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You must answer five questions in all, one question from each Section and one other question.

Section A

1 Explain why significant changes were made to the caliphate under the Umayyad dynasty. [20]

2 It is often said that the ʿAbbasids were more ‘Islamic’ than the Umayyads. Do you agree? Give 
reasons to support your view. [20]

3 (a) Outline the main achievements of any three of the following caliphs: ʿAbd al-Malik, Harun 
al-Rashid, al-Maʾmun, al-Mutawakkil. [12]

 (b)  Explain the importance of the office of caliph in the Umayyad and early ʿAbbasid state. [8]

Section B

4 ‘Al-Shafiʿi is often seen as the most important of the founders of the four Islamic law schools.’ 
Explain whether you agree or disagree with this opinion. [20]

5 Numerous collections of the Prophet’s Sunnah were made in the first three centuries of Islam. 
Why were the Six Canonical Collections (the Sahih Sittah) eventually judged more reliable than 
any others? [20]

6 (a)  Give an outline of the main characteristics of the Muʿtazilah school of theologians. [12]

 (b)  Why did the influence of the Muʿtazilah decline in the later ninth and tenth centuries? [8]

Section C

7 (a)  Give an account of the massacre of the Imam Husayn and his family at Karbalaʾ. [12]

 (b)  Explain the significance of Husayn’s death for Shiʿi Muslims. [8]

8 With reference to at least two Sufis, explain how Sufism differed from other forms of Islam in the 
early Islamic era. [20]

9 By referring to the concepts of reason and revelation, explain the main differences between 
Muslim philosophers and theologians. [20]
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Section D

10 How do the teachings of the Salafis differ from the teachings of the followers of Sir Sayyid Ahmad 
Khan? [20]

11 ‘Muslim understandings of God are closer to those of Judaism than to those of Christianity.’ Explain 
the meaning of this statement, and say whether you agree with it. [20]

12 (a) Outline the main teachings of the Qur’an about women. [12]

 (b)  By referring to one or two countries with Islamic populations, explain how far these teachings 
are followed in Muslim societies today. [8]
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