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Section A (36 marks)

1 In the table below the values of x are exact and the values of the function are correct to 
4 decimal places.

(i) Obtain an estimate of the gradient at using the forward difference formula with 

Find two further estimates by successively halving h. [4]

(ii) By considering how the differences between these three estimates reduce, obtain a better estimate,
giving your answer to an appropriate degree of accuracy. [4]

2 (i) Explain by means of a simple example the difference between rounding and chopping when
numbers are represented in a calculator or computer. [1]

(ii) A cheap calculator stores numbers in the range in decimal form rounded to 7 decimal
places.

The number is stored in decimal form. Write down the absolute error in the stored value.

Write down the maximum possible error in the stored value of x, where . Find

the maximum possible relative error in the stored value of x. [6]

3 Show that the equation

has a root, a, in the interval

Use the secant method with and to find , , .

Give a value for a to the accuracy that is appropriate. [8]

x4x3x2x1 � 1.5x0 � 1.4

1.4 � x � 1.5.

x5 � 3x � 2 � 0

0.1 � x � 1

2
3

�0, 1�

h � 0.4.x � 2

x 2 2.1 2.2 2.3 2.4

f(x) 4.0000 4.2871 4.5948 4.9246 5.2780

f�x�
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4 Obtain estimates of the value of

using the mid-point rule and the trapezium rule, each with . Give your answers to 6 decimal
places.

Hence obtain a Simpson’s rule estimate of I.

You are now given that the Simpson’s rule estimates of I obtained as above but starting with 
and are 3.299 231 and 3.299 238. By considering the differences in the three Simpson’s
rule estimates, obtain the best estimate you can. Give your answer to an appropriate number of
significant figures. [8]

5 The series

is being summed in a computer program that works to a precision of 7 significant figures. 

When the terms are summed in the order shown, the value obtained is 1.644 725. When the same
terms are summed in reverse order, the value obtained is 1.644 834.

Explain why computations of this type do not give exact answers.

Explain further why the two approaches used give different answers. State which of the answers is
likely to be more accurate and explain why. [5]
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Section B (36 marks)

6 (i) Copy and complete the following difference table as far as third differences.

x

1 4
–3

2 1 ·
3 ·

3 4 ·
·

4 a ·

5 76 [4]

(ii) Given that is a cubic polynomial, show that 

Use Newton’s forward difference interpolation formula to obtain . [8]

(iii) Find, correct to 3 significant figures, the minimum value of for [3]

(iv) The cubic polynomial could have been found using only the following data.

Write down, but do not simplify, an expression for based on these data. [3]f �x�

x 1 2 3 5

f(x) 4 1 4 76

f �x�

1 � x � 5.f �x�

f �x�

a � 25.f �x�

76 � a

a � 4

D3 f �x�D2 f �x�D f �x�f �x�
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7 (i) Sketch, on the same axes, the graphs with equations

,

,

where x is in radians and .

Hence show that the equation

(*)

has two roots, and with in the interval [0, 2p]. [3]

(ii) Use the iteration

to find the root a correct to 3 decimal places. [4]

(iii) By considering the ratio of the differences between the values of , show that the iteration in
part (ii) displays first order convergence. [3]

(iv) Given that the derivative of is when x is in radians, obtain the following
Newton-Raphson iteration for equation (*).

Use this iteration to find b correct to 4 decimal places. [5]

(v) By considering the ratio of the differences between the values of , show that the iteration in
part (iv) displays convergence that is faster than first order. [3]

xr

xr�1 � xr �
3 � xr � 4 cos xr

1 � 4 sin xr

.

��sin x�cos x

xr

xr�1 � arccos ( 14 
(3 � xr

) )

a � b ,ba

3 � x � 4 cos x

0 � x � 2p

y � 4 cos x

y � 3 � x

5
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