
READ INSTRUCTIONS OVERLEAF

Modified Enlarged 24pt
OXFORD CAMBRIDGE AND RSA EXAMINATIONS

Wednesday 6 October 2021 – Morning
A Level History A
Y308/01 The Catholic Reformation 
1492–1610
Time allowed: 2 hours 30 minutes 
plus your additional time allowance

YOU MUST HAVE:
the OCR 12-page Answer Booklet

* 9 6 7 8 5 7 0 6 8 0 *

© OCR 2021 [T/506/4295]
DC (ST) 301304/2



2

INSTRUCTIONS
Use black ink.
Write your answer to each question in the 
Answer Booklet. The question numbers 
must be clearly shown.
Fill in the boxes on the front of the Answer 
Booklet.
Answer the question in Section A and ANY 
TWO questions in Section B.

INFORMATION
The total mark for this paper is 80.
The marks for each question are shown in 
brackets [ ].
Quality of extended response will be 
assessed in questions marked with an 
asterisk (*).

ADVICE
Read each question carefully before you 
start your answer.
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SECTION A

Read the two passages and then answer 
Question 1.

1 Evaluate the interpretations in BOTH 
of the two passages and explain which 
you think is more convincing as an 
explanation of Philip II as the ‘most 
Catholic Monarch’. [30]

PASSAGE A

Philip II of Spain stands out as a Counter 
Reformation prince. He was intent upon 
the triumph of Catholicism, and the 
advancement of his political interests, 
goals which he tended to make explicit. 
He took seriously his obligation before 
God for the welfare, spiritual and temporal, 
of his subjects. He saw himself as an 
instrument of God’s providence* in the 
cause of His Church, and he undertook 
religious or holy wars to defend or advance 
its interests. Philip remained firm in his 
allegiance to the papacy. From his early 
years Philip was educated in his religion 
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and he remained throughout his life a 
man of personal piety*. From his faith he 
drew consolation in the public and private 
tragedies he suffered. Contemporaries 
asserted that ‘there was no pope in 
Spain’, and it is clear to see the degree of 
control Philip exercised over the Church. 
He accepted the decrees of the Council 
of Trent; made determined efforts to 
Catholicise his subjects; Catholicism was 
fostered as the common bond uniting 
the diverse regions of the monarchy. 
Philip publicly supported the Inquisition 
in Spain, and his efforts to Christianise 
the native populations in the New World 
and the Philippines met with success. 
In foreign policy, he was conscious of 
his responsibility for the defence of 
Christendom.

*providence – will
*piety – religious devotion

Adapted from: R. Bireley, The Refashioning 
of Catholicism 1450–1700, published in 
1999.
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PASSAGE B

It has become a myth perpetuated over 
time that, whatever else Philip was, he was 
foremost a devout servant of the Catholic 
Church, all other motives being secondary 
– but this is a misunderstanding. Philip 
himself was a serious, committed Catholic 
in his personal faith, but this did not 
necessarily make him the ‘Most Catholic 
King’.

Philip II of Spain was not a crusader and 
did not let religion drive his policies as 
it did his private life. Philip should not 
be seen as some saviour of Catholicism. 
Domestic reform of the Church in Spain 
was a valuable and important exercise, 
but it was one that owed more to the 
legacy of Charles V than to his less 
imaginative son. Philip, it seems, was 
more interested in developing his own 
authority in religious affairs by structural 
and administrative reform than he was in 
pursuing enlightenment for Spain or the 
rest of Europe. Philip’s relationships with 
the papacy throughout his reign clearly 
show that he did not believe the pope to 
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be his ‘Spiritual Father’, as he claimed to 
his son on his deathbed, but rather that he 
was essentially a politician dealing with 
the intrigues of European affairs. Finally, 
it is in Philip’s foreign policy that the 
strongest evidence for not seeing him as 
the ‘Most Catholic King’ materialises. Such 
a title is far too simplistic to encompass 
the complexities of the life of Philip II, and 
one that ignores the fact that, although 
a devout Catholic himself, he was not 
prepared to put blind faith in a religious 
policy if it went against his political 
interests.

Adapted from: J. Lewis, ‘Philip the II: ‘The 
Most Catholic King’?’, History Review, 
Issue 50, published in 2004.
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SECTION B

Answer TWO of the following three 
questions.

2* ‘There was little regional variation in 
the nature of the Catholic Reformation 
in the period from 1492 to 1610.’ How 
far do you agree? [25]

3* ‘Religious orders made a greater 
contribution to the development of the 
Catholic Reformation than the Papacy 
during the period from 1492 to 1610.’ 
How far do you agree? [25]

4* ‘European rulers were the greatest 
obstacle to the Catholic Reformation 
throughout the period from 1492 to 
1610.’ How far do you agree? [25]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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