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Period Studies – European and World History 1789–1989

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name clearly in capital letters, your Centre Number and Candidate Number in the spaces 
provided on the Answer Booklet.

• Use black ink. Pencil may be used for graphs and diagrams only.
• Read each question carefully and make sure that you know what you have to do before starting your answer.
• Do not write in the bar codes.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• Every question is marked out of 45.
This paper contains questions on the following five Options:
 • Europe 1789–1849 (page 2)
 • Europe 1825–1890 (page 3)
 • America 1846–1919 (page 4)
 • Europe 1890–1945 (page 5)
 • Europe and the World 1919–1989 (page 6)
• Each Option has eight questions, two for each of its Study Topics.
• Answer one question.
• You should write in continuous prose and are reminded of the need for clear and accurate writing, including 

structure of argument, grammar, punctuation and spelling.
• This document consists of 8 pages. Any blank pages are indicated.
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Europe 1789–1849

1 The French Revolution 1789–1795

 Answer either

 (a) Assess the reasons for the Revolution in 1789.

 or

 (b) How far were the people of Paris the main factor in shaping the course of the Revolution 
between 1789 and 1795? 

2 Napoleon and Europe 1799–1815

 Answer either

 (a) To what extent did Napoleon’s government of France during the Consulate bring benefits to 
the French people? 

 or

 (b)  ‘The weaknesses of his enemies were the main reason for Napoleon’s military success in 
Europe to 1807.’ How far do you agree with this view?

3 France 1814–1848

 Answer either

 (a) To what extent was the reign of Louis XVIII a failure? 

 or

 (b) To what extent was economic crisis the main reason for the overthrow of Louis Philippe in 
1848?

4 Revolution and Repression in Europe 1815–1849

 Answer either

 (a) To what extent was the development of Liberalism the main cause of revolution in the German 
Confederation in 1848–49? 

 or

 (b) ‘The loyalty of the armed forces to the Emperor was the main reason for the failure of the 
revolutions in the Austrian Empire in 1848–49.’ How far do you agree with this view? 
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Europe 1825–1890

5 Italy 1830–1870

 Answer either

 (a) To what extent was lack of unity amongst the revolutionaries the main reason for the failure of 
the revolutions in Italy in 1848–49? 

 or

 (b) To what extent were Cavour’s leadership and diplomacy the main reasons for the creation of 
a kingdom of Italy in the period to 1861? 

6 Germany c.1862–1890

 Answer either

 (a) To what extent were economic factors the main reason for the unification of Germany?

 or

 (b) How successful was Bismarck’s foreign policy from 1871 to 1890? Explain your answer.

7 France 1848–1875

 Answer either

 (a) Assess the reasons why the Second Republic (1848–1852) was short-lived. 

 or

 (b) How successful were Napoleon III’s domestic policies? Explain your answer.

8 Russia 1825–1881

 Answer either

 (a) How successful was Nicholas I in his rule of Russia? Explain your answer.

 or

 (b) ‘Alexander II’s reforms were too limited to have much impact on the problems facing Russia 
during his reign.’ How far do you agree with this view? 
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America 1846–1919

9 The American Civil War 1861–1865

 Answer either

 (a) Assess the reasons why it took the North so long to defeat the South in the American Civil 
War. 

 or

 (b) How effective was Davis as the leader of the Confederacy? Explain your answer.

10 Politics and Reform 1877–1919

 Answer either

 (a) To what extent were economic motives the main reason why America pursued an imperialist 
foreign policy in the 1890s and the early twentieth century?

 or

 (b) How successful was Woodrow Wilson’s domestic policy? Explain your answer.

11 Western Expansion 1846–1900

 Answer either

 (a) How important were developments in transport in opening up the West? Explain your 
answer.

 or

 (b) Assess the impact of the policies of Federal governments on Native Americans in the period 
from 1846 to 1887.

12 Race Relations in the South 1863–1912

 Answer either 

 (a) How successful was Reconstruction in improving the position of Black Americans to 1877?

 or

 (b) How important were decisions of the Supreme Court in undermining the position of Black 
Americans in the period from 1877 to 1912?
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Europe 1890–1945

13 Russia 1894–1917

 Answer either

 (a) How far had the Russian monarchy recovered from the 1905 Revolution by 1914? 

 or

 (b) To what extent was the Tsar responsible for the February Revolution (1917)? 

14 The Causes and Impact of the First World War c.1890–1920

 Answer either

 (a) To what extent were the arms races the main reason for the outbreak of the First World War 
in 1914?  

 or

 (b) To what extent do military technological developments explain the stalemate on the Western 
Front during the First World War? 

15 Italy 1919–1945

 Answer either

 (a) To what extent was Mussolini able to establish a full dictatorship in Italy in the 1920s?  

 or

 (b) Assess the consequences to 1945 for Italy of its involvement in the Second World War.

16 Germany 1919–1945

 Answer either

 (a) Assess the reasons why the Weimar Republic was able to survive during the 1920s.

 or

 (b) How successful were Nazi economic policies from 1933 to 1939? Explain your answer. 
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Europe and the World 1919–1989

17 International Relations 1919–1941

 Answer either

 (a) How far do you agree that the Treaty of Versailles was harsh on Germany?

 or

 (b)  Assess the reasons why the League of Nations was unable to stop aggression in the 1930s. 

18 The USSR 1924–1953
 
 Answer either

 (a) To what extent were the purges the main reason why Stalin was able to consolidate his power 
in the 1930s?

 or

 (b) Assess the impact on the USSR of the Great Patriotic War.

19 The Cold War in Europe 1945–1989

 Answer either

 (a) Assess the reasons why mutual distrust rapidly developed between the USSR and the 
Western Allies from 1945 to 1949.

 or 

 (b) To what extent was Gorbachev the main reason for the end of the Cold War?

20 The Cold War in Asia and the Americas 1949–1975

 Answer either

 (a)  How successful was the UN’s intervention in Korea from 1950 to 1953? Explain your answer.

 or

 (b) Assess the impact of the Cuban Missile Crisis on the Cold War. 



7

2586 Jun09© OCR 2009

BLANK PAGE



8

2586 Jun09© OCR 2009

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations, is given to all schools that receive assessment material and is freely available to download from our public 
website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1PB. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Uncoated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [595.245 841.846]
>> setpagedevice


