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Answer Question 1 and either Question 2 or Question 3.

1. Look at the resource material on page 3. They show images of celebrities.
Read the following statements and then answer the questions that follow.

“Media representations of the elderly usually carry negative connotations. These images are rarely
positive. They lack realism.”

“Older celebrities continue to have a star image and, despite their age, continue to be popular.”

(a) Define two of the underlined words or phrases.  [6]

(b) A new character is to be introduced into an established television soap opera. The character
is to be over 50 years old.

• Give your character a name.
• Briefly outline their first major storyline.
• Is your character typical or challenging of representations of older people in

soap operas? [8]

(c) The images in the resource material on page 3 represent older celebrities positively. How far
is this typical of the representations of older people in the media today? [11]

Answer either Question 2 or Question 3.

Either,

2. (a) What do you understand by the term moral panic? [6]

(b) Outline and briefly explain any two moral panics you have studied. [8]

(c) Explain how audiences may respond differently to the same moral panic. [11]

Or,

3. (a) It is often claimed that media texts contain a preferred reading. What do you understand by
this term? [4]

(b) How far do you think audiences accept the preferred reading of a media text? [9]

(c) Show how any media text you have enjoyed (e.g., a film, a cd, a computer game, a
television programme) can be interpreted in different ways. [12]
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