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ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY GCE UNIT 2479
LATIN

Literature 1 (Commentary)

LIVY and HORACE Morning

MONDAY 22 JANUARY 2007 Time: 1 hour

Additional materials: Answer Booklet (8 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet. 

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer any two questions.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part question.

• Each question is marked out of 60, including 6 marks for quality of written communication.

• Total: 120 marks

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Candidates are advised to spend no more than 30 minutes on each question.
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Answer any two questions.

You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

Section A

LIVY

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

 Masinissae haec audienti non rubor solum suffusus sed lacrimae etiam 
obortae; et cum se quidem in potestate futurum imperatoris dixisset orassetque 
eum ut quantum res sineret fidei suae temere obstrictae consuleret – promisisse 
enim se in nullius potestatem eam traditurum – ex praetorio in tabernaculum 
suum confusus concessit. ibi arbitris remotis cum crebro suspiritu et gemitu, quod 
facile ab circumstantibus tabernaculum exaudiri posset, aliquantum temporis 
consumpsisset, ingenti ad postremum edito gemitu fidum e servis unum vocat, sub 
cuius custodia regio more ad incerta fortunae venenum erat, et mixtum in poculo 
ferre ad Sophonibam iubet ac simul nuntiare Masinissam libenter primam ei fidem 
praestaturum fuisse quam vir uxori debuerit: quoniam eius arbitrium qui possint 
adimant, secundam fidem praestare ne viva in potestatem Romanorum veniat. 
memor patris imperatoris patriaeque et duorum regum quibus nupta fuisset, sibi 
ipsa consuleret.
 hunc nuntium ac simul venenum ferens minister cum ad Sophonibam venisset, 
‘accipio’ inquit ‘nuptiale munus, neque ingratum, si nihil maius vir uxori praestare 
potuit. hoc tamen nuntia, melius me morituram fuisse si non in funere meo 
nupsissem.’ non locuta est ferocius quam acceptum poculum nullo trepidationis 
signo dato impavide hausit.

Livy, XXX. 15.1-8

 (a) What has Masinissa done before this passage to cause Scipio to rebuke him, and what 
criticisms of his action has Scipio made? [9]

 (b) From lines 9-13 (ac simul … consuleret ), summarise the message Masinissa sends to 
Sophoniba. [15]

 (c) In lines 1-7 (Masinissae ... vocat ) and 14-18 (hunc … hausit ), how does Livy vividly convey 
the anguish of Masinissa and the dignity of Sophoniba?

  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 
your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

[Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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LIVY

2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

in castra ut est ventum, pronuntiant ambo arma expedirent milites animosque ad 
supremum certamen, non in unum diem sed in perpetuum, si felicitas adesset, 
victores. Roma an Carthago iura gentibus daret ante crastinam noctem scituros; 
neque enim Africam aut Italiam sed orbem terrarum victoriae praemium fore; par 
periculum praemio quibus adversa pugnae fortuna fuisset. nam neque Romanis 
effugium ullum patebat in aliena ignotaque terra, et Carthagini, supremo auxilio 
effuso, adesse videbatur praesens excidium.
 ad hoc discrimen procedunt postero die duorum opulentissimorum populorum 
duo longe clarissimi duces, duo fortissimi exercitus, multa ante parta decora aut 
cumulaturi eo die aut eversuri. anceps igitur spes et metus miscebant animos; 
contemplantibusque modo suam, modo hostium aciem, cum oculis magis quam 
ratione pensarent vires, simul laeta, simul tristia obversabantur: quae ipsis sua 
sponte non succurrebant, ea duces admonendo atque hortando subiciebant. 
Poenus sedecim annorum in terra Italia res gestas, tot duces Romanos, tot 
exercitus occidione occisos et sua cuique decora ubi ad insignem alicuius pugnae 
memoria militem venerat referebat: Scipio Hispanias et recentia in Africa proelia et 
confessionem hostium quod neque non petere pacem propter metum neque manere 
in ea prae insita animis perfidia potuissent.

Livy, XXX. 32.1-7

 (a) Who are the people referred to as ambo in line 1 of this passage? From where and why have 
they returned to camp? [9]

 (b) In lines 1-10 (in castra … eversuri ), how does Livy emphasise the vital importance of the 
coming battle? 

  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 
your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

 (c) From lines 14-18 (Poenus … potuissent ), summarise how the commanders sought to boost 
the morale of their men before the battle. [15]

  [Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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Section B

HORACE

3 Answer the questions on the following passages:

  (i) solvitur acris hiems grata vice veris et Favoni,
     trahuntque siccas machinae carinas,
    ac neque iam stabulis gaudet pecus aut arator igni,
     nec prata canis albicant pruinis.
    iam Cytherea choros ducit Venus imminente Luna, 5
     iunctaeque Nymphis Gratiae decentes
    alterno terram quatiunt pede, dum graves Cyclopum
     Vulcanus ardens visit officinas.

Horace, Odes I. 4. 1-8

 (a) In lines 1-8 (solvitur … officinas), how are gods, mortals and the natural world demonstrating 
that Spring has returned? [15]

 (b) What does Horace say about death in the remainder of the poem? [9]

  (ii) quis multa gracilis te puer in rosa
    perfusus liquidis urget odoribus
     grato, Pyrrha, sub antro?
      cui flavam religas comam,
    simplex munditiis? heu quotiens fidem 5
    mutatosque deos flebit et aspera
     nigris aequora ventis
      emirabitur insolens,
    qui nunc te fruitur credulus aurea,
    qui semper vacuam, semper amabilem 10
     sperat, nescius aurae
      fallacis! miseri, quibus
    intemptata nites.

Horace, Odes I. 5. 1-13

 (c) How does Horace here make vivid his presentation of the puer, Pyrrha and the outcome of 
their relationship?

  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 
your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

         [Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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HORACE

4 Answer the questions on the following passage:

o Diva, gratum quae regis Antium,
praesens vel imo tollere de gradu
 mortale corpus vel superbos
  vertere funeribus triumphos,
te pauper ambit sollicita prece 5
ruris colonus, te dominam aequoris
 quicumque Bithyna lacessit
  Carpathium pelagus carina.
te Dacus asper, te profugi Scythae,
urbesque gentesque et Latium ferox 10
 regumque matres barbarorum et
  purpurei metuunt tyranni,
iniurioso ne pede proruas
stantem columnam, neu populus frequens
 ad arma cessantes, ad arma 15
  concitet imperiumque frangat.
te semper anteit saeva Necessitas,
clavos trabales et cuneos manu
 gestans aena, nec severus
  uncus abest liquidumque plumbum. 20
te Spes et albo rara Fides colit
velata panno, nec comitem abnegat,
 utcumque mutata potentes
  veste domos inimica linquis.
at vulgus infidum et meretrix retro 25
periura cedit, diffugiunt cadis
 cum faece siccatis amici
  ferre iugum pariter dolosi.

Horace, Odes I. 35. 1-28

 (a) In lines 1-16 (o Diva … frangat ), how does Horace convey the frightening power of Fortune? 
  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 

your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

 (b) From lines 17-28 (te semper … dolosi ), summarise what Horace says about Necessitas, Spes 
and Fides in relation to Fortune. [15]

 (c) In the remainder of the poem following this passage, what particular prayers does Horace 
make to Fortune? [9]

[Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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