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A2 MEDIA STUDIES (MED4) 
 

MARK SCHEME � JANUARY 2005 
 
 
This unit addresses the following assessment objectives: 
 
A01 demonstrate knowledge and application of the Key Concepts employed within Media Studies, 
 and the evaluation of texts and ideas using Key Concepts 
 
A02 demonstrate knowledge and application of the wider contexts (historical, social, political, 
 economic) relevant to Media Studies 
 
A03i demonstrate knowledge, application and evaluation of major ideas, theories, debates and 
 information relevant to the study of contemporary media. 
 
 
 
Weighting of Assessment Objectives 
A01 2 ½ % 
A02 7 ½ % 
A03i 5 % 
Total 15 % 
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Question 1(a)   (30 marks) 
 
Discuss the impact of recent changes in the production and presentation of news. 
 
 
Level 6  (26-30 marks) 
 
The answer shows confident and appropriate discussion, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides detailed illustration which demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about recent changes in the 
production and presentation of news.  An engaged response, clearly organised and presented, with 
detailed and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 5  (21-25 marks) 
 
The answer shows competent and appropriate personal discussion, references a wide range of 
contextual influences and provides competent illustration which demonstrates proficient knowledge 
and understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about recent changes in the 
production and presentation of news.  An engaged personal response, well organised and presented, 
with competent and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 4  (16-20 marks) 
 
The answer shows sound personal discussion, references a range of contextual influences and 
provides sound illustration which demonstrates solid knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about recent changes in the production and presentation of news.  A 
generally sound personal response, competently organised and presented, with sound exemplification. 
 
Level 3  (11-15 marks) 
 
The answer shows some personal discussion based on a consideration of contextual factors and 
provides some illustration which demonstrates sketchy knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about recent changes in the production and presentation of news.  A 
simple personal response, competently organised with some relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 2  (6-10 marks) 
 
Illustration is basic with little or no knowledge or understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or 
information about recent changes in the production and presentation of news.  A superficial and/or 
confused response with little relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 1  (0-5 marks) 
 
There may be one or two isolated points of some relevance such as some knowledge or application of 
Key Concepts, any attempt to answer the question or any exemplification.  The answer shows next to 
no awareness of any ideas, theories, debates or information about recent changes in the production 
and presentation of news. 
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Question 1(b)  (30 marks) 
 
Which factors cause the news agenda to differ from day to day? 
 
 
Level 6  (26-30 marks) 
 
The answer shows confident and appropriate analysis, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides detailed illustration which demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about the process of news selection 
and why it varies from day to day.  An engaged response, clearly organised and presented, with 
detailed and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 5  (21-25 marks) 
 
The answer shows competent and appropriate personal analysis, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides competent illustration which demonstrates proficient knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about the process of news selection 
and why it varies from day to day.  An engaged personal response, well organised and presented, with 
competent and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 4  (16-20 marks) 
 
The answer shows sound personal analysis, references a range of contextual influences and provides 
sound illustration which demonstrates solid knowledge and understanding of current ideas, theories, 
debates or information about the process of news selection and why it varies from day to day.  A 
generally sound personal response, competently organised and presented, with sound exemplification. 
 
Level 3  (11-15 marks) 
 
The answer shows some personal analysis based on a consideration of contextual factors and provides 
some illustration which demonstrates sketchy knowledge and understanding of current ideas, theories, 
debates or information about the process of news selection and why it varies from day to day.  A 
simple personal response, competently organised with some relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 2  (6-10 marks) 
 
Illustration is basic with little or no knowledge or understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or 
information about the process of news selection and why it varies from day to day.  A superficial 
and/or confused response with little relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 1  (0-5 marks) 
 
There may be one or two isolated points of some relevance such as some knowledge or application of 
Key Concepts, any attempt to answer the question or any exemplification.  The answer shows next to 
no awareness of any ideas, theories, debates or information about the process of news selection and 
why it varies from day to day. 
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Question 2(a)  (30 marks) 
 
�Stereotypes can be very powerful and trigger strong emotional responses.� 
 
Discuss with reference to a range of texts. 
 
 
Level 6  (26-30 marks) 
 
The answer shows confident and appropriate discussion, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides detailed illustration which demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about how and why stereotypes 
trigger emotional responses.  An engaged response, clearly organised and presented, with detailed and 
appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 5  (21-25 marks) 
 
The answer shows competent and appropriate personal discussion, references a wide range of 
contextual influences and provides competent illustration which demonstrates proficient knowledge 
and understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about how and why stereotypes 
trigger emotional responses.  An engaged personal response, well organised and presented, with 
competent and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 4  (16-20 marks) 
 
The answer shows sound personal discussion, references a range of contextual influences and 
provides sound illustration which demonstrates solid knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about how and why stereotypes trigger emotional responses.  A 
generally sound personal response, competently organised and presented, with sound exemplification. 
 
Level 3  (11-15 marks) 
 
The answer shows some personal discussion based on a consideration of contextual factors and 
provides some illustration which demonstrates sketchy knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about how and why stereotypes trigger emotional responses.  A 
simple personal response, competently organised with some relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 2  (6-10 marks) 
 
Illustration is basic with little or no knowledge or understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or 
information about how and/or why stereotypes trigger emotional responses.  A superficial and/or 
confused response with little relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 1  (0-5 marks) 
 
There may be one or two isolated points of some relevance such as some knowledge or application of 
Key Concepts, any attempt to answer the question or any exemplification.  The answer shows next to 
no awareness of any ideas, theories, debates or information about how and/or why stereotypes trigger 
emotional responses. 
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Question 2(b)  (30 marks) 
 
Account for some of the recent changes in the representations of a social group or place that you 
have studied. 
 
 
Level 6  (26-30 marks) 
 
The answer shows confident and appropriate analysis, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides detailed illustration which demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about recent changes in the 
representations of a social group or place.  An engaged response, clearly organised and presented, 
with detailed and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 5  (21-25 marks) 
 
The answer shows competent and appropriate personal analysis, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides competent illustration which demonstrates proficient knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about recent changes in the 
representations of a social group or place.  An engaged personal response, well organised and 
presented, with competent and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 4  (16-20 marks) 
 
The answer shows sound personal analysis, references a range of contextual influences and provides 
sound illustration which demonstrates solid knowledge and understanding of current ideas, theories, 
debates or information about recent changes in the representations of a social group or place.  A 
generally sound personal response, competently organised and presented, with sound exemplification. 
 
Level 3  (11-15 marks) 
 
The answer shows some personal analysis based on a consideration of contextual factors and provides 
some illustration which demonstrates sketchy knowledge and understanding of current ideas, theories, 
debates or information about recent changes in the representations of a social group or place.  A 
simple personal response, competently organised with some relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 2  (6-10 marks) 
 
Illustration is basic with little or no knowledge or understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or 
information about recent changes in the representations of a social group or place.  A superficial 
and/or confused response with little relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 1  (0-5 marks) 
 
There may be one or two isolated points of some relevance such as some knowledge or application of 
Key Concepts, any attempt to answer the question or any exemplification.  The answer shows next to 
no awareness of any ideas, theories, debates or information about recent changes in the 
representations of a social group or place. 
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Question 3(a)  (30 marks) 
 
Are genre texts produced because their audiences are comfortable with the repetition of 
formulas? 
 
 
Level 6  (26-30 marks) 
 
The answer shows confident and appropriate discussion, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides detailed illustration which demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about whether audiences are 
comfortable with the repetition of generic formulas.  An engaged response, clearly organised and 
presented, with detailed and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 5  (21-25 marks) 
 
The answer shows competent and appropriate personal discussion, references a wide range of 
contextual influences and provides competent illustration which demonstrates proficient knowledge 
and understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about whether audiences are 
comfortable with the repetition of generic formulas.  An engaged personal response, well organised 
and presented, with competent and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 4  (16-20 marks) 
 
The answer shows sound personal discussion, references a range of contextual influences and 
provides sound illustration which demonstrates solid knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about whether audiences are comfortable with the repetition of 
generic formulas.  A generally sound personal response, competently organised and presented, with 
sound exemplification. 
 
Level 3  (11-15 marks) 
 
The answer shows some personal discussion based on a consideration of contextual factors and 
provides some illustration which demonstrates sketchy knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about whether audiences are comfortable with the repetition of 
generic formulas.  A simple personal response, competently organised with some relevant 
exemplification. 
 
Level 2  (6-10 marks) 
 
Illustration is basic with little or no knowledge or understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or 
information about whether audiences are comfortable with the repetition of generic formulas.  A 
superficial and/or confused response with little relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 1  (0-5 marks) 
 
There may be one or two isolated points of some relevance such as some knowledge or application of 
Key Concepts, any attempt to answer the question or any exemplification.  The answer shows next to 
no awareness of any ideas, theories, debates or information about whether audiences are comfortable 
with the repetition of generic formulas. 
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Question 3(b)  (30 marks) 
 
Is there a place for innovation within contemporary genre? 
 
Provide examples throughout your answer. 
 
 
Level 6  (26-30 marks) 
 
The answer shows confident and appropriate discussion, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides detailed illustration which demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about innovation and contemporary 
genre.  An engaged response, clearly organised and presented, with detailed and appropriate 
exemplification. 
 
Level 5  (21-25 marks) 
 
The answer shows competent and appropriate personal discussion, references a wide range of 
contextual influences and provides competent illustration which demonstrates proficient knowledge 
and understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about innovation and 
contemporary genre.  An engaged personal response, well organised and presented, with competent 
and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 4  (16-20 marks) 
 
The answer shows sound personal discussion, references a range of contextual influences and 
provides sound illustration which demonstrates solid knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about innovation and contemporary genre.  A generally sound 
personal response, competently organised and presented, with sound exemplification. 
 
Level 3  (11-15 marks) 
 
The answer shows some personal discussion based on a consideration of contextual factors and 
provides some illustration which demonstrates sketchy knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about innovation and contemporary genre.  A simple personal 
response, competently organised with some relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 2  (6-10 marks) 
 
Illustration is basic with little or no knowledge or understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or 
information about innovation and contemporary genre.  A superficial and/or confused response with 
little relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 1  (0-5 marks) 
 
There may be one or two isolated points of some relevance such as some knowledge or application of 
Key Concepts, any attempt to answer the question or any exemplification.  The answer shows next to 
no awareness of any ideas, theories, debates or information about innovation and contemporary genre. 
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Question 4(a)  (30 marks) 
 
�Audience participation is the main appeal of Reality TV.� 
 
Discuss. 
 
 
Level 6  (26-30 marks) 
 
The answer shows confident and appropriate discussion, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides detailed illustration which demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about the reasons for the popularity of 
Reality TV for television audiences.  An engaged response, clearly organised and presented, with 
detailed and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 5  (21-25 marks) 
 
The answer shows competent and appropriate personal discussion, references a wide range of 
contextual influences and provides competent illustration which demonstrates proficient knowledge 
and understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or information about the reasons for the 
popularity of Reality TV for television audiences.  An engaged personal response, well organised and 
presented, with competent and appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 4  (16-20 marks) 
 
The answer shows sound personal discussion, references a range of contextual influences and 
provides sound illustration which demonstrates solid knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about the reasons for the popularity of Reality TV for television 
audiences.  A generally sound personal response, competently organised and presented, with sound 
exemplification. 
 
Level 3  (11-15 marks) 
 
The answer shows some personal discussion based on a consideration of contextual factors and 
provides some illustration which demonstrates sketchy knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
theories, debates or information about the reasons for the popularity of Reality TV for television 
audiences.  A simple personal response, competently organised with some relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 2  (6-10 marks) 
 
Illustration is basic with little or no knowledge or understanding of current ideas, theories, debates or 
information about the reasons for the popularity of Reality TV for television audiences.  A superficial 
and/or confused response with little relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 1  (0-5 marks) 
 
There may be one or two isolated points of some relevance such as some knowledge or application of 
Key Concepts, any attempt to answer the question or any exemplification.  The answer shows next to 
no awareness of any ideas, theories, debates or information about the reasons for the popularity of 
Reality TV for television audiences. 
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Question 4(b)  (30 marks) 
 
Do active theories of audience deny the power of the media? 
 
 
Level 6  (26-30 marks) 
 
The answer shows confident and appropriate evaluation, references a wide range of contextual 
influences and provides detailed illustration which demonstrates a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of current ideas, debates or information about different theories of audience and media 
power.  An engaged response, clearly organised and presented, with detailed and appropriate 
exemplification. 
 
Level 5  (21-25 marks) 
 
The answer shows competent and appropriate personal evaluation, references a wide range of 
contextual influences and provides competent illustration which demonstrates proficient knowledge 
and understanding of current ideas, debates or information about different theories of audience and 
media power.  An engaged personal response, well organised and presented, with competent and 
appropriate exemplification. 
 
Level 4  (16-20 marks) 
 
The answer shows sound personal evaluation, references a range of contextual influences and 
provides sound illustration which demonstrates solid knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
debates or information about different theories of audience and media power.  A generally sound 
personal response, competently organised and presented, with sound exemplification. 
 
Level 3  (11-15 marks) 
 
The answer shows some personal evaluation based on a consideration of contextual factors and 
provides some illustration which demonstrates sketchy knowledge and understanding of current ideas, 
debates or information about different theories of audience and media power.  A simple personal 
response, competently organised with some relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 2  (6-10 marks) 
 
Illustration is basic with little or no knowledge or understanding of current ideas, debates or 
information about different theories of audience and media power.  A superficial and/or confused 
response with little relevant exemplification. 
 
Level 1  (0-5 marks) 
 
There may be one or two isolated points of some relevance such as some knowledge or application of 
Key Concepts, any attempt to answer the question or any exemplification.  The answer shows next to 
no awareness of any ideas, debates or information about different theories of audience and media 
power. 
 
 


