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Introduction  
 This paper is made up of three sections.

Section A is the translation: candidates are required to translate a text of approximately 80 
words from English into Italian. In the new specifi cations this text is no longer linked to a reading 
comprehension task as in the previous syllabus. 10 marks are awarded for this section. For the 
marking of this section the text is divided into 30 assessable items and points are awarded for 
each item that is 100% correct in terms of grammar and spelling. Therefore candidates will be 
rewarded for their accurate handling of grammar and structures and their lexical knowledge.

Section B is Creative or Discursive Essay: candidates are required to write one piece of 240-
270 words in Italian choosing from three creative titles and four discursive essays. They will 
be rewarded for their ability to organise arguments and ideas and to make relevant points 
in response to a general issue. They will be rewarded for their knowledge and understanding 
of their chosen topic and for the ability to organise their ideas. Almost three quarters of the 
available marks (30 out of 45) are awarded for content (up to 15 for Understanding and response 
and up to 15 for Organisation and development) whilst up to 15 are awarded for language (up to 
10 for Range and application of language, i.e. lexis and structures, and up to 5 for Accuracy).

Section C is the Research Based Essay: candidates are required to write one piece of 240-270 
words on a topic that relates to one of the four main areas of research (Geographical area, 
Historical study, Aspects of modern society, Literature and the arts). Their chosen topic must 
also relate to Italian culture and society. Candidates will be rewarded for their knowledge and 
understanding of their chosen topic and their ability to organise ideas. Up to 30 marks are 
awarded for Reading, research and understanding (i.e. their knowledge but more importantly 
their analysis and evaluation of the chosen topic), up to 9 for organisation and development and 
up to 6 for Quality of language. 
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 Question 1 
 For marking purposes the text is divided into 30 assessable chunks and a point is awarded 
for each chunk that is 100% correct in terms of grammar and spelling. Therefore many items 
were accessible to the vast majority of candidates, for example “italiano”, “e’ venuta”, “a 
Venezia”, “i bagagli”, “in albergo”, “e’ andata”, “in un bar”, “tutto il giorno”. Many candidates 
demonstrated knowledge of these key items of vocabulary and were successful in correctly 
rendering these items although there was a disappointing number of candidates who mispelt 
“bagagli” or struggled with agreements (article agreement - although many renditions were 
accepted by the mark scheme, for example “all’albergo/all’hotel” - or adjectival agreement in 
“tutto il giorno”). 

Many candidates struggled with “studiava da 2 anni” and used “per” instead of “da” or missed 
the imperfect. 

Quite a few missed the pluperfect in “had read” and used the perfect instead.

“Couldn’t wait to” and “(people) enjoying themselves and taking pictures” caused some 
candidates diffi culty: the idiomatic “non vedeva l’ora” was often not known, agreement with 
“gente” was incorrect, most candidates were not able to translate the gerund with either “che 
+ imperfect” or the simple infi nitive, and a surprising number of candidates wrote the anglicised 
“prendere fotografi e” instead of the correct “fare”.

“It was time to” also appeared to be quite challenging, mainly due to the use of the correct 
prepositions or the incorrect use of “il tempo” (“era ora di” was often not known).

Some proper nouns were not always known, especially “Piazza San Marco” (some “pizza” here!) 
and at times even “Venezia”.

On the positive side many candidates coped well with the structure of “after leaving”, with 
“qualcosa da bere” (though some were not familiar with “ha ordinato” and used other verbs such 
as “ha richiesto/ha ordinato” and with the past conditional in “she would have been”. There 
were also a few good renditions of “she sat down” though being a refl exive verb in the perfect 
tense it caused problems for weaker candidates. Many candidates also used correctly “ci” in “to 
stay there” although some points were lost by omitting the accent when using “li’”.

Overall there were problems with misspelling (baggaglio/sfortunamente/comminciare), omission 
of accents (some candidates lost marks due to incorrect use of accents, even with “e’”), misuse 
of prepositions (especially in linking verbs) and a general lack of accuracy, suggesting that many 
candidates did not check their work suffi ciently. 
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   This is a middle candidate. There are 13 correct “chunks” so the fi nal score is 4/10. 

Examiner Comments

 Good rendition of the fi rst imperfect but incorrect use of “arrivare” instead of “venire” 
and Anglicism “attendere”.
Good use of the plusperfect but incorrect agreement (“molto cose”). Incorrect use of 
prepositions “dalla” and “per”; “non vedeva l’ora clearly not known.
Good translation of the easier chunks in the third paragraph but some problems with 
“dopo” and some incorrect vocabulary (“valigie” was not accepted).
Good rendition of the fi rst sentence in the fourth paragraph (it is a pity that the defi nite 
article was used instead of the indefi nite) but this candidate had great diffi culties in 
translating the “gente” sentence.
Wrong conditional (present instead of past), wrong agreement in “tutto la giornata”, 
speliing mistake in “sfortunatemente”, wrong translation of “it was” and again some loss 
of marks due to wrong prepositions. 
 This candidate could have scored higher if he/she had paid more attention to 
prepositions, verb tenses and sometimes spelling. He/she has a good basic vocabulary and 
a reasonably good grammar knowledge as many more complex structures and verb forms 
are correct but it is been applied inconsistently. He/she would have benefi ted from a fi nal 
check. 
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    Question 2(a) 
 This was the most popular of the three creative titles. Candidates were required to write an 
account of why Laura started to cry as well as an explanation of how the situation has come 
about. The response should also include a conclusion/resolution to the situation. The story should 
be developed and well structured. As the stimulus was in the perfect tense it would have been 
best to continue with the same tense but “passato remoto” was also accepted. 

There were many imaginative accounts (such as the breakup of a relationship, problems at 
school, failed exams, an illness or death in the family, tears of joy etc.). Most candidates 
followed the rubric requirements to continue the story, explaining why Laura was crying and how 
it ended up. A few candidates unfortunately wrote the story preceding the stimulus event (rather 
than continuing from there) so that the stimulus sentence ended up being halfway through the 
piece or even at the end, which constituted a partial misunderstanding of the title. 
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 This story scored reasonably for language but not very high in terms of content. 

   

Examiner Comments

 Accuracy: 4/5
Range and application of language: 8/10
but Understanding and response: 5/15, it is hardly a continuation 
of the sentence in the stimulus.
Organisation and development: 10/15, it is far too long 
This candidates should have concentrated more on the initial 
stimulus and built a story starting from that. More care should 
have been taken with the word count.
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 Question 2(b) 
 The headline depicts an argument/fi ght in the city centre. Candidates were expected to write 
a story outlining what took place and its causes, possibly adding a discussion of the wider social 
signifi cance of this type of ‘event’. Any logical or creative development could follow on from an 
initial ‘setting the scene’ of the story. The piece should be written in journalistic style.

Most candidates who opted for this minority choice were able to describe events and how the 
situation ended up within a journalistic framework, developing their responses to a good degree.

Some candidates unfortunately wrote very little about the actual incident itself, choosing to 
focus on a general discussion of social issues such as alcohol or drug abuse. Therefore they did 
not write in a journalistic style and produced more of a discursive essay, which constituted a 
misunderstanding of the task. 

Occasionally there was some minor misunderstanding where candidates understood that they 
had to write an article about an incident in town but did not refer to “ubriachi” ior else they 
did refer to drunk youth but omitted the fi ght, probably not understanding the wording of the 
headline. 
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  A very good article in response to the headline, in a successful journalistic register and written in 
very accurate and complex language. 

Examiner Comments

 Accuracy: 5/5
Range and application of language: 9/10
Unerstanding and response: 13/15
Organisation and development: 13/15 
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    Question 2(c) 
 The picture shows a pickpocket on a bike and candidates were asked to write about how this 
situation comes about, what they did themselves and how the situation ended up. Any logical or 
creative development could follow on from the initial ‘setting the scene’ of the story.

The rubric was followed correctly here with answers depicting witnesses to a robbery. Candidates 
were generally able to explain how the incident happened and what they did using good 
descriptive language. Some candidates were able to explain how the situation ended up while 
others simply made passing reference to this, producing unbalanced responses as a result.

This task was quite accessible even to weaker candidates who were able to draw on what they 
had learnt at GCSE level regarding loss and theft. 
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   Question 2(d )
 Candidates were required to offer balanced opinions about the role of religion in society, 
mentioning advantages and disadvantages of religion in the context of society and reaching a 
conclusion as to whether or not they consider religion to be a major cause of confl ict in society. 
The information should be structured and follow a coherent argument throughout.

Candidates were generally able to produce reasons why they felt religion to be a cause of confl ict 
in society. Better candidates then discussed other sources of confl ict and mentioned positive 
aspects of religion also. Many mentioned for example support through diffi cult times, moral 
guidelines etc and compared this with negative aspects – extremism, religious confl icts, wars that 
result through lack of tolerance, with many references to Muslims and attacks in America or in 
London. 

Some candidates however showed limited understanding by deviating into a discussion of issues 
such as racism and hence many wandered off the point, producing a rambling response and losing 
sight of the question itself. 

  



13

Italian 6IN04



14

Italian 6IN04

  This is an example of a weaker candidate. 

Examiner Comments

 Accuracy: very limited, 2/5.
Range and application of language: 4/10 as there are many lexical errors. 
Understanding and response: 9/15 as some implications of the questions were addressed.
Organisation and development: 7/10 as it is not always clear 
This candidate needs to improve their basic language skills (verb forms, agreements etc) 
but also their essay skills as the essay is a bit rambling and needs to be more structured
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    Question 2(e )
 Candidates had to outline the main economic and environmental issues surrounding the choice 
of holidays, offering a balanced argument and reaching a conclusion based on the arguments put 
forward. Information should be presented in a structured and coherent manner.

Here candidates generally took a stance on which aspect they considered to be most important 
when going on holiday. Better candidates produced a balanced response and discussed both the 
environmental and economic aspects of going on holiday, considering, for example, the growth 
of low cost travel and its impact on the environment as opposed to saving money, especially in 
these times of recession. 

Others produced more unbalanced responses, only concentrating on one of the aspects. 

The word ‘ambientale’ was interpreted by some to mean simply surroundings/location with no 
mention of environmental issues so a few candidates misunderstood the task. 

A few candidates also produced responses which were too personal, talking about their own 
holidays and holiday plans for the summer and hence their response also showed limited 
understanding of the question. 
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   Question 2(f )
 Candidates were asked to outline the main concerns regarding the decision to go to university, 
offering arguments for and against going to university based on these common concerns.

Candidates should offer a balanced argument and reach a conclusion based on these arguments. 
The arguments should be balanced and the conclusion should refl ect them in a coherent manner.

This question was the most popular option, probably because it struck a chord with many 
students as it was an issue they had experience of. Candidates were generally able to mention 
the concerns of young people in relation to going to university, with many mentioning economic 
considerations, moving to another city/away from family and friends, the demands of studying 
and also the actual benefi t of having a degree and fi nding a job at the end of university – possibly 
with a lot of debt too. 

Candidates developed points here to varying degrees, with better candidates developing points 
very clearly within the context of the question.

Some candidates ignored elements of the question and wrote a lot about whether to go to 
university or not but did not deal with the main preoccupations and this was refl ected in the 
marks awarded. 

Some essays were too personal, with use of ‘io’ throughout or for the most part. 
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 Another very good essay both in terms of language and content. 

Examiner Comments

 Accuaracy: 5/5 despite the odd error
Range and application: 8/10
Understanding and response: 12/15
Organisation and development: 10/15 
 The candidate makes many relevant points and the essay 
is reasonably well organised with a clear introduction and 
conclusion although the central part could me sequenced more 
effectively.   
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    Question 2(g )
 Candidates were required to present a balanced argument considering all the key points for and 
against spending money on international sporting events. The essay should be well structured and 
come to an informed conclusion.

Candidates generally adopted a stance on whether spending money on sporting events is 
justifi able or not and were able to outline reasons for their stance. Many wrote balanced answers 
using the ideas of bringing tourism to the country and so these events had economic benefi ts and 
also they helped improve the tolerance of nations together. On the other hand many stated that 
money could be better used at a time of international need, for example to support the needy or 
homeless in society.

Many did not focus on both sides of the argument here and while better candidates mentioned 
other ways that the money could be spent, many made no reference to this at all. 
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   Question 3(a )
 Approximately 13% of candidates opted for the geographical area. There were some instances of 
wrong choice of topic material: ‘Il Colosseo’, ‘Napoli sotteranea’.

Some candidates simply produced a pre-learned response and this was very often largely 
irrelevant to the question set.

Many candidates showed limited understanding of what was meant by cultural traditions. Whilst 
many candidates did show knowledge of the cultural traditions of the area studied, many did not 
discuss the importance of these as required by the question. Only a few candidates demonstrated 
an ability to analyse and analysis was at best unambitious.

Many answers described the area or town very well but did not deal with the cultural traditions 
so that the essay turned into general descriptions. 

The ones that did deal well with cultural aspects talked about folklore, festivals etc and showed 
a very good amount of research and understanding. 
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Examiner Comments

 A lot of the points mentioned (musica lirica, arte, moda, architettura) are not really 
traditions as such. There is a lot of irrelevant information (for ex. about composers).
Reading, research and understanding: 9/30
Organisation and development: 3/9
Quality of language: 3/6 
 The candidate struggled to identify what constitutes a tradition: they could have 
mentioned festivals or even gastronomic traditions, which are mentioned but with very 
little expansion. The whole essay is quite descriptive with no attempt at analysing the 
importance of these traditions.
The candidate should have tried to sequence idea more effectively instead of just 
producing a list of (mostly irrelevant) points. A plan might have helped. 
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   Question 3(b )
 7% of candidates opted for Historical studies. The most common periods for study were Fascism 
and Risorgimento.

Most essays for this section were disappointing. The majority of candidates struggled to identify 
a historical event as required by the question. Some did mention the “Spedizione dei Mille”, for 
example, but did not really focus on the event itself, choosing rather to give a general discussion 
of the Risorgimento. 

Some candidates produced entirely irrelevant responses -simply regurgitating pre-learnt material 
on their chosen period of study - and some did not even mention an event pertaining to Italy in 
particular but gave general details on events such as the Holocaust and the Second World War 
with very little or no reference to Italy. 

Some gave a biography of certain historical fi gures with no attempt to link these to a historical 
event.

Better candidates did describe a specifi c event in great detail but the importance of it was often 
not analysed. 

Only a few candidates answered fully and with some degree of analysis and personal evaluation 
to the question set. 
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     The candidate has a very good knowledge of the chosen historical period, fascism, but does not 
really address the question set. 

Examiner Comments

 There is clear evidence of reading and research but the candidate failed to identify ONE 
historical event within their chosen period (although they made a start by mentioning 
1924 as a signifi cant year, but this is not followed through) and the essay ends up being 
more of an evaluation of Mussolini’s regime. 
The candidate, who clearly has learnt the history of this period quite well, should have 
read the title more carefully: he/she should have chosen one particular event and should 
have evaluated its importance (for example. la marcia su Roma, il delitto Matteotti in this 
case or l’entrata in guerra). This could well be a pre-rehearsed essay as the question in 
the title is hardly addressed. It is a shame as this candidate carried out a lot of research 
and their quality of language is extremely good.
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      Question 3(c )
 Surprisingly only 4% of candidates opted for Aspects of modern society.

Aspects of modern Italian society discussed were the environment, tourism, mafi a, family 
changes, the role of women in Italian society and above all immigration. A few candidates chose 
very limited “aspects” such as traffi c, which did not lend themselves to a very deep analytical 
approach.

Again this question required candidates to explain the importance of their chosen aspect 
of society but many tended to ramble about the issue in very general terms (especially 
immigration), often producing more of a discursive essay than a research based essay. 
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  Question 3(d )
 This was the majority choice, with 72% of candidates opting for Literature and the arts.

The most popular texts/fi lms were “Volevo i pantaloni”, “Io non ho paura”, “Le voci della sera”, 
“Senza sangue” (all from list in the previous specifi cations) and “La vita è bella”. However, 
there was great variety of topics:‘Il sergente nella neve’, ‘Sillabario N.2’, ‘La luna e i falò’, 
‘Videocracy’, ‘I promessi sposi’, ‘Ciao Diario’, ‘Notte prima degli esami’, ‘Fontamara’, ‘Tre 
metri sopra il cielo’, ‘Cristo si è fermato à Eboli’, ‘La strada’, ‘Lessico famigliare’, ‘Le cronache 
del mondo’, ‘Ladri di biciclette’, ‘L’inferno’, ‘Elogio alla brutezza’, ‘I 100 passi’, ‘Una barca 
nel bosco’, ‘Nuovo cinema paradiso’, ‘La stanza del fi glio’, ‘La disubbidienza’, ‘Il giorno della 
civetta’, ‘Non ti muovere’, ‘Le voci della sera’, ‘La meglio gioventù’... 

Candidates generally demonstrated evidence of reading but many responses tended to be 
very narrative: the work studied was simply narrated in great detail and the question was not 
addressed. 

Most candidates did identify a theme but many did not discuss why the felt this to be the most 
important theme in the work. 

Better candidates did attempt to analyse the importance although their argument was often not 
well developed. 

A few candidates produced very good responses showing an ability to analyse and evaluate. 

The most common answer was based on “Io non ho paura” where the themes were fear, 
childhood, loss of innocence, friendship etc and good reference was made to the anni di piombo 
showing extra research. 

There were a few essays based on an Italian opera, which for this year were accepted but operas 
are not an acceptable topic as the specifi cations state that only a text, play or fi lm can be used. 

There were a few irrelevant answers as they were based on non-Italian texts/fi lms, for example 
Twilight.

Again a number of candidates wrote prelearnt essays (some kind of “recensione”) without 
addressing the question in the title. 
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This   is a reasonably good attempt at answering the question set, with reference to “Volevo i 
pantaloni”. 

Examiner Comments

 The candidate clearly identifi es the main theme of the book and the 
approach is quite analytical rather than descriptive but the essay is far too 
long and at times rambling.
Reading,research and understanding: 19/30
Organisation and development: 5/9
Quality of language: 6/6 
 The candidate should have been more succinct and kept their focus on the 
question in the title, choosing their material more carefully. 
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Grade Boundaries
   Standards have been quite varied, with some very pleasing results at times.

Section A, the translation, is the most discriminating question in terms of grammar knowledge 
and application and also vocabulary knowledge so it is the part of the paper which has shown the 
greatest variety of standards.

Section B has not changed much from the previous syllabus so results have been comparable. 
Compared to the previous syllabus the mark scheme has changed slightly so that now Range 
of lexis and Manipulation of language are assessed in the same grid. Range and Application 
of Language: here there were some instances of inappropriate register used, particularly in 
discursive essays. There were a few anglicised sentence structures, often in clichéd expressions, 
and at times an over use of these (for ex. “l’altra faccia della medaglia”). Candidates sometimes 
struggled when there was a lack of topic-specifi c vocabulary but overall the lexis was sound and 
reasonably spelt. There were generally some attempts at using more complex structures, like the 
subjunctive (at times misused) and periodo ipotetico. 

Accuracy is always variable, with verb conjugation and agreements being the most common 
mistakes. As for content, questions were sometimes not read or interpreted properly and the 
word count exceeded, but most candidate were able to write relevant pieces with a reasonable 
development and organisation of ideas. 

Section C is the most innovative part of this paper and a number of candidates have not fully 
adhered to the requirements of the exam and have produced pre-rehearsed essays which did 
not address the questions set. There have been also a few candidates who prepared unsuitable 
topics which did not belong to any of the four main areas of research or which had no reference 
to Italian culture and society. However there have been also many instances of candidates 
producing good essays and displaying good knowledge and research on their chosen topic.

Grade Max. Mark a* A B C D E N U

Raw boundary mark 100 82 71 60 50 40 30 20 0

Uniform mark scale boundary 130 117 104 91 78 65 52 39 0

   

         a* is only used in conversion from raw to uniform marks. It is not a published unit grade. 

The modern foreign languages specifi cations share a common design, but the assessments in 
different languages are not identical. Grade boundaries at unit level refl ect these differences 
in assessments, ensuring that candidate outcomes across these specifi cations are comparable at 
specifi cation level.
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