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This paper asks candidates to employ their knowledge and application of the Key Concepts — most
particularly Media Language, Representation and Media Audiences — when analysing a media text. It
also suggests that reference could be made to the remaining Key Concepts — Values and Ideology and
Media Institutions — whilst also anticipating that an element of evaluation should take place, in terms
of the appropriateness, success and effectiveness of the extract.

There is a great deal for candidates to do in the one and a quarter hours of the examination and it is
highly unlikely for a candidate to manage every possible aspect of the analysis and evaluation
suggested by the list of Key Concepts. Examiners should be aware of this when marking papers and
reward candidates for what they have achieved, not penalise candidates for what they may have
omitted.

It is also important to allow the candidates as much critical autonomy as possible. The point of this
examination is to give candidates a springboard for the analysis and evaluation of a media text. It is
also to be hoped that some candidates will have the confidence, and the understanding of the media
text being examined, to perhaps explore areas that are both unpredictable and unexpected.

****Please note that the notion of a ‘balanced’ response to the text — utilising all the Key Concepts —
has been replaced. Whilst some candidates will tackle all Key Concepts, the likelihood of this
happening in a ‘balanced’ fashion in what amounts to 60 minutes writing is unlikely. It is far more
likely that candidates will tackle aspects of the text which seem most appropriate and in some cases
this may well mean that other Key Concepts seem less well handled.

Simply to stress that we are marking positively — candidates should be rewarded for what they have
achieved, not penalised for what they may not have covered.

Examiners should not mark any of the notes made by candidates for this examination.

If there are genuine concerns and problems about a particular candidate’s response, then all
examiners are reminded that they should ring/contact their Team Leader to discuss this.
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GENERAL ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Level 6 51 — 60 marks

A confident and well structured response demonstrating a sophisticated grasp of the Key Concepts.
Responses are detailed and use material from the text to support and exemplify the points made with
clear evidence of critical autonomy. Confident use of relevant theories where appropriate.

Level 5 41- 50 marks

A proficient response demonstrating a secure understanding of the Key Concepts. Responses are
engaged, thorough and use material from the text to support and exemplify the points made with some
evidence of critical autonomy. Relevant use of theories where appropriate.

Level 4 31 — 40 marks

A sound response demonstrating understanding of relevant Key Concepts. Responses are appropriate
and use some material from the text to support and exemplify the points made with an attempt at
critical autonomy. Some reference to relevant theories.

Level 3 21 — 30 marks

An adequate response demonstrating some understanding of the Key Concepts. Responses use
materials from the text to support and exemplify some points.

Level 2 11 —20 marks

A rudimentary response with reference to some of the Key Concepts. Some material from the text is
referred to.

Level 1 0 - 10 marks
A limited response demonstrating a superficial use of one (or more) Key Concept. Responses are

brief with little use of material from the text. There may be some isolated points of merit which
should be rewarded.




