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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates.

The reports will include a general commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects
examined in the questions and highlight good performance and where performance could be improved.
A selection of candidate answers is also provided. The reports will also explain aspects which caused
difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor examination
technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report.

A full copy of the question paper and the mark scheme can be downloaded from OCR.

Would you prefer a Word version?
Did you know that you can save this PDF as a Word file using Acrobat Professional?
Simply click on File > Export to and select Microsoft Word

(If you have opened this PDF in your browser you will need to save it first. Simply right click anywhere on
the page and select Save as . . . to save the PDF. Then open the PDF in Acrobat Professional.)

If you do not have access to Acrobat Professional there are a number of free applications available that
will also convert PDF to Word (search for PDF to Word converter).
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Paper Y223/01 series overview

Y223/01 is one of twenty four units in Paper 2 for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This
unit tests an extended period of History of about 100 years through a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay. The paper contains two questions, each having two parts, a short-answer essay and a
traditional essay and candidates had to answer both parts of one question.

To do well on the short-answer essay question, candidates needed to consider the significance or
importance of both issues, factors, individuals or events mentioned in relation to the question. Having
analysed or explained both they must reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important or
significant.

To do well on the traditional essay, candidates needed to address the issue in the question, using
detailed supporting knowledge. To reach the higher levels, candidates needed to assess the issues they
discussed and reach a supported judgement, at least in the conclusion.

Candidates who did well on this paper

Candidates who did less well on this paper

generally: generally:

e gave equal consideration to the two issues in ¢ considered only one of the issues or discussed

the short-answer essay

reached a developed and supported
judgement as to which issue was more
significant or important

linked their knowledge of the issues to the

one in a superficial way

produced a judgement that was not supported
and was therefore assertion or a judgement
that did not follow logically from the response

were unable to use their knowledge to address

focus of the question the issue in the question

e discussed at least two relevant issues in depth | ¢ showed a poor understanding of the major

. . i relevant to th
e gave supporting detail, that was both accurate ssues relevant fo the essay

and relevant to the question set, not just the e were unable to support their response with
topic relevant or accurate material
e reached a supported judgement about the ¢ did not focus on the precise wording of the

issue in the question question

¢ made a series of interim judgements about the | ¢ made unsupported comments about issues,
issues discussed in relation to the question. which were no more than assertions.

4 © OCR 2023



A Level History A - Y223/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Question 1 (a)

1 (a) Which of the following had the greatest impact upon international relations in Europe in the
period from 1956 to 19847

(i) Eventsin Poland
(i) Events in Germany

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This was the more popular of the two questions and elicited a good range of responses. Candidates
were able to write in detail about both countries and across the whole period and they were suitably
rewarded. Where candidates didn’t cover the whole period, they were restricted to the lower levels of the
mark scheme. The best responses examined the impact of events on European affairs, with candidates
seeing events in Poland in 1956 as precipitating unrest in Hungary, or the rise of Solidarity as being
integral to the collapse of the Soviet Union later. Similarly, in Germany, candidates generally examined
the impact of the Berlin Wall as cementing the Cold War. The best responses also examined the role of
Brandt’s Ostpolitik as being a prelude to better relations as seen in the Basic Treaty.
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Exemplar 1 shows an excellent response to this question. It was given Level 6: 10 marks.

Question 1 (b)*

(b)* "'The Berlin Blockade was the most important event in the development of the Cold War in
Europe in the period from 1946 to 1955." How far do you agree? [20]

This question was generally well answered by candidates, who found a good range of events to discuss
across the period. The best responses ensured that they chose events from within the given date range
and analysed and evaluated the importance of the factors chosen. Most were able to examine the
Blockade in great detail, although a small number confused this with the building of the Berlin Wall,
outside the period in question. The best responses were able to show how the Blockade cemented the
Cold War and led to the creation of East and West Germany. This event was compared to Soviet
expansion into Eastern Europe, Churchill’s ‘Iron Curtain’ speech, Marshall Aid as well as the
development of armed alliances.
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Exemplar 2
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A good response is noted in Exemplar 2. This was given Level 6: 18 marks.

14 © OCR 2023



A Level History A - Y223/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

Misconception

o Many candidates confused the Berlin Blockade with the building of the Berlin Wall.

Question 2 (a)

2 (a) Which of the following was most affected by Soviet control of Eastern Europe in the period
from 1946 to 19557

(i) Economic conditions
(i) Social conditions

Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii). [10]

This question elicited a wide range of responses with a variety of approaches taken. The best responses
tended to look more generally at features of Soviet control. There were some good responses that
focused on specific countries in Eastern Europe, in particular the DDR. No set approach was required.
Those that did well examined issues such as collectivisation, nationalisation of industry and living
standards when considering the economy. In examining social conditions many examined the role of
women, education, mass organisations and the impact of the police state in these countries.
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Z | o | St conel over Ggen Cup®  cxn, cebipvel
&/aoaln de_m}zd% of CJUI’ S}zubn lraptaee) A
stict g folallos,  reaiene ols Uhow  Sulelh
Shies ot Lok <icl odhys. Bt fo
chnags to e(ona‘m‘._@eﬁ/!hc wllo e e

(GU/FJ = /n _M_Qg@z more -
8&‘2«’ oanéxﬁ'.g,s dae Q&% 'aj Sﬂ\i C Omlgol ‘a
Eanlon élfﬁia.: b oo / e efet Y B
2c2namic _coplking Tha = oL h
Ooninfpin, o ‘(

cede) oa oué e epnlerewe b .;,_LaL ol of pjea
éfqo‘ otfl os Fone =/ T, gece vl T}
A o ﬁ‘O(ﬁdF @Jivs % d

b oo commuigs o shl els L e icin
ooﬁk,ll\ b Sos e contol 17.:.AL 0‘]!’!0(/\ 644

o) m) a/&/m @ bakrs Bl Hosevs o ke
s ' DN ox 2 /5/1 éaM

fle__ Frens @
[~

oo lern o8 eldeio &Q@b ﬁfln/; @om@
s =litad o rdnrrinst /zynh\ AR wri s
1)41&# bm,\yé/ e cdoeve ke md’J rmele - pr#cvfo[\
b te Yoo fof (o peple doc f

ln /Jh Stl, ot @eﬁjaak o e |
o }AE_M_M 2

e gl g i »L% st W/wt b
Sl 3 5)4{'/70'1{ Desple  Bese me,bo.né Skl s
s oS Yooshuis  shods bos e

16 © OCR 2023



A Level History A - Y223/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

oclel m_&&&fl CoOndA' g _itee [g@/’ a%do) /q' pa
Opposite o The D3 ﬂmLale Qe s os
crwal M& Ew’&/-‘mfﬂ (awr X5 o tlzdﬂt

IMQAM &Skbmwz)k WWECJ s on 4

folrs de . Skla g nlle) o of

ﬁ(, Bl amr&/ owd o Tl rrive) 1_«.% bon,
[dﬁ/)r)’j |M"’l¢{}b[¢’£ _SAIA ;CAA k /4 bcar, ‘nm?-")
e A G, ,gL._moc) M socid _candk g ot

te__ Poldl, ' L decades . ﬂppq(vfe %
Bt M\o‘e%%lh cts inceed bl &H‘f/‘ n
Pl sl conday  Lis b b Ao

Ccodndm Ll Jaogl LA)(.-:

eSors, [‘\MW OLN el /n\,/:.l«rd cheﬂ_c{_
Saset_contl au_@f//l Cgpe _conpred fo be

m.pacf 2n pransmc cmdfns

Ecoppnnr_cowbing toe o0t oledd

antnl _ows  Coeben 54’0,06 (OLpre ¢ Jo i
ks, Smld b cordtyn, v 1965 Sk,
eslhlee  Comdeon vty W) conts Y1 e

Lashn Bo  hoo b &%@_/_Zc_%aﬁ_‘_ﬂn_'
it inelied By g dovelipd)  codnhs lo o

her, sdvth o) Sz o _golbel ) ¢
m@“as.& ns\) IN  eCNMNe (1) 2 neUf/C\/) clec

*ﬂa 28 00F o : A /3 2 Jenseae ¢

M econom= - 0een . J e o/ ﬂ' xe
i (2 Abim  oere ﬁ_a(bJo?rA b ipde with 1%
Wesy hid oty degd  hishess  in &
Lostn bl ﬂlGC ch UJ\.?/A} z:/)Mﬂ\}) Joul) loo

17 © OCR 2023



A Level History A - Y223/01 - Summer 2023 Examiners’ report

OUW G‘J/v G qfovt? by & (622 ;) . %/qdzﬂpuﬂb.
Wed  begas$t of ol &cnout ngnbon -
Ll ). Leshll 47 o _cef op by bl
[ld/lnn Ao care S (a“.ln US r}d[/cK rOJ/f/b
_Corope 45 Velp _cecover bum wun Shaley
)//wd v orlre vy Bus conbd  fon, a(@/w

psh. [ A=l 2tceq gy ashose_shitn_He art
eetzd fan Comearn  ts L Jm%gj co)ly We
ﬁnn@é’ sh, /W‘J{/, Wje/ X o ﬂw/’
fe UYL s aph vt fen, fla ce~ Sl
hoL) W« f‘e__&ﬁ%_cmbﬁ_m g’vﬂa
oLy f(/ econnle ordl’ e,
o’w%ﬂ’ G o rddun dPﬂe Gptle- Bézrg_ezi_
1%,,\ 1L M sacel  corohos,

In loncusia e OSRS  wse pf  leror ol
Zeclsiin JD@S /).-)7" W‘c

m»M)l)'u’ Ay Pée:e/ b 0 6 gagly, Bl
’/lwﬁ( (=0 nne by of e cadn  Bbe

g ﬂ'{
Eonfhia.

Exemplar 3 highlights an uneven approach to the question, which is better on the economy than social
conditions. It was given Level 4: 6 marks.

Question 2 (b)*

(b)* To what extent were American presidents responsible for the origins of the Cold War in
Europe in the period from 1941 to 19457 [20]

This was generally well answered. The best responses considered both the actions of Truman and
Roosevelt when investigating the actions of American presidents, although the vast majority focused
largely on Truman. Those that did well considered Roosevelt’'s acceptance of Russian hegemony in the
east and the division of Germany and compared Truman’s more hard-line stance after the use of the
atomic bombs in Japan. This was then contrasted with other factors including the ideological clashes
between capitalism and communism, actions in Poland, the issue of the second front and the actions of
the Red Army.
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