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Literature 3 (Commentary and Essay)
VIRGIL
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Time: 1 hour 45 minutes
Additional materials: Answer Booklet (16 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet.

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer all the questions.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part question.

• Each question is marked out of 40, including 4 marks for quality of written communication.

• Total: 120 marks
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Answer Section A and Section B.

Section A

Answer both questions.

Group B: Epic

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

‘tu potes Aenean manibus subducere Graium
proque viro nebulam et ventos obtendere inanes,
et potes in totidem classem convertere nymphas:
nos aliquid Rutulos contra iuvisse nefandum est?
“Aeneas ignarus abest”: ignarus et absit.
est Paphus Idaliumque tibi, sunt alta Cythera:
quid gravidam bellis urbem et corda aspera temptas?
nosne tibi fluxas Phrygiae res vertere fundo
conamur? nos? an miseros qui Troas Achivis
obiecit? quae causa fuit consurgere in arma
Europamque Asiamque et foedera solvere furto?
me duce Dardanius Spartam expugnavit adulter,
aut ego tela dedi fovive Cupidine bella?
tum decuit metuisse tuis: nunc sera querelis
haud iustis adsurgis et inrita iurgia iactas.’
 talibus orabat Iuno, cunctique fremebant
caelicolae adsensu vario, ceu flamina prima
cum deprensa fremunt silvis et caeca volutant
murmura venturos nautis prodentia ventos.
tum pater omnipotens, rerum cui prima potestas,
infit (eo dicente deum domus alta silescit
et tremefacta solo tellus, silet arduus aether,
tum Zephyri posuere, premit placida aequora pontus):
‘accipite ergo animis atque haec mea figite dicta.
quandoquidem Ausonios coniungi foedere Teucris
haud licitum, nec vestra capit discordia finem,
quae cuique est fortuna hodie, quam quisque secat spem,
Tros Rutulusne fuat, nullo discrimine habebo,
seu fatis Italum castra obsidione tenentur
sive errore malo Troiae monitisque sinistris.
nec Rutulos solvo. sua cuique exorsa laborem
fortunamque ferent. rex Iuppiter omnibus idem.
fata viam invenient.’

 Virgil, Aeneid X. 81–113

 (a) tu potes … iactas (lines 1–15): what is the tone of Juno’s speech in these lines and how does 
Virgil convey it? [18]

 (b) tum pater … invenient (lines 20–33): how does Virgil’s language here emphasise Jupiter’s 
authority? [18]

 [Quality of Written Communication: 4]

 [Total: 36 + 4 = 40]
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Group B: Epic

2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

   hoc decus illi,
hoc solamen erat, bellis hoc victor abibat
omnibus. adloquitur maerentem et talibus infit:
‘Rhaebe, diu, res si qua diu mortalibus ulla est,
viximus. aut hodie victor spolia illa cruenti
et caput Aeneae referes Lausique dolorum
ultor eris mecum, aut aperit si nulla viam vis,
occumbes pariter; neque enim, fortissime, credo,
iussa aliena pati et dominos dignabere Teucros.’
dixit, et exceptus tergo consueta locavit
membra manusque ambas iaculis oneravit acutis,
aere caput fulgens cristaque hirsutus equina.
sic cursum in medios rapidus dedit. aestuat ingens
uno in corde pudor mixtoque insania luctu.
atque hic Aenean magna ter voce vocavit.
Aeneas agnovit enim laetusque precatur:
‘sic pater ille deum faciat, sic altus Apollo!
incipias conferre manum.’
tantum effatus et infesta subit obvius hasta.
ille autem: ‘quid me erepto, saevissime, nato
terres? haec via sola fuit qua perdere posses:
nec mortem horremus nec divum parcimus ulli.
desine, nam venio moriturus et haec tibi porto
dona prius.’ dixit, telumque intorsit in hostem;
inde aliud super atque aliud figitque volatque
ingenti gyro, sed sustinet aureus umbo.
ter circum astantem laevos equitavit in orbes
tela manu iaciens, ter secum Troius heros
immanem aerato circumfert tegmine silvam.

 Virgil, Aeneid X. 858–887

 (a) hoc decus … luctu (lines 1–14): how does Virgil in these lines make Mezentius’ preparation 
for battle vivid and moving? [18]

 (b) atque hic … silvam (lines 15–29): how does Virgil make these lines powerful and dramatic?
 [18]

 [Quality of Written Communication: 4]

[Total: 36 + 4 = 40]
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Section B

Answer the following question. The question carries 40 marks.

In answering the essay question in this Section, candidates are expected to be familiar with the following 
parts of the text, whether read in Latin or in English:

   Virgil, Aeneid X

1 To what extent does Virgil glorify war in Aeneid X?
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