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Japanese 6JA01

Introduction
Summer 2009 saw the fi rst sitting of some AS units of the new GCE2008 specifi cations. As support 
for teachers, this booklet has been prepared as an exemplifi cation of how marks were awarded to the 
written paper for Japanese 6JA01 during the Summer 2009 examination. It features work produced by the 
candidates in the actual examination. It contains the questions and mark schemes, together with examples 
of student answers. It gives the marks awarded for each exemplar response plus commentary by senior 
examiners. It does not include exemplars for every question on the paper, but only those where contrasting 
levels of response could be produced.
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Example 1:  9 marks + 4 for quality of language

Examiner Comments

This candidate has scored well, as they have attempted 
all the questions.  They have read and understood the 
key question word, and written out a response in their 
own words.  The 行けますand 書いてありますwere 
given credit in the quality of language criterion.

Examiner Comments

If you want to score well on the quality of language, don’t 
copy out large chunks of the text: use your own words to 
write the answer.
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Example 2:  6 marks + 2 for quality of language

Examiner Comments

This candidate has scored well on the questions they answered, but has left too many questions 
blank.  (d)  was a particular shame, as the candidate seems to be aware of what the question is 
getting at, but has not identifi ed it as a yes/no question.  The candidate only scored 2 on the 
quality of language as all their responses are purely copied out of the text: in (b) there are actually 
two errors (the particles にと and the largeつ) despite the fact that the candidate is purely 
copying.

Examiner Comments

Always answer all the questions.
Identify the key question word.
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Question 6

SECTION B: Translation

6  Translate the following passage into English.

4

3

3 7

15
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Example 1: 8 marks

Examiner Comments

The candidate has produced a careful and thorough translation.  Particularly good were the fact 
that the surname and given name were put in the correct English order, the phrase “he was taken 
to the…” and the correct conditional tense in “It would be great”.  The only minor criticisms 
would be the mistaken subject in “He decided on this plan”, and the rather awkward English in the 
sentence “Mr.Hoshide grew up in America”.

Examiner Comments

This candidate has been very careful to not omit any information 
from the original text; there are also some good, idiomatic touches in 
the English, such as “He went on to talk about”.  These are two of the 
qualities which are needed to score well in Section B.
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Example 2: 6 marks

Examiner Comments

This candidate has clearly understood the gist of the passage.  However, there were some mistakes 
which were either careless or show misunderstanding of the original.  “Space Treck”, both in terms 
of the mis-translation of the fi rst word on the mis-spelling of the second are assumed to be 
careless mistakes.  The candidate should have been able to pick up tense error “Isn’t it good that 
you can see Japan from space” for themselves.

Examiner Comments

Do always use your common sense to check whether what you are writing is sensible.  Re-read 
the English you produce without looking at the original Japanese, to make sure it is error-free and 
comprehensible.
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Question 7
7  

400

Section C
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Example 1:  23 marks (Content and Response)  + 17 (Quality of Language)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has responded clearly and fully to all three bullet points: thus this response 
was put in the highest mark band “Task fully grasped, answer wholly relevant”.  The only 
minor criticism would be that the fi rst three lines of the second bullet point are quite routine 
(shopping, cinema and café being absolutely standard GCSE topics) and more creative ideas 
could have been shown (although the point about international fi lms is a good development).  
The quality of language is excellent, with many A/S grammatical structures correctly and 
appropriately used.
The whole essay is set out correctly in paragraphs, and is well linked using words such as それ
に、また、そして　etc.
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Example 2:  12 marks (Content and Response) + 10 (Quality of Language)
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Examiner Comments

The candidate has clearly understood the main theme 「私の町」, but has not responded systematically and 
in detail to the given bullet points.  It is assumed that 有名 in the fi rst bullet point was mistake for 名前.  The 
candidate has mentioned what to do in the town (go shopping) and has some ideas about environmentally 
friendly activities (a bus is mentioned).  Neither point, however, is developed at all, which is why it put in 
the bottom of the mark range 11 – 16 (task understood, some omission).  This candidate needs to learn 
to organise their thoughts: if the ideas had been presented in a logical order (ideally in paragraphs), the 
candidate may have realised that their ideas had not really been well developed.  The language is mainly 
correct GCSE level language, although there were two instances (one relative clause and the 使えます) of A/S 
language which were given credit.  
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