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Marking Notation 
 

Examiners are reminded that it is essential to notate while marking. It is not enough to 
tick every page of writing. Candidates can now ask to see their papers and they have 
the right to see how and why the mark their work was given was arrived at.  
 
There follows a list of notations you should use. These should be written in the left 
hand margin alongside the relevant point to which they refer: 
 

  Good point made 
  Very good point made 

 
L  Media Language 
R  Representation 
A  Audience 
Inst  Media Institution 
G  Genre 
N  Narrative 
V/I  Values and Ideology 
 
Th  Theory 
MD  Media issue/debate 
WC  wider contexts 
 
Eg  Example  
T  Terminology 
F  Focus on question 
 
Rept  Repetition 
?  Questionable Point 
Desc  Description 
( )  Weak/undeveloped point 
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Commentary 
 
 
CANDIDATE A 

1. Sophisticated and detailed analysis and evaluation. Very good critical autonomy. 
Sophisticated understanding of representations. A wide range of points. Detailed 
references to texts. 
Level 4 
 

2. Sophisticated and detailed. Very good critical autonomy. Sound media issues, 
debates, theory. Range of examples. 
Level 4 
 

3. Proficient analysis and evaluation. Does lose focus on ‘control’ at times. Good 
critical autonomy. Proficient media issues, debates, theory - a range. Supports 
points with a range of examples. 
Level 3 
 

4. Comprehensive and detailed. Sophistication shown in advantages and 
disadvantages and explanation after points. Clear focus on question throughout. 
Answer supported by really wider range of examples. Detailed case study 
showing clear evidence of individual study.  Sophisticated media debates, 
theories and wider contexts. 
Level 4 

 
 
CANDIATE B 

1. A good analysis at times, but loses focus on representation. Is some proficient 
level of evaluation of representation in some of answer. 
Level 2 

2. Some sophisticated evaluation. Very good critical autonomy in opinions. Very 
good media debates and application of theory.  
Level 4 

3. Sophisticated evaluation. Wide range of media debates, theory and wider 
contexts applied. Good sense of debate 
Level 4.  

4. Comprehensive, with wide range and variety of detailed examples. Detailed case 
study showing clear evidence of individual study. Good media debates, theories 
and wider contexts, a wide range of relevant points applied. Good critical 
autonomy. Good focus on the question and evaluation throughout.  
Level 4 
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