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Introduction:

In this synoptic unit candidates must demonstrate their understanding of the connections between the
different elements of the specification. In order to do this candidates will be expected to produce
evidence of their attainment of the broad objectives of the specification — critical autonomy and media
literacy — through the comparative analysis of texts. They will be required to analyse, explain and
account for the similarities and differences between media texts. To do this satisfactorily candidates
will need to:

(i) demonstrate their critical reading abilities using the Key Concepts
(i) draw upon their knowledge of major ideas, theories, debates and information

(ii1) use their knowledge of a range of relevant contextual factors.

The aim of this unit, is to provide candidates with the opportunity to draw together, and make
connections between, the different elements of their course of study. This will be necessary in order
to achieve the required depth of analysis demanded by this module, and in order to explain and
account for the similarities and differences between media texts.

This unit is assessed through the following Assessment Objectives:

A01  demonstrate knowledge and application of the Key Concepts employed within Media Studies
and the evaluation of texts and ideas using the Key Concepts

A02 demonstrate knowledge and application of the wider contexts (historical, social, political,
economic) relevant to Media Studies

A03i demonstrate knowledge, application and evaluation of major ideas, theories, debates and
information relevant to the study of contemporary media

AO03ii demonstrate the ability to analyse critically and comparatively a range of texts to determine
and account for their similarities and differences

The weighting for these assessment objectives is as follows:

Weighting of Assessment Objectives
A01 5%

A02 2 %%

A03i 2 %%

A03ii 5%

Total 15%

These weightings should be borne in mind when marking candidates’ scripts.
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Texts: Promotional Trailers for two computer games

Simpsons: Hit & Run — Vivendi Universal
Grand Theft Auto 11 — RockStar Games (part of Take2 Interactive)

Both trailers are made in Flash for distribution on the web, on interactive CDROMS, included as

promos with other games and materials and also for showing in games retail outlets etc. Neither
trailer is interactive.

On this examination paper candidates are required to consider:

e KEY CONCEPTS

e  WIDER CONTEXTS

e APPLICATION OF THEORY
e SYNOPTICITY

e  WEIGHTING OF ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
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General Marking Criteria

Level 6 51 — 60 marks

Candidates make extensive use of their learning at AS and A2 levels in responding to the texts, with
sophisticated knowledge and application of wider contexts relevant to the materials.

There is also very good evidence of critical autonomy - the ability to make individual judgements
informed by relevant theories, issues and debates.

Evidence of a very good synoptic ability (drawing together theories, issues and debates from different
parts of the specification) in making effective textual readings and comparisons based on a
comprehensive understanding and application of all relevant Key Concepts.

Candidates show a sophisticated identification of the similarities and differences between the two
texts, in a well structured and engaged response showing a very clear understanding of the form and
function of the different materials.

Level 5 41 — 50 marks

Candidates make use of their learning at AS and A2 levels in responding to the texts, with good
knowledge and application of wider contexts relevant to the materials.

There is also good evidence of critical autonomy - the ability to make individual judgements informed
by relevant theories, issues and debates.

Evidence of a good synoptic ability (drawing together theories, issues and debates from different parts
of the specification) in making effective textual readings and comparisons based on a clear
understanding and application of all relevant Key Concepts.

Candidates show a good identification of the similarities and differences between the two texts, in a
fluent and engaged response showing a clear understanding of the form and function of the different
materials.

Level 4 31 — 40 marks

Candidates make some use of their learning at AS and A2 levels in responding to the texts, with sound
knowledge and application of some wider contexts relevant to the materials.

There is also a reasonable sense of critical autonomy - the ability to make individual judgements
informed by relevant theories, issues and debates.

Evidence of some synoptic ability (drawing together theories, issues and debates from different parts
of the specification) in making textual readings and comparisons, although these may not be fully
developed, based on a sound understanding and application of most relevant Key Concepts.

Candidates show a sound identification of the similarities and differences between the two texts, in a
structured response showing some understanding of the form and function of the different materials,
although they may concentrate on some parts of the texts to the exclusion of others.
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Level 3 21 —30 marks

Candidates make limited use of their learning at AS and A2 levels in responding to the texts, with
limited knowledge and application of wider contexts relevant to the materials.

There is also implicit evidence of some critical autonomy - the ability to make individual judgements
informed by relevant theories, issues and debates.

Evidence of limited synoptic ability (drawing together theories, issues and debates from different
parts of the specification) in making textual readings and/or comparisons with some reference to Key
Concepts.

Candidates show some identification of the similarities and differences between the two texts in a
straightforward response, with some limited reference to the texts.

Level 2 11 —20 marks

There is weak evidence of critical autonomy — the ability to make individual judgements informed by
relevant theories, issues and debates.

Little evidence of synoptic ability (drawing together theories, issues and debates from different parts
of the specification) or reference to Key Concepts.

Candidates offer some discussion of the similarities and differences between the two texts.

Levell 0-10 marks

There may be some points of analysis to credit here, but answers may be primarily descriptive or may
fail to engage with the materials.




