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Introduction

The paper appeared to be more accessible for the cohort compared with the first ‘full’ series 
in 2019. This is testament to the detailed preparations on the part of candidates and their 
teachers.

There were very few blank responses on either short or extended responses. An extremely 
limited number of candidates appeared to run out of time, whereas there were many blank 
question Q5 and Q6 responses previously.

A notable improvement was candidates’ inclusion of song-specific detail in Q6, to access 
marks allocated to AO3. In 2019, far fewer candidates attempted to extract relevant features 
from the stimulus song.

Spurred on by the Advance Information provided to centres and their candidates, discussion 
of development of the chosen process throughout the history of music technology in Q6 was 
typically thoroughly prepared and exhaustive.
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Question 1 (a)

The vast majority of candidates gained 2-3 marks in Q1a.

Frequent errors were not realising that the arpeggiated bass was not 100% hard panned and 
confusion between hi-hats and cabasa/shaker in the mix.

A few candidates seemed to be wearing their headphones the wrong way around.

A response achieving full marks.

This candidate identifies the correct position for each track/instrument, 
noting that the arpeggiated bass synth was not 100% hard panned.

Total: 3 Marks

Ensure your headphones are on the correct way around!
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Question 1 (c)

The majority of candidates gained 1-2 marks here.

Credit was given for a number of relevant production features.

This example shows a limited response.

This candidate gains 1 mark for the identification of the chorus effect.

Total: 1 Mark

Aways check the mark allocation – here, at least two points need to be 
given
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This response receives full marks.

Marks are given for:
flanger (1)
distortion (1)
Total: 2 Marks

Use bullets to make points concisely
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Question 1 (d)

There was good differentiation of candidates' responses observed, with more limited 
responses citing tight rhythms/quantise for 1 mark.

More detailed responses covered several relevant technical features included in the mark 
scheme.

A very small number of candidates misunderstood the 'describe' command word: instead, 
they provided a qualitative evaluation of sequencing within the song (or the topic of 
sequencing in general).

Full marks are awarded for this successful response, as follows:

Quantise (1)
Use of drum machine (1)
Fixed velocities (1)
Looping (1)

Total: 4 Marks
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Question 2 (a)

This question proved surprisingly challenging for most candidates.

Incorrect responses often featured the Hammond organ.

Please refer to Section 3.2 of the component's subject content, in the specification.
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Question 2 (b)(iii)

This question was challenging and gave a good insight into candidates’ technical knowledge.

Relatively few candidates were able to offer sufficient technical detail to identify a method 
that would have resulted in the particular sound.

This example shows a credit-worthy response.

The candidate gives assured technical detail.

Total: 1 Mark
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Question 2 (c)

A range of marks was observed, with the most technical responses gaining 3 marks for 
describing the whole process.

Limited responses made mention of tape, for 1 mark.

A full marks response

This example demonstrates a full-marks response.

The candidate describes an entire, valid process for achieving the 
reversed sounds.

The description in this response of how the tape direction is changed is 
far better than a response saying only: 'play the tape in reverse'.

Total: 3 Marks

Describe how a technical process works.
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Question 2 (d)(i)

Most candidates identified the problem of peaks/clipping.

Incorrect responses frequently referred to timing issues.

Distortion is identified correctly.

Total: 1 Mark
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Question 2 (d)(ii)

Nearly all candidates identified an appropriate process/method for overcoming the issue 
when mixing in a DAW.

Accompanying explanations, however, frequently needed greater technical detail or 
description of the effect.

This is a full-marks response – volume automation.

The candidate identifies volume automation correctly as a relevant 
method and then explains that it should be applied only to the 
problematic section within the song.

Total: 2 Marks
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A more limited response – compression

Compression identified as a valid method/process but there is not 
sufficient detail – or parameter settings – in the explanation.
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Question 3 (a)

Whilst the majority of candidates were able to identify an appropriate feedback percentage 
for the second row, few candidates understood the relationship between Hz and seconds.

Please refer to the Numeracy section (2.3) of the component subject content.

Both values were within the allowed ranges in the mark scheme, 
achieving both marks.

Total: 2 Marks
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Question 3 (b)

Candidates were broadly successful here, but there were some issues with candidates not 
clarifying to which of the two sections they were referring.

This is a full marks, clear response.

The candidate makes two valid points and is careful to clarify to which 
section they are referring, for each.

Total: 2 Marks

Clarify to which section you are referring, in your response

Question 3 (c)

The majority of candidates were correct in their responses to this question.

Question 3 (d)

There was a wide variety of responses – this question was more challenging than Q3c.

Candidates need to understand the difference in sound between different filter types.
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Question 3 (e)

There was a wide variety of response quality, but it was encouraging to read many that 
explained the entire process, from the guitar output jack right through to the amp simulator 
plug-in, within the DAW.

This candidate reaches the maximum of 2 marks, mentioning a DI box, 
jack cable plus the XLR cable running from the output of the DI box.

Total: 2 Marks
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Question 3 (f)

Nearly all candidates gained at least 1mark, identifying compression/limiting as the process, 
correctly .

Fewer were able to offer an explanation with sufficient parameter detail or discussion of the 
effect on the sound/signal.

Explain items usually require a point and accompanying explanation.

Explanations should cover the parameter settings required, and/or the resulting effect upon 
the sound.

The candidate receives both marks for this response.

A valid AO3 point, reinforced with multiple appropriate parameter 
settings for AO4.

Total: 2 Marks
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Question 4 (a)

The majority of candidates knew the correct answer.

Frequent incorrect responses cited 'blues' and 'soul'.

Please refer to page 35 of the specification for the Music styles list.

Question 4 (b)

This question was answered well, on the whole.

Some candidates placed the piano too far forward, gaining 2, of the possible 3, marks.

Candidates are reminded that they must label the instrument names, as per the example 
provided.

Question 4 (c)

Most candidates were able to offer a suitable process for AO3.

Mid and high level candidates were also able to explain the effect or relevance for AO4.

The candidate named a valid process for AO3 and justified why it was 
needed for AO4, gaining both marks.

Total: 2 Marks
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Question 4 (d)

Candidates found this question challenging, frequently identifying problems that would not 
necessarily be encountered when capturing those specific instruments.

Many candidates were able to identify 'clipping' as an issue, and could explain how to  
avoid it.

Far fewer candidates were able also to explain a challenge/solution for the second 
instrument.

A challenge was identified for each instrument (AO3) accompanied by 
a valid solution for AO4, gaining full marks.

Total: 4 Marks

Identify two different challenges: avoid duplication in your answers
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Question 5

There was a wide variety of response quality, meaning the item performed well. However, the 
role of the Advance Information meant that some candidates concentrated primarily on key 
differences between the two eras, rather than concentrating on the two songs.

Level 1 (1-3) responses tended to be extremely brief and usually limited to a few valid AO3 
points
Level 2 (4-6) demonstrated a slight improvement in scope and detail, although principally 
limited to AO3 points, rather than explaining parameters and/or effect for each feature
Level 3 (7-9) responses had some clear detail, but this tended to be very general, or have 
strong AO3 but limited AO4 depth of explanation. There was much detail that matched the 
era in a general way and was not specific to the stimulus songs
Level 4 (10-12) responses were detailed and covered most/all aspects of production. There 
was a slight limitation in depth of explanation
Level 5 (13-15) responses were highly detailed, without limitation of scope; assured 
expertise and most/all aspects were explained in depth
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This is a limited response.

This response sits at the bottom of Level 2.

There is limited detail, aside from some general points connected to 
the respective eras of the songs.

Level 2

Total: 4 Marks
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This concise Level 5 response considers a number of aspects of each 
production, matching points with brief – yet effective – explanations.

Total: 15 Marks

Use tabular form and bullet points to convey information more 
efficiently
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Question 6

A wide variation of response quality was observed for Q6.

Low-level responses tended to be strong on the later development section for AO4 but 
were limited to 1-2 AO3 marks for identifying song-specific reverb features
Mid-level responses achieved close-to full marks on AO4 and identified 3-4 points for AO3, 
when identifying which reverb types/parameters were used in the stimulus song
High-level responses achieved full marks on the AO4 component and also 4-5 AO3 marks
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This is a high level response.

The candidate first makes a number of relevant observations regarding 
a number of reverb types (and associated settings) within the stimulus 
song.

This is the AO3 aspect of the question, for which 5 marks are allocated. 

Accompanying explanations are mostly assured and the second part of 
the question gives great detail too, leading to a very strong AO4 
component.

Total: 20 Marks

Use sub-headings, bullet points and AO3/AO4 columns if preferred
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance in this year's examination, candidates are advised to:

refer to the subject content and Music Styles list from the Component 3 section of the 
specification
familiarise themselves with the command word taxonomy, in particular, the difference 
between the 'describe' and 'explain' commands
use tabular formats and subheadings (as preferred) when responding to each item, 
including extended responses. There is no requirement to write in continuous prose
give an account of the effect on the sound and/or parameter settings that may have been 
used when explaining points
be as specific as possible when describing parameter names/settings, particularly in 
regard to synthesisers
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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