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SOCIETY IN CHANGE: THE USA, 1945-1975

Answer Question 1 (Section A) and either Question 2 or Question 3 (Section B).

SECTION A

Answer all parts of this question.

1. This question is about the different influences on people’s lives in the USA after 1945.

 Study Source A and then answer the question that follows.

Source A - A Women’s Liberation protest through Washington DC in 1970.
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 (a) Give two ways in which the Women’s Liberation movement protested. [2]
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 (b) What was President Johnson’s Great Society programme? [4]
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 Study Source B and then answer the question that follows.

Source B – A publicity photograph of Bob Dylan playing a protest song 
on American television in 1963

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

 (c) An historian is studying the changes in popular entertainment in the USA between 1945 
and 1975. How useful is Source B to him? [4]

  In your answer you should consider the content (what is in the source) and attribution 
(where it comes from).
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 (d) Explain why the Watergate Scandal was a major event in politics in the USA. [6]
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Read Sources C and D and then answer the question that follows.

Source C

 (Taken from a modern American newspaper investigation into the Kennedy assassination,
  written in 2003)

 (e) Why do Sources C and D give different views about who killed President Kennedy
  in 1963? [6]
  In your answer you should consider the content (what is in each source) and authorship 

(who wrote them).

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (Taken from the official US government report into the Kennedy assassination, written in 1964)

Source D

‘The shots which killed President Kennedy were fired from the sixth floor 
window at the southeast corner of the Texas School Book Depository. The 
shots which killed President Kennedy were fired by Lee Harvey Oswald.’

‘Only thirty two percent of modern Americans believe the US government’s 
1964 finding that Lee Harvey Oswald shot Kennedy in Dallas on Nov. 22nd, 
1963. Fifty one percent think there was a second gunman, and seven percent 
think that Oswald was not involved at all. Ten percent had no opinion.’
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 (f) ‘The growth of the Consumer Society was the most important influence on the lives of the 
American people between 1945 and 1975.’

  How much do you agree with this statement? [8]

  Give arguments for and against this statement by:

  describing how consumerism affected the lives of the American people;
  considering other events and developments which affected the lives of the American people.
  Conclude (finish) by saying how far you agree with the statement.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF SECTION A
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SECTION B

Answer either Question 2 or Question 3.

2. This question is about the impact of the Cold War on American society.

 Study Source A and then answer the question that follows.

Source A – The wall dividing East and West Berlin in 1961.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

 (a) Give two ways in which Europe was divided after 1945. [2]
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 (b) Describe how the USA fought the war in Vietnam. [4]
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 (c) Explain why the USA became involved in the Cuban Missile Crisis. [6]
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 (d) ‘The development of nuclear weapons was the most serious crisis of the Cold War.’
  How much do you agree with this statement? [8]

  Give arguments for and against this statement by:

  describing problems caused by the development of nuclear weapons;
  considering other major events of the Cold War.
  Conclude (finish) by saying how far you agree with the statement.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF QUESTION 2
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If you have answered Question 2 you must not answer Question 3.

3. This question is about the challenge of achieving racial equality in America.

 Study Source A below and answer the question that follows.

Source A – An almost empty bus in Montgomery in 1955
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 (a) Give two ways in which the Civil Rights Movement protested. [2]
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 (b) Describe the methods used by the Black Power Movement. [4]
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 (c) Explain why the granting of civil rights to black people was necessary. [6]
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 (d) ‘The leadership of Martin Luther King was the most important influence on the struggle 

for civil rights in the USA.’
  How much do you agree with this statement? [8]

  Give arguments for and against this statement by:

  describing the influence of Martin Luther King on the struggle for civil rights in the USA;
  considering other important individuals involved in the struggle for civil rights in the USA.
  Conclude (finish) by saying how far you agree with the statement.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END OF SECTION B
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