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UNIT 1

PERIOD STUDY 6

ASPECTS OF THE HISTORY OF EUROPE, c. 1696-1815

Answer two questions.

In your answer to part (a) you are advised to provide a linked and coherent explanation.

In your answer to part (b) you are advised to evaluate the issue named in the question against a 
range of other important issues.

1. Russia during the reign of Peter the Great, 1696-1725

 (a) Explain why Peter the Great embarked on the building of St. Petersburg. [24]

 (b) To what extent was Peter the Great’s involvement in the Great Northern War the most 
significant development of his reign, 1696-1725? [36]

2. Prussia during the reign of Frederick the Great, 1740-1786

 (a) Explain why Frederick the Great invaded Silesia in 1740. [24]

 (b) Was the emergence of Prussia as a great power the most significant development of 
Frederick the Great’s reign, 1740-1786? [36]

3. The Hapsburg Empire during the reigns of Charles VI and Maria Theresa, 1711-1780

 (a) Explain why Maria Theresa attempted to reform serfdom in the Hapsburg Empire. [24]

 (b) To what extent was the Pragmatic Sanction the most significant development in the 
Hapsburg Empire in the period 1711-1780? [36]

4. International relations, c. 1710-1756

 (a) Explain why the Diplomatic Revolution occurred. [24]

 (b) To what extent were changes in the balance of power the main influence on international 
relations in the period 1710-1756? [36]
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