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SECTION A

Answer ONE question.

EITHER

1* ‘Conflict rather than co-operation characterised relations within the Grand Alliance of the USA, 
USSR and Great Britain in the years from 1941 to 1945.’ How far do you agree? [30]

OR

2* ‘Stalin was the greatest barrier to an improvement in relations between the Soviet Union and the 
West in the years between 1946 and his death in 1953.’ How far do you agree? [30]
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SECTION B

3 Read the interpretation and then answer the question that follows:

 ‘Gorbachev’s leadership of the USSR… is the leading explanation of how the Cold War ended.’

Adapted from: A. Roberts, ‘An “incredibly swift transition”: reflections on the end of the Cold War’, in
M. Leffler & O. Westad (Eds.), The Cambridge History of the Cold War, published in 2010.

 Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation, making reference to other 
interpretations that you have studied. [20]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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