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ADVANCED SUBSIDIARY GCE UNIT 2477
LATIN

Literature 1 (Commentary)

VIRGIL and HORACE Morning

MONDAY 22 JANUARY 2007 Time: 1 hour

Additional materials: Answer Booklet (8 pages)

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided on the answer booklet. 

• Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

• Answer any two questions.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [  ] at the end of each question or part question.

• Each question is marked out of 60, including 6 marks for quality of written communication.

• Total: 120 marks

ADVICE TO CANDIDATES

• Candidates are advised to spend no more than 30 minutes on each question.
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Answer any two questions.

You may, if you wish, answer both questions on the same author.

Section A

VIRGIL

1 Answer the questions on the following passage:

‘quo fugitis, socii? per vos et fortia facta,
per ducis Euandri nomen devictaque bella
spemque meam, patriae quae nunc subit aemula laudi,
fidite ne pedibus. ferro rumpenda per hostes
est via. qua globus ille virum densissimus urget, 5
hac vos et Pallanta ducem patria alta reposcit.
numina nulla premunt, mortali urgemur ab hoste
mortales; totidem nobis animaeque manusque.
ecce maris magna claudit nos obice pontus,
deest iam terra fugae: pelagus Troiamne petamus?’ 10
haec ait, et medius densos prorumpit in hostes.
 obvius huic primum fatis adductus iniquis
fit Lagus. hunc, vellit magno dum pondere saxum,
intorto figit telo, discrimina costis
per medium qua spina dabat, hastamque receptat 15
ossibus haerentem. quem non super occupat Hisbo,
ille quidem hoc sperans; nam Pallas ante ruentem,
dum furit, incautum crudeli morte sodalis
excipit atque ensem tumido in pulmone recondit.
hinc Sthenium petit et Rhoeti de gente vetusta 20
Anchemolum thalamos ausum incestare novercae.
vos etiam, gemini, Rutulis cecidistis in arvis,
Daucia, Laride Thymberque, simillima proles,
indiscreta suis gratusque parentibus error;
at nunc dura dedit vobis discrimina Pallas. 25
nam tibi, Thymbre, caput Euandrius abstulit ensis;
te decisa suum, Laride, dextera quaerit
semianimesque micant digiti ferrumque retractant.

Virgil, Aeneid X. 369-396

 (a) Who is speaking at the start of this passage, to what group of people, and what is happening 
to make the speech necessary? [9]

 (b) In lines 1-11 (quo fugitis … in hostes), what does the speaker say and do to encourage his 
hearers to follow him? [15]

 (c) In lines 12-28 (obvius … retractant ), how does Virgil make his description of the fighting vivid 
and moving? 

  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 
your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

         [Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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VIRGIL

2 Answer the questions on the following passage:

‘quo moriture ruis maioraque viribus audes?
fallit te incautum pietas tua.’ nec minus ille
exsultat demens, saevae iamque altius irae
Dardanio surgunt ductori, extremaque Lauso
Parcae fila legunt. validum namque exigit ensem 5
per medium Aeneas iuvenem totumque recondit;
transiit et parmam mucro, levia arma minacis,
et tunicam molli mater quam neverat auro,
implevitque sinum sanguis; tum vita per auras
concessit maesta ad Manes corpusque reliquit. 10
     at vero ut vultum vidit morientis et ora,
ora modis Anchisiades pallentia miris,
ingemuit miserans graviter dextramque tetendit,
et mentem patriae subiit pietatis imago.
‘quid tibi nunc, miserande puer, pro laudibus istis, 15
quid pius Aeneas tanta dabit indole dignum?
arma, quibus laetatus, habe tua; teque parentum
manibus et cineri, si qua est ea cura, remitto.
hoc tamen infelix miseram solabere mortem:
Aeneae magni dextra cadis.’ increpat ultro 20
cunctantes socios et terra sublevat ipsum
sanguine turpantem comptos de more capillos.

Virgil, Aeneid X. 811-832

 (a) Briefly describe the encounter between Aeneas, Mezentius and Lausus which provokes 
Aeneas’ words at the start of this passage. [9]

 (b) In lines 1-14 (quo … imago), how does Virgil make his account of Lausus’ death vivid and 
moving? 

  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 
your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

 (c) In lines 15-22 (quid … capillos), what does Aeneas say and do to show his respect for 
Lausus? [15]

              [Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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Section B

HORACE

3 Answer the questions on the following passages:

  (i) solvitur acris hiems grata vice veris et Favoni,
     trahuntque siccas machinae carinas,
    ac neque iam stabulis gaudet pecus aut arator igni,
     nec prata canis albicant pruinis.
    iam Cytherea choros ducit Venus imminente Luna, 5
     iunctaeque Nymphis Gratiae decentes
    alterno terram quatiunt pede, dum graves Cyclopum
     Vulcanus ardens visit officinas.

Horace, Odes I. 4. 1-8

 (a) In lines 1-8 (solvitur … officinas), how are gods, mortals and the natural world demonstrating 
that Spring has returned? [15]

 (b) What does Horace say about death in the remainder of the poem? [9]

  (ii) quis multa gracilis te puer in rosa
    perfusus liquidis urget odoribus
     grato, Pyrrha, sub antro?
      cui flavam religas comam,
    simplex munditiis? heu quotiens fidem 5
    mutatosque deos flebit et aspera
     nigris aequora ventis
      emirabitur insolens,
    qui nunc te fruitur credulus aurea,
    qui semper vacuam, semper amabilem 10
     sperat, nescius aurae
      fallacis! miseri, quibus
    intemptata nites.

Horace, Odes I. 5. 1-13

 (c) How does Horace here make vivid his presentation of the puer, Pyrrha and the outcome of 
their relationship?

  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 
your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

         [Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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HORACE

4 Answer the questions on the following passage:

o Diva, gratum quae regis Antium,
praesens vel imo tollere de gradu
 mortale corpus vel superbos
  vertere funeribus triumphos,
te pauper ambit sollicita prece 5
ruris colonus, te dominam aequoris
 quicumque Bithyna lacessit
  Carpathium pelagus carina.
te Dacus asper, te profugi Scythae,
urbesque gentesque et Latium ferox 10
 regumque matres barbarorum et
  purpurei metuunt tyranni,
iniurioso ne pede proruas
stantem columnam, neu populus frequens
 ad arma cessantes, ad arma 15
  concitet imperiumque frangat.
te semper anteit saeva Necessitas,
clavos trabales et cuneos manu
 gestans aena, nec severus
  uncus abest liquidumque plumbum. 20
te Spes et albo rara Fides colit
velata panno, nec comitem abnegat,
 utcumque mutata potentes
  veste domos inimica linquis.
at vulgus infidum et meretrix retro 25
periura cedit, diffugiunt cadis
 cum faece siccatis amici
  ferre iugum pariter dolosi.

Horace, Odes I. 35. 1-28

 (a) In lines 1-16 (o Diva … frangat ), how does Horace convey the frightening power of Fortune? 
  You should make close reference to both the content and the style of the Latin and support 

your discussion with at least four examples from the text. [30]

 (b) From lines 17-28 (te semper … dolosi ), summarise what Horace says about Necessitas, Spes 
and Fides in relation to Fortune. [15]

 (c) In the remainder of the poem following this passage, what particular prayers does Horace 
make to Fortune? [9]

[Quality of Written Communication: 6]

[Total: 54 + 6 = 60]
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