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Introduction 

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 

examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.  

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects 

examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. 

A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused 

difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination 

technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 

highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. 

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you prefer a Word version?  

Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?  

Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word 

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on 
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.) 

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that 
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter). 
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Paper Y206/01 series overview 

Y206/01 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This 

unit tests an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay and a 

traditional essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short answer essay and a 

traditional essay and candidates had to answer both parts of one question.   

To do well on the short-answer essay question (a), candidates needed to consider the significance or 

importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having 

analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or 

significant.  

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using 

detailed supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels candidates needed to assess the issues they 

discussed and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion. 

Candidates who did well on this paper 

generally: 

Candidates who did less well on this paper 

generally:  

• gave equal consideration to the two issues in 
the short-answer essay  

• reached a developed and supported 
judgement as to which issue was more 
significant or important  

• linked their knowledge of the issues to the 
focus of the question  

• discussed at least two relevant issues in depth 
in the essay question  

• provided supporting detail that was both 
accurate and relevant to the question set, not 
just the topic  

• reached a supported judgement about the 
issue in the question  

• made a series of interim judgements about the 
issues discussed in relation to the question.  

• considered only one of the issues or discussed 
one in a superficial way  

• produced a judgement that was not supported 
and was therefore assertion or a judgement 
that did not follow logically from the response  

• were unable to use their knowledge to address 
the issue in the question  

• showed a poor understanding of the major 
issues relevant to the essay  

• were unable to support their answer with 
relevant or accurate material  

• did not focus on the precise wording of the 
question  

• made unsupported comments about issues 
which were no more than assertions.  
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Question 1 (a)  

Responses showed a good level of knowledge and were usually able to discuss a wide range of issues. 

Most responses argued that Isabella had greater powers, although some argued that in a military sense 

and after Isabella’s death, Ferdinand had greater power. There was often mention of the marriage 

contract and how Isabella gained from it, while others also commented on the size and wealth of Castile, 

often comparing it with Aragon. Comparisons were also made between the powers Isabella had over the 

Cortes and those of Ferdinand. While a comparative approach was not essential, responses that did this 

well usually scored highly. In discussing the powers of Ferdinand, most commented on his military 

prowess and also commented on his control in Naples, although some did compare that with Isabella’s 

gaining of the New World.  

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates are not expected to cover every issue; the strongest responses usually consider 

three issues and develop them in order to reach a supported judgement. 
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Exemplar 1 
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Exemplar 1 considers a range of issues and reaches a substantiated and supported judgement and was 

therefore placed in Level 6: 9 marks. 
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Question 1 (b)*  

Responses displayed a good range of knowledge and most covered a wide range of examples in order 

to provide a comprehensive survey. In arguing about protecting Spanish interests in the Italian wars, 

many discussed the importance of Milan and used the amount of time and money that was spent in 

fighting in Italy to support their argument. There was also discussion of the importance of Sicily to 

maintaining Spanish interests, while some also considered the importance of controlling the Papacy. 

Communications also played a role in some responses and there was mention of the supply of grain. 

However, these issues were usually contrasted with a range of other concerns. A number of responses 

suggested that it was not Spanish interest in the Italian Wars that was Charles’ main concern but the 

importance of preserving or even expanding his monarquia. There was also discussion of his concern to 

protect Christendom from Islam, seen in his struggle with the Ottomans and also with the Barbary 

pirates. In considering the latter some expressed concerns about protecting trade and security. This was 

also broadened to include a discussion of the potential threat posed by the Lutherans in Germany. In 

many responses there was also discussion as to the threat from France and the need to secure Spanish 

borders, while the issue of Burgundy, being the Habsburg homeland, was also considered. There was 

plenty for candidates to consider and most were able to explain a range of issues, even if judgements 

were absent or thin.  

 

Question 2 (a) 

This was the more popular question, and a wide range of responses were seen. Less successful 

responses wrote very generally about both issues, while the most successful responses provided precise 

examples of both towns and nobles to support their argument.  

In discussing relations with the nobility, there was often reference to Charles I’s poor relations with them 

in the early years, with less successful responses often focusing solely on the period to 1522. However, 

most were able to consider the nobility’s role in controlling towns and in the countryside. There was 

some discussion of their tax exemption in return for their loyalty. There was some discussion as to 

whether their role decreased with the use of letrados and whether their role in central government 

declined so that their importance was more in the countryside. 

In discussing the towns, most responses mentioned the Communeros and Germania revolts and often 

linked this to the nobility and their role in suppressing them. Less successful responses often went no 

further than this and did not consider their importance in taxation, the position of the Cortes or the role of 

the corregidores.  
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Question 2 (b)*  

Most responses were able to explain a range of reasons as to why Isabella was able to secure the 

throne of Castile. Some responses discussed later issues that were less relevant and focused more on 

her consolidation of power. In discussing the importance of her marriage to Ferdinand most commented 

on his military skills and the force he was able to muster for the Battle of Torro. Similarly, others 

commented on how the marriage helped to bring stability in a period of civil war. Candidates also 

commented on the terms of the marriage contract which did much to reassure Castilians and end the 

fears of Ferdinand’s domination. Responses also discussed the importance of the birth of an heir and 

how this helped to secure the succession, again offering stability, and contrasted this with the situation of 

Isabella’s rival Joanna.  

In discussing other factors, most examined the claim of Joanna and questions surrounding both her 

legitimacy and her marriage. Many responses gave much credit to Isabella, often noting her actions in 

proclaiming herself queen in 1474, her skill in securing support from influential nobles and her tour 

around the major towns of Spain. 

Exemplar 2 
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There was much that could be discussed and Exemplar 2 provides a good example of a Level 6 

response. A range of issues are explained and there are judgements made about the issues. This is not 

a full mark response, because it is less strong at the end. This was given Level 6: 18 marks. 

 

Assessment for learning 

 

Candidates do need to be able support their judgements and explain why a factor/event/issue 

is the most important. The strongest responses will compare the chosen factor with others 

and explain why one is more important than another. 
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