisting of between 5 and 8

musicians. To achieve a variety of timbres, however, I have taken into account that
members of a proggressive rock/metal band will often cover more than one
instrument, thus allowing for there to be four different keyboard parts (piano, organ,
synth lead and synth strings) that could easily be played or triggered by the one
musician. Moreover, there are three main guitar parts that would usually be covered
by three guitarists, but it is common for progressive rock/metal bands to layer guitar
parts in the studio and play a simplified arrangement live, and so i have included a
clean guitar part and the possibility that all four parts could easily be arranged into
two. It is also notable that it is only infrequently that the four guitar parts (or four
keyboard parts) actually play at the same time.

I chose to record my composition on Cubase 4, a very popular software that
many bands and musicians use to record their music. I did so to try and give across
the image of a studio recorded song that would be included on a progressive
rock/metal bands album. However, as i had limited time and resources, 1 chose only to
record the guitar parts myself, and simply sequenced all the other parts. This still,
however, gives across a studio produced effect thanks to the high quality of the
synthesizers used on the other parts. All the guitar parts were played in by myself,
using just a guitar (an Ibanez GAX75) and a computer recording interface. Normally i
would record the guitar parts through a guitar amplifier and a quality microphone,
however this would have been impractical given the time constraints. All the guitar
parts were put through a software amplifer simulator so to achieve the tones i was
looking for (in that distortion or overdrive were added to the three main guitar parts).
Furthermore, a chorus effect was added to the clean guitar part so to give it a spacey,
eerie timbre. .

I chose to write this piece in the key of G minor, as i decided to tune my guitar
down a step from standard concert pitch to give a darker timbre to the parts (as one of
my influences, the band Mastodon, often do), and the choice of tonality was to add to
this dark, moody timbre i was looking for. Moreover, with a guitar tuned down a step
G minor features several accesible and easily useable chord and scale shapes, and this
is essential to a guitarists ability to compose and play a piece (certain keys and modes
make for very difficult and sometimes less effective guitar parts due to the nature of
the instrument).
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