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Answer  two questions,  one from Section A  and  one from Section B.

Section A

Answer one  question.

1 Discuss the factors that limit the e�ectiveness of the tort of private nuisance.  [50]

2 ‘The di�culties of bringing a successful claim in the tort of Rylands v Fletcher  remain unaltered by 
the judgment in Transco plc v Stockport MBC .’
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Section B

Answer one  question.

3 Pierre and Luigi are the favourites to win an important cycle race. Luigi knows that Pierre is more 
likely to win and so decides to run into Pierre’s bicycle early in the race to take him out of it. When 
Luigi does so, Pierre is forced into a wall. He breaks several ribs in the collision and is taken to 
hospital.

 A few days later Luigi, feeling guilty, comes to visit Pierre in hospital to apologise. Pierre is so 
angry when he sees Luigi that he threatens to leap out of bed and kill Luigi, despite the fact that, 
unknown to Luigi, Pierre is too weak to move easily. Nurse Ratchett, fearing a real confrontation, 
pushes Luigi roughly out of the room and locks Pierre in his hospital room. She returns twenty 
minutes later and unlocks the door. 

 Consider any potential claims in trespass to the person in the above situation. [50]

4 Katie, aged �fteen, owns a poisonous Mexican scorpion which she keeps in a glass case. Katie’s 
friends, Michelle and Sophie, are staying with her. Despite being warned against going too near, 
Michelle wants to see the scorpion close up and holds the case to her face. The scorpion moves 
quickly and in fear Michelle drops the case. The case shatters and the scorpion runs into the 
kitchen where it stings Sophie’s leg causing her severe injury.

 Katie also has a pet cat, Tibs, that has just had a litter of kittens. Michelle runs into the kitchen 
when she hears Sophie crying out from the scorpion sting. The scorpion runs past Tibs and the 
kittens and under the cooker. Tibs hisses at the scorpion and then leaps at Michelle scratching 
and biting her quite severely. Tibs has never behaved violently before.

 Consider any possible claims that can be made under the Animals Act 1971 in the above 
situation.  [50]
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